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HE Maxims, here offered 
to the publick, contain ſo 
many juſt and important. obſer- 
vations, drawn from the pureſt 
ſources of wiſe experience and 
religious truth, that a republi- 
cation of 1 in the preſent 
form, will, we truſt, meet with 
A favourable reception. 


They ſeem ta have Lon a. 
ginally deſigned, by our truly 
venerable Prelate, for private uſe, 


and were firſt publiſhed in the 


complete £ 


complete Quarto Edition of his 


Lordſhip's Works. It is with a 
view of extending their ſalutary 


influence, that they are now 


printed ſeparately; and being 
thus brought more within the 
reach of readers of every de- 
{cription, it is to be hoped they 
will be more generally peruſed, 
and of courſe promote, in a 


greater degree, the beſt intereſts 


of mankind. „„ 
The utility of ſuch conciſe 


rules for the conduct of life is 


obvious; and the alphabetical 


order in which theſe Maxims are 


arranged renders them ſtill more 
uſeful, as they may be ſo readily 
conſulted upon all occaſions. 


A Manual 


PREFACE. vii 


A Manual of this fort will 
be found extremely proper for 
young perſons, and for thoſe 
whoſe engagements leave them 
but little leiſure for reading. 
Such may now have before them 
in a ſmall compaſs, the moſt 
ſele& counſels of pradence, and 
the moſt valuable precepts and 
admonitions of piety; to which 
if they pay the requiſite atten- 
tion, they will have reaſon to 
bleſs the memory of the excel- 

lent BIsHO Y WiLson. 
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__», The Fourth Edition of | 
HE SERMONS of BISHOP WILSON. 
Printed for R. Cruttwell, Bath; and C. 3 
London; D. 
| Of whom may be 
wies BISHOPs LIFE, and TRACTS, 
In 4 vols. price 11. 2s, i 
Vol. 1. Contains the Biſhop's Life, compiled from his own © 


3 MSS. and other authentick papers, by the Rev. C. Cruttwell. 


r Ifle of Man. 

Vol. 2 Inſtructions for the better Underſtanding of the Lord's 
x and Sacra Privata. 

Vol. 3. The Knowledge and Practice of Chriſtianity made eaſy 
to the meaneft Ca ities; Obſervations for reading the Hiſtorical 


Books of the Old "Teſtament ; Private and Family Prayers; Form 


for Confecrating Churches, dr. &c. 
4. Parochialia, or Inftrutions for the Clergy in the Diſ- 


chaye of their Duty ; Maxims of Piety and we bono nnd In- 


for an Academick eee Inſtructions: 
Forms of Prayer for Herring Fi „ for Excommunication, &c. 
„ The Sermons, Life, and eg 
thor, and a beautiful Vignette, by Trotter may be had in $ yols 
price 21. 28. in boards, or 3L 3s. tly bound in calf, 
Alſo, The elegant Folio Edition the above; Frith beals (by 
Sherwin) of the _ eee Wilſon ; price 
* in boards, 128. 6d. in calf lettered. 


Of whom may be had, | * 
Price 28. 6d. neatly bound in ſheep, or 35. in black ealf, | 


SACRA PRIVATA: —The Private Meditations, | 
Devotions, and Prayers, of Biſhop WILSON, 
 Accommodated to General Uſe. 


PAROCHIALIA; or, INSTRUCTIONS for the 


CLERGY is the Diſcharge of their Duty. 


In Three Volumes, Royal Quarto, price 41. 145. 6d. in boards, 
Beautifully printed on fine Vellum Paper, and new Types, 
The HOLY BIBLE, of the preſent Tranſlation. 
With Norzs by the lale Right Rev. 'THO. WILSON, D. D. 
Biſhop of Sodor and Man. 
And Vaz1ous Renvzaincs, collected from other Tranſlations, by 


The Rev, 7 UTTWELL, Editor. 
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> AFFLICTIONS o 

a R 712 5 {be babe ii 
Bam us the neareſt way to Go D, 4 
If Gop gives fortitude and patience. 


in affliction, it is a certain mark of his 
care and love. WE. ">. 


＋ 1 fs 577 : 


Aſficlion- are preventative of 85 55 
correct the corruption of nature, are 
an exerciſe of grace, a conformity to 
Chriſt, a mark of adoption to a fincere . 

B Chriſtian, | 
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1 Maxlus. 


' Chriſtian,” an re of Gov? 8 love, 
and a preparative for Heaven. 


Why ſhould a living man complain 


of the puniſhment of bis fins? All 


ſin muſh be puniſhed here or hereafter. 
- Juſtice requires it, as well as the na- 
ture of our condition; for health and 
| proſperity are moſt likely to corrupt 
us. The eroſs only can bring us back 
to Gov. We judge of our merit by 
the worldly advantages we enjoy. Gop 
is forced to ſhew us our miſtake, and 
our dependance upon him, by afflic- 
tions, &c. He that is 3 under 
the croſs, would ſerve Gop with that 
which coſts him nothing. Let us con- 
ſider the iſſues of proſperity and adver- 


ity, and then we ſhall eaſily perceive 


dy which we have been moſt gainers, 
Thoſe whom Go loves, he weans 


from the affoctions he: this. world. by 
 affiftions. $524 | 


Whatever befals us 5 means or the 


creatures; whether we ſuffer by the 
injuſtice 


MaxIMs. 3 


injuſtice of men, or from any unfore- 
ſeen accident, it proceeds from Gon, 


either to reſtrain us by fear, or to 


draw us from fin out of mercy; or to 


puniſh us in this world, that he may 
not be obliged in juſtice to do it in 
the next: When we turn a deaf ear to 


theſe, it is Gob whom we refuſe to 


* 


hear. „ , | 


Actions are always uſeful, eſpeci- 
ally when they oblige us to have re- 
courſe to Gop. 5 


If good men will ſcramble with 
the wicked for what is properly their 


portion and happineſs, it is no won- 
der that they come by the worſt; for 
this is their hour, and the power of 
darkneſs. 1 


Aidliont and Calamities. Many 
and many a ſoul has dated its ſalva- 
tion from ſome happy calamity. © * 


The Divine goodneſs has appointed 
afflictions to be the portion of his own 
„„ children, 


1 


„„ Marins. 


* n to make them fond of the 
love of Gop, who will make them 


more than amends for all the mĩſeries 
: K can ſuffer here. | 


Aſklion and Foy together.” Thie 
is a ſecret and n drags to 
Lick and the goſpel. 


3 Aions ſhould oblige us to think 

of the juftice of Gop, whoſe ptr 
Will not ſuffer him to afflict any but 
ſuch as he finds ſinners. We need 
not fear applying this conſideration 
to ourſelves, but it may be raſhneſs 
in doing it to others. 


© Affliftions, both the ri ight teous Js 
the wicked ſuffer : The one is better 


for them, the other worſe, _ 
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It Gop permits any evil to happen 
3 | 15 to us, it is * that very evil { ; 
1 our good. 


We 3 not what \ we loſe, when 
ve pray to be delivered out of afflic · 


. * * $4.5 2 I Theft, i i, 2 : tions, 


tions, becauſe Gov always ines 
his conſolation and grace as een 


abound. 2 15 | 


G0 611 never forſalke his 3 


-# 
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Maxfzis. 1 


_— 


though he ſuffer them to be ae : 


for a ſeaſon. 


Increaſe of bene will be e 


with an increaſe of rewards: Gop will 


bring his faithful ſervants the eafieſt 
way (for he takes no delight in ur 
affliction) to happineſs; therefore af- ' 
flictions in ſuch a meaſure are abſo- | 


lutely neceſſary. 7 


Aicrion. may — men Ae us 8 | 


2 but Gop loves us more, if we 


bear them wen PIR anc: holy 1 
4 miſſion. STALE 155; 2: 10 ; 


+ 4fliSions are never ehe rable, but 


when; we ſee them in a wrong 7 
as the effects of other's malice, of our 


n 1 5 IO of 2 c. 
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ces us to truſt only in Gov, and tobe 


G Max1mMs. 


a But look upon chat as from God, a 


Father, &c. and all will be eaſy. 
We ought to judge of the great dan- 


ger of our diſorder, by the violence of 


the medicine which our unerring Phy- 
ſician is forced to make uſe of. Let us 
beware, leſt, endeavouring to leave the 
croſs, we forſake Him who was for 


our ſake faſtened to it. 


 Aﬀiiftions, Temptations, Dangers, &c. 
are neceſſary to awaken in us that faith 
which is to apt too fall aſleep in the 
midſt of an undiſturbed proſperity. It 
is then we are moſt ſenſible how much 


withdraws his favours and the light 
of his countenance, and when we are 
under the apprehenſion of evils, or 


Happy is that condition which for- 
in the hand of his providence. Af- 


flictions diſpoſe us to pray; and we 
WE Woes ER. are 


þ.. 


A 


are ſure to want nothing, if v we e find | 
God in prayer. e 


How good i is 'GoD in .perniifting 


afflictions, ſince it is only to force us 
to ſeek for reſt, and _ and hs in 


Him for ever. 


Actions, Poverty, Ke. Ab hot babe 


men wicked; but _ dd — 


ſhew, what men are. 


What a mercy it is to be forced to 
turn to Gop, by affliction, ee, 
or the ill uſage of men!!! 


Aictions are defignes, by a Sr 


ous Gop, to do that for us which we 


are not able to do for ourfelves. They 
are a proof of our being within the 


care of a Father who cannot Zed bien 5 


with our ruin. 
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He who makes uſe of the 3 
hand to aſk our charity, is the very 


ſame from whom we 2 our daily i 


c Mark v. 26. e 


* 


—_ 5 


. Maxims. - 
Brrad; and dare we refuſe him when 

we have to give? te heh # 
The duties of charity are acts of 
juſtice, ſince Gop requires them; and 
becauſe we are members of the ſame 

body, and beholden to one another. 


Our Alms ſhould be, in ſome mea- 
ſure, proportioned to our ſubſtance 
—..ͤĩ]ĩ§. wt 


Alu are due in juſtice; but we arc 
at the ſame time the greateſt gainers. 
To give to pious uſes, is to put out 
our money to intereſt upon the ſecu- 
rity of Gop himſelff. 


Sob has not made all men equally _ 
rich, that by his grace in the hearts of 
men, he may provide for all, and that 
men may have opportunities of exert- 
ing their charity, and working out 
their own ſalvation, by helping others. 
Go has put the portion of the poor 
into the hands of the rich, to try their 
fidelity; and the ſpiritual portion 5a 
- LS ß , 84 


. 
1 


Manns. 


the rich into the hands of thi con, 28 
that members of the ſame body maß 

love and depend one of another. And 

he that wrongs the poor, wrongs him 

ſelf moſt, by withholding their por= _ 

tion or part. A day will come when 

we berth wo 1 to an 1 


Area 


To be folicitous to better the con- vl 
dition of ſo very ſhort a liſe, (unleſs 5 
| obliged. to ĩt by the plain appointment 


of Cop) ſavours very little of a true . 
Chriſtian faith. . | 


By ſuch as are ambitious, every = 
0 is accounted Ab, that is advans 4 
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"ths only records i mo- 
_— and condemns fingularity, 5 


Al ſuch dreſſes are forbidden, as 5 
incite ks defires. 1 7 : 
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egen e way be blameable, * ; : 
Wodelly in en is not ſin e 
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5 no the world be never ſo extra- | 
| „ Arkrtrrz- 
i We betta a pleaſure a very 


; little while, to become. a flave to it. 


ANGELS. 


K The has them for his hard, 
greater 2287 thoſe of an eaſtern x mo- 


Ms — 


ren => 2 ANGER. 80 5 1 

He that ſays that he defi 3 no 
offence, and deſires to be at peace, if 
he ſays true, ſhould take immediate 
care to repair the offence which he has 
. 927 8 c 
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. e man that does 2150 e | 
that he ought to obey Gov is an are LA 


5 let him call himſelk What he will. 
5 A et 


Mans: e ie 


A contempt of C 0D, and of Kali. 
gion, do neceſſarily undermine the 
peace of every nation, and haſten its 
nnn, ITED 


No ſurer proof that the the weden 
are atheiſts, than when fins. againſt 
men are puniſhed with ſeverity, and 
thoſe againſt Go are 5 * 

notice of, + 


All ſuch as Te Jeſus Chriſt are 
Atheiſts, ee Is St. Paul,“ 0 
EY TW a 2 £ WW Ebert 5 I 

| nne enn 


fatep üs; N 6f che fewih 4 
rion-ſbefore its deſtruction, ſaith; tHere 
never was 2 more acheiſtical x eser 
on, y aFewTERA. They d fed th 
laws of men, and made mock k of the 

laws of God, and thoſe chat publiſhed” 
them — * no nd, atwixe! 
good and evil: LN ſure piefage yu 5 
near deſolatiotf. e 

E bel. „ dam Ip, 
2 Bp 1 


Maxis. 


The true reaſon of the growth of 
Atheiſm is the glaring light of the 
| Goſpel, which diſcovers Rais that 
there are torments appointed for the 
wicked. Wicked men, the more plain 
this is, the more induſtrious they are 
to ſhut their eyes, to hearken to any 
thing that perſuades them that this 
may Iv be, till Gop gives them up to 
a ne mind. | 
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150 the -offcrin g ſuch condition to >the 
party offended, as he ſhall judge pro- 
per to accept, for the offence commit- 
ted, and ſafficient ſatisfaction. Thus 
eſus Chriſt offered to Gop ſuch ſatis- 
faction as he was aan with, 3 the 
 fns of mankind. 


5 0 ie or 6. 


25 "The Angels rejoice in the excellen- 
. cies, of Gop ; the inferior creatures in 
his goodneſs; finners only rejoice in 
"is N and forgiveneſs. 


Aurnoklrxv. | 
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e 0 Wi . x 
=o is aH that one ſhould ſomes- 


times forget that he is a We 
to remember that he 1 is a brother. 


; ' Authority, Power, Greatneſs, 77 


Nothing will diſtinguiſh à great 
man from the 
bunal of Gop, with whom there is 
no reſpect of perſons, ſo much as the 
ſevere puniſhment the firſt will receive 
for the abuſe of their power, &c. and 
the allowances the latter will have, 
made them for the circumſtances 8 
lay under. * 
© Authority, i f z Pe £6542; 


Men generally look upon the * 


oreſt ſlave at the tri- 


vantage, the pleaſure, the honour - 5 


8 under their care. Would they 
upon it as a charge, that is," of 


having other people's faults to anſwer 
for, as well as their own, it is proba - 


commanding ; that is, of having other 
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* Max IIe. 
ith that is convinced by a lawful 


3p 7 8 is convinced by reaſon; for 
reaſon bids us, in many caſes, to ſub- 


mit to the determination of authority. O 
BACKSLIDINGS.. 


He that intermits his duties, will 
either loſe the faculty of doing them, 


or will N the n of e 
f them. 13 * | 3k 


ter 95 | BayTISM. 


The Hol Spirit at baptiſm takes 
! us, and keeps poſſeſſion, - 


poſſeſſion 0 
till men grieve him; then he forigkes 


us, and an evil ſpirit ſucceeds. 


2 Baptiſm we contract and oblige 
ourſelves, all our life long, to com- 
plete and perfect the image of. Nite 
Chriſt i In ourſelves. rn 


Tbe bleſſings and ene if B- 
In. It ſeparates us from Adam, 
and engrafts us in Chriſt. It is a re- 
ſurrbetion from fin to grace. It diſ- 
en us from the debt owing to 
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' Maxind. . . 5 b- 
that jultiee of God; at Gat now . 


fully Gtizbed by faith in de f „„ 
and death of Chriſt. It cancels the 


law of death and a which 5 
Was againſt us. a 25 N Fenn Do, 


In Baptiſm our - fins did and e, 
and were buried; but the ſeed and 
root remain in us. Theſe we are 8 
mortify all our lives long. N 


Ble efſed are they that mourn; 3 3 
who are troubled at every thing that 
they believe diſpleaſeth Gov. „„ 
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BLINDNESS, e bs 


In ſpiritual things, is the juſt and 
natural ien N of a | carnal 1 


n Books» 


Ae tle fate from ug 
Ro r eee their dene 


4 
 BRAZEN SERPENT, 90 


Deſigned not only to take away the 


pain, but the very Re that cauſed - 
8 it. 
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Maxis: 2 


it. So the Croſs of Chriſt is is not © only 
. to eaſe the conſcience for paſt 


2 but to root all ſin out of the 
- foul; to _ fin ith the. Searing 55 


5 255 | -\Dipizy! Bazay. r 
* 4+, 2 


1 hat bread which e een to 
1 life. He who has loſt his ap- 
N 4 petite, is certainly ſick; ſo is the ſoul. 
that deſireth not the food which com- 
eth from God. We receive grace in 
1545 the fame degree as we defire it. 
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BUSINESS. 


P 


BO ES is more difficult 5 to 


R converſe much with one's-ſelf. 


The worldling, the man of ne 
the man of pleaſure, and too often tar 
man of learning, are all moved by the 
fame ſecret ſpring, namely, the fatis- 


faction men find in forgetting them- 
ſelvxes. It is therefore their great 


& N to be n buy, let the 
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buſineſs be what it will, leſt leiſure | 45 0 
| ſhould leave them at liberty to thinx 
of what may come hereafter. EA 


We have but one great buſineſs, ©. 2 
that which God has aſſigned us to do; 
all others are included in that. Let 
us be faithful in our proper buſineſs, 
and reſigned as to the ſucceſs; to be 
anxious for that, is the effect of ſelf- 
love, ſelf-will, and pride. 

No buſineſs is innocent which hin- 
ders us from minding our ſal vation, 


_ making that the WOW? n of. 
life. 


Ca LAMITIES 


V 


1 always good, both in their « ori- 1 
ginal, (which is from God) * inn 4 
their end, either to exerciſe t 1 
to chaſtiſe offenders, or to punitk the , = 
wicked, 5, 7 a ee RY 


When we pray for the mor * 
calamities, we ſhould firſt Jay aſide the © © 
fins that are the occaſion of them. 


FRO] 9 


— 
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8 be People too often coabiler the cala- 


\ I mities themſelves, rather than the ſins 
= which have drawn them down. 

—_— + 7-5 Carr fo the Miniſtry... | 
\ JF A lawful call gives good ground to 
Tl | hope for. mercy at the great day, and 
yl. the grace of Godin the mean time. 

| 1 „ Caruuxv. 

; q $5 

| —_—_ A Chriſtian runs greater hazard 
| > . than from an un- 
[ | Juſt calumny. 

= 5 Cares, Ricker. 
It is not always great and c e004 
ius that create a forgetfulneſs of 


and a contempt of his laws; very pang 


the cares of the world extinguiſh or our 
faith, Ko. 


— 
* . 


1 . 5 case of fallen man. 


Not as that of a ereditor and debtor; : 
5 bot as that of a rebellious ſubject and 


5 a ge- 


Maxis. 19 


a generous 8 The © one 1 
„ the other ne it. 


CA sus. 


Intereſt, a deciſive . removes : 
ſcruples ; is eaſieſt conſulted ; 1 
hearkened to. After all, though it 
may be conſulted, it o 1 not to go- 
vern or determine by it OR 


- 


CHARITY. 


A ſincere and univerſal charity is the 
moſt certain rule never to be de 
in what we owe to others. 


It is charity to love and pray for, 
all, eſpecially your enemies. 

Charity to the Poor. „ 

He that makes his own imaginaty 1 


wants, a reaſon for not giving to the 
poor, will never want pretences for 4 


his covetouſneſss. 5 Wy 
Where love abounds, faith increa- 1 
ſeth. A teff .1 * 3 ee ; 


* 5 
* ” 
> Tbeff. 1 8. 
7 1 Ld FS 44 5 
2 » Is 8. 22 * 
” S* F 4 1 
— x ” * 4 
4 - 


5 55 25 Po 
#71} ial True Chriftian charity ſces thinge 


Maxis. 


in the fame light that Gop does: He 
can, and perhaps will, make a change 
'for the better, the next moment. — 

1 does not hinder us from ſeeing 

faults; but it teacheth us to bear with 
them in ſubmiſſion to the deſigns of 
Providence; not to be ſurpriſed at the 
corruption of the world; to ſee the 
good as well as the bad; to conſider 
our own faults; to think what trou- 
dle or offence we have given to others; 
and to conſider the ob) "mms we have 


to Gop. 


If, for want of charity to the poor, 
1 ſhall be ſhut out of Heaven, 1 need 
no other argument to perſuade me to 


give alms.— I was an . and $4 
| gave me meat; F 
The x 
Me give them, and they give us tre- 


— * 


r work miracles every FP 


fore, Heaven. 


Nothing muſt hinder our g dur 
"neighbour; many things may juſtlixß 


* familiarity with him. 


1 
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* 


Me never deſpiſe others, but when 


we do not know and think of our- 


ſelves. 


Whoever ſhews 5 0 to men. in 
certainly find the ſame from Go. | 


The gift of charity is from Gop 4 
gift more precious than all the World, 


becauſe it prepares us for the recep- 
tion of all other bleſſingss. 


That perſon vcho is not concerned 
that his 


What a large ſtock would the poor 
have to the fore, if Chriſtians would 
but lay by for them all that they Jay, 
out in unneceſſaries: Nay, if t 
were but to have all that Chriſtians _ 
lay out in fin and vanity, in pride, in- 


temperance, &c. to comply with evil- 


cuſtoms, &c. !—And, in good truth, 


I cannot ſee how any Chriſtian can 


make amends, ſuch as will be accepted 
of God, for all his idle expences; huʒt 
15 giving to the poor in "Tong! way” 


— propots: | 


3 


rother ſhould not periſh, is 
in great danger of periſhing himſelf. 


0 # 


* * " 
= 
= 
s 8 
2 — 3 
78 N 1 


— 


s * 
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ende to the money he has 
mifspent, and what he has by him. 


Charity, or Love of our Neighbour. 
It is not ſo much our nei ighbour's in- 
tereſt as our own, that we love him. 


St. John makes it the ſure mark of a 


ſpiritual reſurrection. We &now that 


we have paſſed from death unto life, 
becauſe we love the brethren. 


8 na of want of charity An 
averſion to our neighbours company 
—ſatisfaftion in hearing them evil 
ſpoken of — a joy in their misfortunes. 


If you fancy that your love of your 
neighbour i is to go no farther than de- 
ſert, conſider what your condition is 


like to be, if Gop ſhall ſo deal with 


you; that is, according to your deſert. 
In cales: of © neceſſity, all things 


ought to be, as it were, in common 
amongſt thoſe who poſſeſs Chriſt in 
common upon earth, and who are to 
poſſeſs him in Heaven, as their joint 


inheritance. 


CHARITY 


MaxiMs. 


CnarrtTyY 
Suffereth long .—Beareth 1 imper- 


fections of KT without vexation; 


23 
* CY 


| 


waits for their amendment without 


impatience, and begs i it of: Gaal = 


out being weary. 


Is kind, be für Rad | 


creating needleſs trouble to any One. 


Envieth not. Rejoicing inthe hap- 


pineſs of others, and contented that 
. others be preferred before her. 


Is not raſb. Does nothing without 
conſideration and order. 


Is not puffed up. + a 


herſelf, is little in her own e and. 


can eaſily bear a ſuperior. _ 
Doth not behave herſelf NS Ss 


Never looks on others with ſcorn, but. 
always finds out ſomething in others, 
for which ſhe may value them. 


| Seeketh not her own, —Maketh hs 
neighbour's intereſts. her on; and is 


e 


ready to ſacrifice her own to his, 


7% 
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85 a not eafily provoked. 8 loſes 

* tenderneſs for her neighbour, 
however much ſhe hates the fin; and 
therefore does not eaſily take fire. 


-  - Thinketh no Euil. Does not enter- 
_ tain groundleſs ſuſpicions, but readily 
perceives what is good in others. 


Rejoicet not in iniguity Whatever 
adyantages ſhe may reap from it, being 
always moſt concerned for the honour 
of Gop, ron. all eine diſho- 

noureth. 


Re 3 in the truth In the know- 
| ledge of the truth, however difficult 
to be practiſed ;—loves goodneſs in 
every body, and is pleaſed when it is 
l embraced. ; 


| Beareth all things, —Wi th all with 

whom ſhe converſeth ; never calling 

for, or accuſing, the divine vengeance 
a of being too ſlow. 6 


| Believeth all things—Knowin g that 
che ene of Gop is equal in all 
TREES IgE 


1 
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* 


things, even in the moſt difficult duty 
of loving dur enemies, OO we are 
to believe the beſt of. n LF 


Hopetb all G et f the 
power of Gov, and from the love ſhe 
bears to others. 


Endureth all things —Rather len 
deſtroy the unity of the church, or 
that her neighbour ſhould be offended 
and driven into ſin. 


Will never fail. — Will never have 
an end, becauſe it is that bond which 
unites us to Gop, we” to one a 
in heaven. e 00 


Falſe CHARITY, -: 


To leave' people in their fins, f 
fear of awakening them, and making 
them uneaſy. 


= 
1 * 


CHILDREN. Panenti. "Riches, 


No inheritance can ſupply. the! want 3 
of a virtuous education. 


171 £4 
40 
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- 
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Vou love your children, therefore 


you would leave them rich; that is, 

you would leave them in a ſtate of life 

that ſhall be a temptation and a ſnare. 

to them, and fill their minds with 
finful luſts. Our Saviour loved the 
young rich man, and for that reaſon 
he bade him {ell all that he had, and 
give.to the poor. Have you the fame. 
| Jove for your children that Chriſt had 


for this man? No, ſure. 


Put you on the ſame juſt thoughts 
of the world which Teſas Chriſt had, 
and which you wilt have when you 
come to die; and you will tell — 4 | 

That riches are a ſnare; that they 
Hinder us from loving God and our 
' neighbour ;—that they are haſtening 
to a ſtate in which the world will fig- 
_ nify nothing to them ;—that all that 
indifference for Gop and holineſs is 
owing to the wrong opinion which 
men have of the world, and to their 
valuing it too much ;—that it cor» 
- the heart, blinds the under» 


ſtanding, 
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ſtanding, and leads to ruin >a no 
man can ſee his true intereſt, or fol- 


low it, but he that is dead to the” 
world. | | 


 CurisT, our Pattern, | 


How unworthy an opinion would | 
a ſtranger have of Chriſt, if he were 
to judge what Chriſt was by the lives 


- of thoſe who call TREES = 5 | 
lowers. | . 


Cbriſt the only Phan.” 


Neither the Philoſophers: among the 
Gentiles, nor Moſes among the Jews, 
could find out a remedy for ſin. They | 
ſaw and felt the wounds of fin, but 
could not heal them. None but N 5 
can relieve us. 45,6 71 0 Ne: 


Chriſt and the World, . 


To be a Chriſtian, and to be 5 


by the world, is a ec which the 
Goſpel does not allow of... 


mn John xv. 19. ral | Lee EH 
C2 . Chriff;_ 


- 238. _ MaxiMs.. 


1. Chrift crucified. 


A brides on. which depended the 
Ta vation of the whole world. 


We ought to humble ourſelves for 
being ſo miſerable, that nothing but 
the death of the Son of God could 
fave us. | | 


1 chris . b Croſe, 

All men were with him on the 
Croſs, becauſe he there _— their 
place as their victim. 


Neceſfi! 'y of Chrift's Death. 


If nothing had been done to deter 
us from ſin, both Gop and his pardon 
would have been deſpiſed. 


CnRISTIAXITv, or the Sum f the 
| . Goſpel. 


Jeſus Chriſt came into the world, 
to form unto himſelf a people that 
ſhould wholly depend upon Go, 

and placing no confidence in any 
earthly ſupport and comfort, * 
e 

{ 
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* 


be after another manner rich, after 


another manner e7/e, after another 


manner noble, after another manner 
potent; in one word, after another 


* 


manner happy; | deſigning to attain 


felicity, by the contempt of thoſe 
things which are generally admired: 


— A people that ſhould be ftrangers 


to filthy luſts, by ſtudying in this fleſh 
the life of Angels ;—that ſhould hays 


no need of divorce, as being able to 


mend or to bear all manner of evils; 
—that ſhould be wholly ignorant of 


oaths, as thoſe who will neither diſ- 


truſt nor deceive any_body;;—that 


make not the getting of money their 
buſineſs, as having laid up their trea- 
ſurc in Heaven; — that ſhould not be 
tranſported with warn. glory, becauſe 


they refer all to the glory of Chriſt 
alone void of ambition, as diſpoſed, 
the greater they are, ſo much the more 


to ſubmit themſelves unto all men for 


Chriſt's ſake ;—ſhould avoid wrath, © 


much more revenge, as ſtudying to 


- £24453 deſerve  - 
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deſerve well of thoſe that deſerve ill 
of them — that ſhould be ſo 4/ameleſs 
as to force infidels to ſpeak well of 
them z— that ſhould be born again 
to the purity and{ſimplicity of infants; 
_ . — that ſhould live like the birds of 
the air, without ſolicitude; among 
whom ſhould be the ſame concord as 
aàmong the members of the ſame body; 
here the abundance of one ſhould 
ſupply the wants of another, and the 
euvils of ſome be mitigated by the good 
offices of others; WhO ſhould be 
the ſalt of the earth ;—as a city on 
an hill, conſpicuous to all that are 
about them ;—whoſe abilities ſhould 
make them' forward to help others ; 
to whom this life ſhould ſeem vile; 
—death defirable ;—fearing neither 
death, tyranny, nor the Devil; re- 
lying upon the invincible power of 
Chriſt alone;—who ſhould live as if 
every day wefe their laſt, and wiſhed 
for that day, when they ſhall enter 
upon the poſſeſſion of a true and laſt- 
ing happineſs.“ 


n Eraſmus. 


Maxms: "IF: 
Cbaracler ef a Chriſtian,” 


le endeavours after holineſs, liveg 
not in the practice of any known ſin; 
gives the whole praile of this to Gop, 
and to Jeſus Chriſt, who obtains this 
grace for him and for all Chriſtians ; 
lives as in God's; preſence con- 
verſation unblameable ;—makes the 
Holy Scriptures, and particularly the 
example of Chriſt, the rule of his, 
faith and manners. 


4 Chriſtian Charity © 411152 
Does inſtruct us to love, and, as far as 
may be, to benefit all mankind, | _ 
Chriſtian Duties. . 
Take care to practiſe the duties of 
your ſtation and condition: patience 
in adverſity, - content in poverty.— 
humility in proſperity, —a forgiving 
temper when at variance, —watchful- _ 
neſs in the midſt of temptation,—to 
avoid vexation and going to law.- 


C4 Cf 


22 Max1ms. 
| Chriftian Duties are founded on rea- 

ſon, not on the ſovereign authority 
ol God, commanding what he pleaſes. 
Suffering becomes ſinners, therefore 
we are commanded ſelf-denial, to 
be thankful for favours, — to fear what 
is truly dreadful, — to rejoice if it is 
for ſomething which we have reaſdn 
to be glad at. Gob cannot command 
us what is not fit to be believed or 
done, with "reſpect to the condition 
he has placed us in; all his commands 
being founded in the neceſſities of 
our nature, and. to make us more 
happy than we could ag: the be with- 
out them. | 


. Chriſtian Faith 
Makes future good things preſent ; 
_ eaſes temporal evils ; gives us a con- 
tempt for the pleaſures of this world.; 
and gives us a foretaſte of the j Joys. of 
eternity. 


: Cn . Liberty. 


Deprive not yourſelf of it; indulge 
not ſcruples ; and dread * : 
—ſome 


r „ 


a AD 
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—fome 5 run 10 3 to the 
other. Serve Gov, and be cheerful. 
Cbn Hiun Loibl 115 1K q 
It is « neceſſary to govern ourſelves 
by motives of Chriſtianity in moſt 
common actions of our 1 "3296 
- Ch riftian Myſteries, 
In gear mercy, revealed for our * 
not for our curioſity. Chriſt? * Haß 
nity, that we might muy Him with- 
out idolatry, R. lie 
Cbriſtian Privilege. 1 


in 1 (35 tt 
As you are a Chriſtian, you are the 


peculiar care of your Redeemer, and 
under the ee 4/++4 his Holy 
Angels. FD 27 is Ahoy | 


Chriflian Perfeflion, l 


16068 


Attained, as all other perfections, b by. | 
degrees MI that a Chriſtian is not to. 
be diſheartened by his imperfections. 


Go ſuits his graces to our preſent 
condition, and accepts of our endea- 


0 5 vours 


N - 
YE 


vours after bolineſs, though often in- 
terrupted, provided they be ſincere. 


e way to advance in Chriſtian 
eng is, to make Chriſtian re- 
ections upon every occurrence of 


life, and to endeavour to e by 
them. a 


Cbriſtian Perfection conſiſts not in 
having no failings, but in the reſiſting 
them always; and NR in not con- 
ſenting to them. 


Neither does it conſiſt in doing ex- 
traordinary things, but in doing com- 
mon things after a Chriſtian manner. 


One does not become holy all at 
once; do not run before grace. He 
that does not advance, en goes 


backwards. 


Gop commands unlimited holineſs: 
Thou fhalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart; that he may pro- 
portion his rewards to the greatneſs 


of r rs. 
All 


3s 
All that we can do (morally con- 


ſidering our weakneſs, temptations, 
&c. ) is the meaſure of our duty. 


MaAxIMs. 


 Curi1STIAaN RELIGION. _ © 

To follow our own will, our pak 
ſions, and our ſenſes, is that which 
makes us miſerable in this world. 
It is for this reaſon, and that we may 
have a remedy for all our troubles, 
that Chriſtianity obliges us to ſubmit 


our will, our paſſions, and our defires, 
to the Will and Law of Gop. 


An invincible proof of the truth of 
the Chriſtian Religion is, that Jeſus _ 
Chriſt foretold exactly whatever 
ſhould happen to himſelf and the 
Church; and that his doctrine ſhould - 
prevail over the powers of the world, 

and againſt the very corruptions and 
inclinations Var not by force, but 
by ſuffering, and by the Word. and S 
Spirit of Go alone. 405 th | 


The Chr tian Religion e conſt as. in 
performing worthily the duties jp: Wi 
owe. 


8 45a 1D. Da o - 


take care of his *hildien 
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owe to God, our neighbour, and our- 


. 
One of che g reateſt pidols of FRY 


gion is this, that no man ever found 
a perfect NF, on the fide of irre- 
ligion. | 


The end of Chriſtianity is, to per- 
fect the human nature by : a participa- 
tion of the divine. 


C 22 e! 


conſiſts i in order; namely, in letting 
every duty have its pro lace and 
tj The firſt 0s. lade, 
of a Clergyman is, to take care of 
his flock ;—of a magiſtrate, to dif- 
charge his office ;—of a parent, to 
—of a 
maſter, his family of a ſervant, to 
do his maſter's buſineſs faithfully. ; 

To engage in other buſineſs, before 
they acquit themſelves of theſe, is to 
g0 againſt order, and all they virtues 
are uſeleſs. m 5 

Wo | Chrift jan 
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Cbriſtian Yoke. © 

Let not the name affright us it 

is a yoke, but eaſier and ſafer than 

full liberty ;—it is a yoke that makes 


the practice of virtue pleaſant. that 


ſecures us from the violence of our 


corrupt nature from being ruined 


by falſe pleaſures, that will make 
thoſe croſſes, that are unavoidable, 
to be borne with pleaſure, — that gives 
us a liberty which the world knows 
nothing of. and a reward unſpeakable, 
that ſweetens our croſs, recompenſes 
our loſſes, and makes death, to others 
frightful, to Chriſtians a bleſſing ;—. 
a yoke to hinder us from ruining our 
ſelves. | 


They that would make Chriſt's 


the 


* 


— 
, — 
- 


* 
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the 


of Gop, and permitting men to love 
world, are bad directors. 


The great end and deſign of Chriſti- 
anity is the reſtitution of mankind to 
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the love of Gop, from- which they 
are fallen, by mortification, humility, 
ſelf-denial, and taking up the croſs. 


Its deſign is, to reſtore us to the 
favour of Gop, by reſtoring us to his 
image, in which we were created, 
but are ſince fallen; In order to this, 


it propoſes to us the remiſſion of our 


ſins, the aids of the Holy Wen, ane 
eternal happineſs after death. 


4 CnRISTIARS. 15 
It is an invaluable bleſſing to be a 


Chriſtian. . But then the crimes a 


man commits in that ſtate are greater, 
and more is expected from him. 


e follow the 


_ and precepts delivered by Chriſt, 


—to love what he loved, —and to de- z 


ſpiſe what he deſpiſed, Kc. 


A Chriftian ought to be ſuch in the 
whole action of his life, as well as 


in are acts of nn 


We. , 
EIT 244 4 i 


4 4 . a» „ 
; | % 5 * — _— £ A IE? 
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Maxis. 7:8 | 39 L 
Chriſtians indus.” | 
In vain do we bear the name _w be- 


levers, if we do not live like believers. 


Few people conſider that they are | 
Chriſtians. | 


A man without Chriſtianity, can- 


not but be in a ſtate of doubt, confu- | 
ſion, fear, diſtruſt, &c. 


cnuxch on Earth, the only way to 
that in Heaven. 


The Goſpel repreſents. the Church 7 
as a people who ſhould take up the 

croſs, renounce the world, ben, all 
worldly maxims and olicies, and even 
themſelves ;—who ſhould deſpiſe. the 
pomp, the wealth, and pleaſures of 

the world, and only glory in their 
ſufferings, their poverty and mortifi- 
cations, and in their good works; 
hs ſhould bring unbelievers to 
Chriſt's yoke, by mildneſs, by hu- 

mility, and the exerciſe. of a ſincere 


charity. 3 
| Ihe 


- 
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The Church is called a vineyard, 
| becauſe it is a place of labour, in which 
no man ought to be idle. | 


Though a man's being in the church 
is no certain mark of ſalvation, yet 
his being out of it is too ſure a proof 
that he is in the way of inevitable 
miſery, 


* 


; C burch Communion, 


Being appointed by Gop under the 
Law, and by Chriſt under the Goſpel, 
as a means to promote the glory of 
Go, and to preſerve the faith entire, 
a Chriſtian will not look upon himſelf 
as in a private capacity, but as one. 
united to Chriſt and his Church; pray- 
ing to and prong Gop for every 
favour which he vouchſafes to any 
: member, : © #3 


| Pale of the Church. 5: 


The merey of Gop, where there i is 
faith, ſincerity, and good works, can 
make good all canonical defects: his 

this 


: 

* 

i 

g 
* 

* 
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this ſhould not encourage men to de- 
ſpiſe the favour of being in a ſound 
part of the Chriſtian Church, which 
only has a right to the ineſtimable 
Namen of of the Covenant. 


 CivitiTy., 


There is. a Civility that proceeds 
from vanity ;; there is alſo a civility 
that is the effect of * N 
and zeal. 


CONTEMPT of FY Chrgy. 


We may truly ſay, as Moſes did, 
What are we? your murmurings 


e are not againſt us, but «Pa: the 
oo Tard. aki . 


: 


eben 


Deceney and cleanlineſs, according 
to. our rank, is all that is required | 
all above that creates contempt in- 
ſtead of reſpect. They that are in 


King's houſes may, without vanity, _ 


wear ſoft raiment. 7 
| Cone, 


— __— 


C OME, Jet us kill fm, that the inhbe- 


temptible, deſtroy their order, &c. 


us; we can then do what we Thr 


along with it; but then it ſhould be 
remembered, that ſuch! comforts be- 


niſter them to ſuch as have no right 


5 3 PONY are, and when they are 
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ritance may be Ours. 


This i is till the language of wieked 
men: Let us make his Miniſters con- 


and then they will no longer torment 


with Chriſt, his Goſpel, and Chriſti- 


. and live as we pleaſe. 


ComrorTs and FEARS. | 
Religion brings the greateſt comforts 


long to true Chriſtians only. We 
ſhould' be very careful not to admi- 


to them. They that want to be 
awakened, are o far more than they 
that want comfort. To teach people 
to make the beſt uſe of their afflicti- 
ons. — to teach people how to die 
well,. to exhort ſinners to a ſincere 
repentance, to let men know plainly 


not, 


"71 Maxis. 43 


not, in a ſtate of ſalvation. This is 
the true, and only ſafe way of admi- 
niſtering comfort. 
On the other hand, Chriſtians are 
not to be terrified without reaſon. 
Spiritual Comforts | 
Are great bleſſings ; but unleſs at- 
tended with obedience, ſelf-denial, 
humility, and other works of faith 


and labour, of love, &c. may be de- 
luſions of Satan. 3 2557 


Common Prayers. _ 


In theſe we join and pray, not as 
private men aſking bleſſings for them- 
ſelves, but as a religious ſociety, ex- 
erciſing their charity, which is the 
peculiar badge of the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion. „ i 

CoMMUNION of Saint. 

A Chriſtian is myſtically united to 
all the worthies on Earth and in Para- 
diſc, has an intereſt in their * | 

a 


— ah ie. fit 
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44 . 7-0 Maxis. 
and in all the bleſſings aſked and grant- 


Heriſtce, faith our Saviour.” Works 


ed them. 


be order to be obſerved i in JeepingGov' D's 


por 4 COMMANDMENTS. 


Moral duties, where both cannot, 


_ muſt be obſerved before poſitive in- 


junctions; I will have mercy, and not 


of 3 before works of piety. 


on of the end. namely, thoſe 
. 0 en. thoſe virtues, which 
have an intrinſic goodneſs in them 
before religion of the means; namely, 


thoſe inſtrumental. duties which are 


only means of attaining the other. 


For inſtance:— Prayer is a direct 
act of religion, expreſſing humility, 


dependance on Gop,—a gratitude, 


love, confeſſion of his power, his 


truth, or faithfulneſs, wiſdom, good- 
. nefs, &c. before Preaching, which 


1s. only a means of inculcating theſe. 
»Matthew ix. 13. 
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Concuriscance 


Conſiſts in the love of Arpt r. 
ſure. 


1 1 


How deſperately mad and blind are 
we to expoſe ourſelves to the ſeverity: 
of God's juſtice and vengeance, by 
not ſhewing an indulgence and ten- 


derneſs towards the failings of our 
brother! 


12 
# 2 


C of Le. 


| Every man's condition in life is ap- 
pointed by the wiſdom of Gop; and 
no man ought to wiſh it otherwiſe 
than it is; nor can he do it without 
taxing Gop with injuſtice. 


Sel -ConFIBENCE.. 


It is the greateſt of all maladies, to 
think ourſelves whole when we want 


2 N 


CONSCIENCE. 


ConDEMN not. © © 
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CoNnSCIENCE. 


"Gov only needs to deliver a finner 
to his own conſcience, to be aven ged 


of his ſin. 


Coonſcience is the preſent opinion a 
man has of his own actions. +6 


When! men have once ſuffered their 

conſciences to be governed by their 

* poaſſions, the vileſt wickedneſs will be 
1 | called a zeal for Gov. | 


When 6 4 5 forlakes a man, 
the Spirit of Gop does ſo too. 


Place of C onſeience, 


Never to be obtained but by the root- 
ing out of ſin.— This will fr pport you. 
under all worldly afflitions „and 
enable you to go through every dif- 
ficulty of life, when you know that 
you are in the way to heaven, and 
endeavouring to pleaſe Gon. 2 


ConsDERATION 


Og TRA SAT PTY 9 . ene 


r 
N b 


Con$1DERA TION 
Is half converſion. 


We ſay we love ourſelves, oy” yet 
do not care to converſe with ourſelves. 
This is abſurd; it is for want of | 
thinking that we are undone. 


1 


Repentance and Amendment are 
the natural eee of enn, 


ation. 4 
Consol Arion. £3 


We ES Gov for our F ather, Jeſus 
Chriſt for our Mediator, the Hol 
| Ghoſt for our Comforter, D_ Will 


not faith in theſe _— all our _ 
rows? 


CoNTENTMENT.. © hy 15 


Be . with a little. Jeſus 
= Chriſt was ſo, een all nature was 
mat his command. 1 


Neceſſaries are ſeldom VEST, . 
is eee which 1 is never ſatisfied, | 


corre 


Maxis. 


48 


CONTROVERSY. | 


| In moſt controverſies there is ſome. 
truth on both ſides ; projuclice will 
not let us ſee, much le 8 en 


ledge it. 


It is but a mieſrable dure to be an . 
ingenious, a learned der of as. 


peace of the Church. gg.. 


G 


- -Shinld be mild, well - bred- 
out debate, without obſtinacy; bear- 


ing with others? faults, without re- 
flecting on the abſent, —backward' 
to believe evil e ee the 


truth ſimply.— not judging others, 
 —avoiding flatterers and flattery. 
_ Chooſe for your friends perſons of 
ſenſe and piety, but never ſuch as 


take freedoms. Do not be in pain to 
Suffer nobody 


hear of your faults. 
to take freedoms with you, or to ſay 


any thing which you ought not to 


* Alflict ous but — 
the 


with- 
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the afflicted. Have no odd humours. 
Never blame without reaſon, and then 
you will be always minded z nevet 1 
reprove with paſſion make not 
yourſelf familiar with your ſervants; 
but remember, that they have a title 
to your charity, whether fick or, ig- 
norant. Hurt nobody ;—be ready to 
pardon injuries; - never make a jeſt 
of any body ;—every moment implore- 
the afliſtance of Goo, , &c. a 


; | HE a $714 TSS 3 
The manner of our ordinary con- 
verſation is that which either hardens 
people in fin, or awakens them to a 
ſenſe of piety. 28 te 


* 
N 4 


We always do good or harm to 
others by the manner of our conver- 
ſation. —.. OS A nt 


, 8 
i 
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Ex. 


30 Maxis. 


A man never converſes with evil 
people, ate in order to convert 
them) who does not leave them with 
His heart infected, his mind obſcured, 
+ his ſenſes tainted, his faith weakened 
W - by their maxims, his hope leſſened, 


* on” 
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Natural prudence may contribute 
towards the converſion of a man; but 
nothing that is natural can effect it. 
No true converſion without a change 


„„ 


nir 7 "Fig $5 he? | 
NS Inperfect Converſion.— ſuch as for- 
ſaking great fins, obſerving ordi- 
nances, &c,—often more hazardous 
than profligate lives. Theſe may 
lartle, thoſe may keep the mind at 


eaſe. The Goſpel, the only rule to 


judge | y 2— Bring for th fruits meet 


i] for repentance.” 


CONVICTION, | 
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Maxims. 3 
CONVERSION. © 


To as with the truth, when it 


is propoſed, is oftentimes A neceſſity 
ſtep to converſion. 


Conxvrrion of cur Nature.” . 


This is the firſt principle of piety 
and religion. He that will carefully 
look into his own heart, will cer 
find either all vices, or the ſeed of all, 


vices, ready to grow up, if not * 
out. N 


Covrrousuzss. | 


They who toil, that their keitdthay; 
be lazy ; and they who deny them< 


and religion, as. dane of madneſs | 


and infidelity. 


Coverouſneſs bis Socks a dee . 
power, that all the arguments in the 


| world will not convince a man that 


4 
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De. a 


hs is covetous. 


ſelves, that their children may live 
in luxury; are condemned, 7 reaſon 


IA MAxI1MS. 
The fewer deſires, the more peace. 


 Covetouſneſe is called idolatry, be- 
. cauſe it leads a man to do all that for 


money and riches, which he ought 
to do for the fake of Gop. 


A man is covetous not only in 
3 wronging others, but in holding his 
3 own with too much concern and af- 
: fection. Riches become not only the 
care, but the torment, of thoſe that 
| poſſeſs them, through fear of loſing 
wem. 3 Rake FE 
| Take COUNSEL of Gop. 


= That is, aſk his leave and aſſiſtance, 
before you act. This will both ſhew 
| us what is fit to be done, and reſtrain 
va from doing what is not fit. 


7 CoURTIER. | 1 

I be fear of diſpleaſing his Prince, 
and loſing his place, is what chiefly 
prevails with ſuch a perſon: if he has 
not the fear of Gop, he will ſacrifice 
conſcience, &c. to that defire, &c. 


| Rs off „ Arn 


MAx1MSs. 53 
CREATURES. 


We ſhould never look upon the 
creatures without conſidering their 
relation to the Creator: how] much 
of his perfections he has communi- 
cated to them ;—how he is preſent 
in them ;—the uſe he would have u us 
make of them, &c. 


CREED. | 


It is not the evidence of i its articles 
I ſhould require, but their truth; that 
is, whether I have ihdeniable rea- 
ſons that Gop has revealed them. 


|  Cross. . 
He who had all things i in his power, 


the moſt conſummate wiſdom, made 


choice of the ee hog þ ane _ b 
meanneſss. | 


All we aim at is to . "The: 
Goſpel faith, ** Bleſſed are they that 
mourn. —Strive to enter the ſtrait 
gate. Woe to that man who meets 5 
with no troubles. 53 Go | 


So does not require it of us, that 
we ſhould not feel any uneaſineſs un- 
der the afflictions of this life, but 
that we ſhould ſtrive to overcome it 


by his grace. 


Since the Fall, there is no ſalva- 

tion to be hoped but by the croſs.— 
In the ſweat of th face thou ſhalt eat 
bread. We muſt through much tribula- 

tion enter the kingdom of Heaven.— 
This is a fundamental truth. The 
good Lord engrave it upon my heart. 


We know not what we loſe, when 


we pray to be delivered out of our 


afflictions. | 
% Hr oe trnctt ff Ae ogsr es MH 
Tak UP THE CRoss. 

t | i | SRL 'z 
Can God, who loves us, take plea- 
fure in our ſufferings ? Could not he 
'ſhew us a way to be good without 
afflicting us ?. We are to judge of 
hat is beft, and what is neceſſary, 


by what he does, and what he re- 
quires. We are in a fallen condition; 
1 F ˙·1 hedts is” 
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Maxis. 386 
and in order to be reſtored, we muſt, 


of neceſſity, be humble. depend on 


Goo. entirely, - deny pur owns will, 


which leads us from Geb, believe 


in him, put our whole truſt in him, 


wean our hearts from the world, 


&c. All which Gop does by diſap- 


pointing us very often, —by ſuffering 
men to injure us,—by. letting us re- 
lapſe into fin, to convince us of our 


1 


own weakneſs. 


Self-love wiſhes to be made per- | 
ſet at once; but ſelf-love is What 


Gop will deſtroy, by a courſe of irk- 
ſome trials. Our diſeaſe is, an ex- 
ceſſive love of ourſelves, and of 


the world. God orders or permits a 
train of events, to cure us of this 


love. The cure is painful; but it is 


neceſſary. We ſuffer not from his 


cruelty, but from his love and care. 


He is a Father, and cannot take plea- 

ſure in our miſery he deprives us 
of what we love inordinately, that 
we may love him ;—by cotrecting, he 


D.4 ' - amends 
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ſigns. | 


56 Maxims. 


| Ane ncle us; — we would do ourſelves 


hurt, and he hinders us; we lament 
the loſs of a friend, that is, we are 


forry that he has eſcaped a great on 
of fin, vanity, &c. | 


We are purified by alllitions, and 
made fit for Heaven. Gov forces us 
from a vain deceitful world ; and we 


are in diſtreſs for this. Chriſt was 
made a man of ſorrow 's, to teach us 


how uſeful ſorrows arc. 


This is defigned as a peculiar Foote | 
40 Chriſtians. All men, ſince the 


fall, are ſubject to unavoidable mi- 


ſeries ; all the difference is, Chriftians 
ſuffer in obedience to the will of Good, 


which makes them eaſy ; unbelievers 


ſuffer the ſame things with an uneaſy 


will VAR mind. 
— yt een 


It is a moſt dreadful judgment when 


Gop permits a ſinner to meet with 
no obſtacles in accompliſhing his de- 


CvsToM. | 
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MAXIMS. / Ws -- 
Diſorders are not leſs criminal for 


being common, nor will they be leſs 


puniſhed on this account. 


DAMNATION. 


Men need not be at pains to go to 
hell; they will go there of courſe, 
if they make no reſiſtance, but leave 
themſelves at liberty. | 


5 DakkxEss. 
This life is truly called ſo, becauſe 


it hides from us things of the greateſt 


concern to us, which we mind not, 
underſtand not, while we are buſted. 
with the world. „ as 2 

Inevitable, by our oi confeſſion ; 


and yet we will not think of it. Life 


miſerable, (we own it) and yet afraid 


| 5 of that which, if We pleaſe, will put 


an end to our troubles. What de- 
plorable blindneſs is this! 50 


Ds ͤ timely. 
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A timely preparation for death fre 


us from the org 'of a. and Hem 


all other fears: 


If you han to die well, eh care 
to liv well. In order to this, 


1K. 3 the love of the world; 
for this, and the love of n are 
inconſiſtent. 2 


2dly. If you think wrap a | difficult 


work; remember, that the world is 


to be condemriet to eternal miſery : 
that is, all that love the en better 


| than God. 


1 The e we he: our fate 


termined for ever and ever. 


Athly. This conſideration, and a fear 
for ourſelves, ſhould ever be preſent 
with us, left the health we enjoy, 


and the ſeeming diftance of e 
: Thould malte us careleſs. / | 


gthly. If we deny ourſelves the 


0 of this life, we ſhall enjoy 


e that ſhall laſt for eve. 
SHthly. . 
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6thly. Confider that there can be no 
ſolid ſatis faction in this life, till we 
are got above the fear of death, and 
of what may e nnn. 
eternity. 


7thly. The Ring wy death is En. An 
holy life, therefore, is 90 only cyre 
for the ſear of deaths. 


8thly. Let us e Jevats our- 
ſelves wholly to God, make him the 
object of our love and defii ires, and re- 
ſolve that nothing in this world, be 
it of ever ſo great moment, ſhall pre- 
vail with us to do e we TREE 
will diſpleaſe him. 


gthly. Make the Word of Gov the 
rule of your actions, and pray for his 
grace, that you be able to obſerve it. 


rothly. N 3 a ſtrick watch over 1 
your ſenſes, leſt intemperance get the 
maſtery of you, and your outward. 


ſenſes be i in truments of polluting ' the, 
ſoul. 3 


11 chly. Cie | 
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- 11thly. Give alms of your goods, 
and ſo you will gather toyourſtlf a good 
reward in the day of neceſlity. I was 
an hung red, and ye gave me meat; &c. 


12thly. Do not dare to ſleep till you. 
have made your peace with Gop, by 
confeſſing your fins, and by making 
reſolutions of amendment where you 
have done amils. 


.13thly, Of all things beware of 
lukewarmneſs, and an indifference 
for eternity. To prevent this, 


14thly. Let the awakening conſider- 
ation 15 a future judgement be ever 

preſent with you, and the conſequence 
of that dreadful day to the ungodly. 


1 5thly. The Lord's Supper being a 
ſovereign medicine for all the diſcaſes 
of the 1 and eſpecially againſt that 
univerſal diſeaſe : $7 fear of death, it 
ſhould never be neglected. 


. 16thly. In ſhort, live as becomes a 


Chriſtian, and then you may ſay with 


the Apoſtle, To me to die is gain. 
Our 


MAxlus. 61 


Our happineſs or miſery begins 
when we die.——It is only your ſins 
that can make you afraid of dying. 


It concerns us, more than our life 
is worth, to know what will become 
of us when we die. - 


When death comes, we ſhall either 
be infinitely happy, or infinitely mi- 
ſerable, as ſure as we now live, as 
ſure as God is true; ſo that there is no 
trifling in a matter of ſuch concern. 


If we look upon death only as a 
puniſhment to which we, as f ners, 

are juſtly condemned, we could have 
little comfort in the thoughts of it. 


But if we look upon it in another 
view, as a ſacrifice for fin, which 
Gop will mercifully accept of, in 
union with the death of his Son, for 
the pardon of all our offences, pro- 
vided we ſubmit to it as due to our 
ſins, the thoughts of death will then 
be matter of real comfort to us. 


Our 


nners, 


Our only confidence is to be de- 
rived from Gop's mercy in Jeſus 
Chrift, with full purpoſes of doing 
our duty. 


A good Chriſtian will neither be 
fond of life, nor weary of it. 


If Gop were pleaſed to kill us, 
(ſaid the wife of Manoah) he would 
not have received a burnt- offering at 
our hands, neither would he have 
ſhewed us all theſe things.“ 


No this is the comfort of Gop's 
ſervants :—If Gop vouchſafes them 
time to confider their latter end, and 
grace fo prepare for it, —by renewing 
their vows by recelvin 8 the Lord's 
Supper, —by touching their hearts 
with the duties of charity and alms- 
deeds, &c. All theſe are proofs of 
Gop's tender regard for his poor crea- 
tures, and grounds for a-Chriſtian to 
hope that Gop will give his graces 
with pardon and happineſs. X 


 Whoſoever -. 
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Whoſoever ſhall call upon the name 
of the Lord, ſhall be ſaved. . 


my Lord, are thine o. 5 


N. B. Much more of our mY 
perity is owing to the providence" of 
Gop, than to our own contrivance or 
endeavours. MOTT ee 


Death. Funeral. = 


When we attend a funeral, we are 
apt to comfort ourſelves with the 
happy difference there is betwixt us 
and our dead friend. Let us at the 
ſame time remember, that every 
wicked man is dead while he lives 
dead to all the true ends of life. Let 
the dead bury their dead. 


Deatb and Fudgment. 8 
Who will pretend to ſay, that be | 


is not in a very few days to die, and 
to appear before the eee of | 
Gop? _ : 


0 Matt. viii, 22. ; 


 DgJEcTION. 


64 MAxius. 
DeJzcTION. | 


Be ſatisfied, that he whois teſnpted; 
and ſorry for it, is in a much ſafer 
condition than * that meets with no 
unculinels, or diſturbance 1 in his ans. 


DEeJECTED Spirit 


You muſt not always expect ſun- 
ſhine, but to have your turn of dark- 
neſs, &c. Let not this make you 
uneaſy. You can do nothing of your- 
felf. He that gives joy can, and 
will, give you ſtrength to bear ſorrow. 


Do every thing with a deſire to 
pleaſe Gov, let what will come of it; 


then you are fafe ; all will be well at 
the laſt. 


Gop has very often granted the 
greateſt favours to the greateſt ſinners, 
as inſtances of his mercy and good- 


neſs, &c. that none may deſpair, Who 


ſeek him in ſincerity. 


DEISM. 


MAxIMS. "£00. 
DEe18M. YR 
Wüde rejects the Mediator, der 
dlares war againſt Go. 


Deſſin. Atheiſm. He that acknow- 
ledges a Gop, without knowing his 
own miſery, is no more than a Deiſt; 
as he is an Atheiſt, who ſees his own 
miſery, without knowing and con- 

feſſing a Gop who is able and willing 
to help him. | 


Self- B 


The very foundation of ſpiritual 
comfort. f 


We have 3 to ſuſpect every 
doctrine which would teach us to 
avoid ſin, without offering violence 
to nature, ſince the Scriptures every 
where ſpeak of the difficulty of work 
ing out our ſalvation, and besann | 
innocent. 


Self- Denial, abſolutely 2686 10 
fit one to receive e the grace of Goo. 
| It 
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It was for this reaſon that John the 
Baptiſt was ſent before Chriſt, to pre- 
pare the way, &c. 


Ile that takes all the liberty he may, 
will certainly. repent of it. In all 
earthly pleaſures be ſatisſied with a 
te, and you will never repent of 
eing ſo. 5 


+ He that does not practiſe the duty 
of ſelf-denial, does not put . himſelf 
into the way of receiving the grace of 


Se Denial. Not to lay ourſelves 
under any unalterable obligations: 


it is often a great ſnare. Beſides, 


when one has it in his power to enjoy 
the world, it is then a great virtue 
either to deny one's ſelf, at ſuch and 
ſuch times, or to uſe it as becomes a 
chriſtian. | J 1 

If a man would ſeriouſly apply 
himſelf to maſtering the infirmities of 
his nature, and the inconveniencies 


þ he 
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he is ſure to meet with, he would 
have ſufficient to exerciſe this virtue: 
To learn to bear the pride of one, 
- the ſtupidity of another, the rude- 
neſs the neglect of a third, with 
calmneſs ; — to ſubmit to hurry of 
buſineſs when duty requires it; to 
noiſe, diſorders, negligence of ſer- 
vants ; diſappointments, loſs of goods 
and of friends; — to bear With the hu- 
mours, the follies, the tricks, the 
indecencies, of thoſe with whom we 
have to do. Theſe are inſtances of 
our? ſelf-denial, if they are done in a 
ſpirit; of piety, with ſwectneſsbecom- 

ing a Chriſtian. ty, 0 


If Gov ſuffers us to follow our na- 
tural inclinations, we are ſure to be 
for ever undone: We are therefore 


to pray to him to give us the grace of 
ſelf. denial. 


A life of idlcnefe, FRO lg 
ſelf-love, is a reſignation of ourſelves 


to every vice, except ſuch as cannot 


7 


and 


68 | Maxis. 


be committed without trouble, - and 
gives men entirely up to the power 


of the Devil. 


DesPaiR. 


Conſider what Gop can do, and 
you will never deſpair of ſucceſs, 


Gop never leaves us till we forſake 
him. We do this, or are in danger 
of doing ſo, when we forget very 
often to think of him, and 70 live as 
in his preſence. 1 


„No än is fallen beyond ins e 
of Gop to raiſe him. 


All people | ought to be prowphe to 
Apr of ſalvation without holineſs 


+ of life. ; 


We never ſeek Chriſt too late, or 
to no purpoſe, when we ſeek him 
with ſincerity, nne and a peni- 
tent heart. id 


DETRAC-· 


Max1ms. 69 


DETRACTION. 


* 


1 will hear you ſpeak. evil of ERS 
provided you will own that you 97 
ſerve to be evil ſpoken of yourſelf. 


| DevoTIoN. 


To defire to ſerve Gov in the ſtate 
of life his Providence has placed one 
in, endeavouring every day to ſerve 
him in that ſtate more perfectly: this 
is true devotion, true zeal ; all beſide 
iSvanity, or preſumption; 


Devotion is a conſtant application 
to the duties of one's ſtation. 


You deſire to know how moſt aſ- 
ſuredly to pleaſe Gop :—Make your 
ſoul a temple, and ſerve him there 
continually ;—watch over yourſelf, 
that you neither think, nor ſpeak, 
nor do any thing to diſpleaſe him: 
When you have done ſo, immedi- 
ately aff pardon ; He is always in his 
temple. 


Devotion 


70 Maxis. 


Devotion has its name from devoting 
ourſelves entirely to Gop, —univerſal 
obedience to his will, to his com- 
mands, and to all the appointmetits « of 
his Providence, in all circumſtances 
of life ;—to part with all for his ſake ; 
—to obey k Ren ee reſerve. 


* * 2 
; + ; | #. + 
, . DEvouT. % 7 4 7 7 


o be but! is, moſt earneſtly to 
deſire to be ſaved, and to neglect no- 
thing in our power in order to that 
end. In other concerns, it is called 
Application of the Mind to the beaſts 
_ neſs you have undertaken... *_ 


The devout ſee things in a true 
light : they enter the church with 
veneration; L it to be the houſe 
of Gop they conſider the preacher 
as Gop's 2 een ſermon, as 
Gop's word, — the congregation, - as 
Gop's children, — the Sacraments, as 
effectual means of grace, and as ineſti- 
mable bleſſings. 1 


1 


ee 


MaxI1Ms. 6 
-* DrpyroveTIES, . 
A man may have truth on his fide, 
and yet be put to a ſtand by a ſubtit 
adverſary, _ $15: 4 XS 


It is prudence to conſider and fore- 
ſee difficulties ; but then it is Chriſtian 
prudence, when Gop calls us to any 
work, to obey Gop, and to depend 
upon him for means of overcoming 
thoſe difficulties, which we ourſelves 
are deſtitute of, For Gop generally 
removes all thoſe obſtacles, when a 
man undertakes any thing for his 
ſake alone, with faith and courage. 


When a man confiders, that Gov _ 


is as powerful againſt all men as 
againft one fingle perſon, a good 
Chriſtian will not be caſt down, tho! 
the whole world ſtrive to oppreſs. 

him. * 5 5 2 910 En ; 
Difficulties of Chriftranity. = ö 5 
| * will make every thing eaſy, 
and if grace may be had for aſking, a 


1 Chriſtian „ 


72 MaxiMs. 
a Chriſtian has no reaſon to ſay, that 
any thing that is commanded him is 
- hard. F 3 
DisciPLINE. 
We have reaſon to bleſs Gop for 
thoſe fins which awaken us, lead us 


to repentance, make us to love much, 
becauſe much has been forgiven. 


\ 


Dis APPOINTMENTS. 


Let your expectation be moderate, 
and your diſappointment will not be 
grievous. —Events feared, often prove 
beſt; and where we. have expected 
ſatisfaction, we often meet with 
croſſes, —Theſe are Gop's ways. 


It is happy for us, ſometimes, to 
meet with diſappointments, that we 
may be forced to adhere more cloſely 
to Gop, and to ſeek for conſolation 
in him alone. 


DrscoNsoL ATE. 


MaAxuns. 3 
DiscoxsoLATE. 


When fears oppreſs a Chriſtian) 
ke ſhould call to mind the words of 
Jeſus Chriſt to his diſciples: Ir is I. 
be not afraid.” This will comfort us 
under all troubles, to believe that it 
is e who ſpeaks to us. 


1 24 
C219 


DisevTEs.' + 1% 


Strive hot about little things 1 


you loſe the ſight of the 'mark of 
your high calling. 


Diſputes: are certainly nec y. 
where fundamental truths are 5 
and to be defended, or when very 
dan gerous errors are broached. 


Y 


. 


Mien of | buſineſs, men of pleaſure, 
Fa too often men of learni - ©. 
all moved by the ſame ſecret 
namely, a ſatisfaction they ad in 
forgetting themſelves, and e 
the" ae of dying. 

#51; £36 '» John vi. 20. 171 


74 MaAxIMs. 

| Diverſions are apt to make us loſe 
the, remembrance of the dangers that 
encompaſs, us, Which is . ready 
way. 0 nn. 1340 2if] (3; 11127 ” $6 


1-17 


- 


7 DivixE Gnaer enr 48 


| Regent all the miſchief whi mY fin 
has made in our nature, —recovers us 
from the ſlavery of our luſts, —diſpels 
| 12 darkneſs of our underſtanding.— 

leals the infirmities of our will. 
cures us of ſelf- love. carries us from 
the creature to the Creator. — and, 
from being Lane makes us Kul- 
dren * 5 113 Irinamtt ad : | 


- 


"Divine Narture, N 
eee to us by i Pncerity ; ; 
that is, by doing 'what is in our 
power to pleaſe Gon, and by avoid- 
ing what will diſpleaſe him: — by. elf 
denial; that is, denying the animal 
_ life, even in things indifferent, if 
they endanger captivating us : by 
earneſt prayer to God for: the aſſiſtance 
of his Spirit, to enable us to know | 


and do our duty. 43 a 


4 


Ma x1Ms: 75 


D fo others as ye- would they Should aff 
unte Js 17 ie 


That very ſelf. love. which" blick 
us, with reſpect to our nei bas s 
good and rights, is made by "Chriſt a 
means of convincing and informing 
us what we ought to do, by obliging 
us to change perſons;: &c. which will 
ſhew us our our inſuſtice _ our cet | 


Do not VS publraugs 2h} ſame \ on 


A man who finds nothing in bis 
life, but what may be found ina Turk 
or an Heathen, will find at laſt that 
his Chriſtian name will be of little 
| uſe, unleſs to condemn him. 


3 Ali 2 Þ 

. Dounrs of Conse 5 T 

\ News difobey the plain commands 
of Gop ; and when there ig nothing | 
but beben, af: Foains. in obeys 
ing the commands of your governors, 

do not ſet opinion before Jogan. 
Obey authority, if it is not very plain 

"oy mal ſin againſt Gon. 


E 4 One 


* 


| 10 Maxis. 


One may ſometimes obey a finful 
| „ without ſinning. Thus 
Joab obeyed David in. wee et the 


People. ae 32-01% t iin 
* THT Dkzsbr vs Tavras 


niche nat to be forchorne for, fear of 
| caſting men into deſpair. They are 
rather to be often inculcated, to force 
ſinners, by the ſight of their dangers, 
to throw themſelves" into his arms, 
WO is n refuge N all ngen. 
| Pre: Ant 18 F 

1184! et: Ls. 134i "Dory... Mice 7] 

515 171 is . to ſeck for ae. 
ents, when we ſhould do our .duty.— 
Thus Pilate ſcourged Jeſus Chriſt, 
in hop $ that would ſatisfy the Jews, 
A A might not be obliged to 
act nin! his conſeienee, in con- 
| Nenn him, which yet he did. 


$4254 The flothful. and the dilig ent are 
upon a level, if neither i them 
knows what to do, or does i it not. 


- 
47 ö 
1 9 . . 1 1 i | 
9 * 


e 


— 


Max1Ms, I. T7 
Be more intent upon the diſcharge 
of duty, than upon the fruit of it. 


Men are often ſet upon doing not 
what they ought, but what hap! de- 
fire, x 4 2 2 50 I 


Duty of Priendſbip h 
It is a pernicious. complalſance to 


conceal from our friends mortifying ; 


and afflictive truths, when it is EX | 
N they ſhould know them. 1 


When I fee a a 8055 man takin care 
of his children, teaching them their 
duty, or bringing them to be taught, | 
I conclude this man performing the 
duty of his ſtation. 


— * 


. EprricArrox. 
You fa 7 you were much edified by 


ſuch a diſcourſe, yet you continue 
{till the ſame : You deceive TO” 
you were not edified. 


- 
5 s 7 | 
T $37 2 "F 4 1 ; _ 5 
© a ” 4A » . * *＋ * 
- 3 8 


gte Ediſication. 


Iti is not he that teacheth Gaal con- 
vinceth; but we convince ourſelves, 
when, by Gop's Grace, we attend 
to what we hear, and dwell upon it. 


ELECTIOR. 


Our Geurity is not to be derived 
from ſigns, but from duty, which is 
the beſt ſign; and Gop's s mercy the 
- beſt ground of confidence, 


We cannot poſſibly periſh, if we 
adhere to Jeſus Chriſt, by a lively 
faith in the power of his grace, by a 
perfect reſignation to his guidance 
and direction, and by a well- grounded 
Saline! in his goodneſs. 


Elec and Reprobate. 


Gop's mercy. and goodneſs towards 
the former, 'is more amazing than his 
feverity towards the latter, 24 


* © * 1 * a * 
* 4 . 1 1 5 * 1 
4 4 


ETO NE. 15 


That Eloquence is to be avoided 
which would raiſe the paſſions, with- 
| OOO | out 


T 


Maxis e“ 79 


out curing the errors of the under- 
nne (03 ine 54 . 6 11301 5: 


"True Elod Hence, is is ſpeaking of 'our 
calf clearly; true zety, 18. acting 
what one knows. T6 aim at more 
than this is to run into endleſs miſ- 
takes, | NI ak SA HKD I 3 -s 


10 163% SOR Es 
ExxMIESs. 10 
| When we think of Auge kind- 
neſs, our enemies ought to have the 
firſt place in our thoughts; for then 
we act as becomes Chriſtians. 


To forgive our enemy before he. z 1s 
ſenſible of his fault, is to encourage 
him in his ſin: but not to forgive 
him, is to fino one 's ſelf. Which will 
you c chooſe FE 


. Ani | ai 
155 of Brant 


Conſiſts in deſiring their welfare, 
praying for them, ſpeaking well ot 
them, and aſſiſting them as their oc- 
caſions require. No Lawgiver but 


n 7 E + | v Gop, 


8 2 4A 


8 Maxis. 


Go, who foos the heart, could give 
ſuch a law, ſo contrary to fleſh and 
blood, with hopes of having it obeyed ; 
but Gop who ſees it neceſſary to 
fit us for Heaven. If Gop had not 
loved us while we were his enemies, 


we never could be ſaved. 


We have more reaſon to love than 
to hate our enemies, if we look upon 
them as inſtruments of our ſanctifi- 
cation, as they really are when they 
give us occaſion to exerciſe our virtue. 


Remember, that you are the diſci- 
en of him who died for his enemies. 


A man who conſi ders, that perha $ 
kis own ſalvation depends upon the 
fal vation of his enemy, will not fail 
to pray for Ace and endea vour for 
his ehe 


The Eb of Mane; 


" * 0 our Maker, wha we 
act as 977 we were made Nuss for little 
ends. tf * 


ENMITY. 


n, 9 
ENT T. 12. TA 

A man that i is at variance, and re- 
fuſes to be reconciled, has but one 


prayer to make, . that: dan 
would change his heart. 


Vou ſay that you cannot * hs 
man that has injured and yet 
you muſt ſee: him, and forgive un 
too, before you die. 7 


I will forgive, but I will have no- 
thing to do with him. It is plain 
you do not forgive him. 0 31 2o17tin 


Enron, 1 5 8 
Serious piety is the beſt defence | 
ru. wicked doctrine. 


An error in faith will almoſt neceſ- 
farily be — by ee 


tice. WALES 2 3 7 He 314 fl 7 nsr 01 


There is a „ of An as 
well as of bodies, which communi- 
cates itſelf by the ways and manners 
of thoſe with whom we converſe. 


'Es And 


32 Maxis: - 
And this too often happens; eben: 


men, inſtead of conſulting inward 
truth, attend to the ſentiments of 
others, who have already corrupted 
themſelves, and, by an impoſing air, 
endeavour to corrupt all about them. 


It is a dreadful, but juſt judgment, 
n the mind ſhould: fall into error, 


. the heart has A 2 itſelf to 
ſin. 


The mind is ſeldom corrupted be- 
dere, the heart. Gop generally 0 
niſhes the one by the other. | 
ETERNITY. 

.. Conſider, things as they hays n 

to N l 

Etemity. 188 


— only happineſs of this life is, 
to be ſecure of a pleſled eternity. 
e Aire Eternity. Time. | 


po * is the time in which we muſt 


chook what and where we will be ie 
all 


4 
* 


Maxixs, | 83.2 
There i is no time to be 


he, 


all eternity. . 
loſt to, make our Choice 1 in. 


Where ctixalty; lies at 
that loſeth one day, hazards all.. 


ln 


21 249 


Rake, . 


ETERNAL SALVATION, 


"This changes the nature of all"hy- 
man things, which are ſo far good or 8 
evil, as they 3 or 1 this 


one end you . 051. 

Ly U. 25 Eis 1 og 5 4 

; Ra to Gop's will; the 
occaſion of all evil and miſery. en 
| 4100 57 4 gut 


\ Evil-ſpeaking. A 


There i 15 no man but knows more 
evil of himſelf than he does of his 
neighbour. ang z Hai 

ma g * 
f Evil EXAMPLE, 


4 


Nothing is more contagious than 
the evil example of perſons in autho- 
rity, whether they be Laymep-orCler» 


n. | 5 Min Good 


# 


300 | Mxx1m "74 | 
| Good: Bxaniple. 19 # 


There i is no reproof more OP and 
modeſt, no condemnation, no'exhor- 


5 more Web than a 457903 
Ii Co 4; | 


- % 
«EO 


„ 


. 0-72 TIBET) vir] 


; 5 
18 


ExcomMunicaTion: / 9 $00 
A man is cut off from the body of 
Chiiſt;/ as well by not living accord- 


= ing to the: Goſpel, . as 5 0 not believ- 
| Ing the RT 


SFO! 


2 0 alli ourſelves. with 
theſe ; our perfection conkilts, in N 
poking them. 

4 Foilings of good me; 1 
oy permits theſe, that men may 
ſiee plainly that there is no pe ſon in 

; Rm nature Is not corrupted. _ © 9H 
Fair. 


* 


| Max IMS. 


4 


N 5 90 
r 
I. * 


| F 2 1 3 
1239 EV AITH. 5 TT e ik F 2 2 


ti Faith I want;* faith dene. | 3 +4 
tine; but then he ſhould Know, that &. 
it is the gift of Gop ; that it muſt be 
aſked, and that a man muſt put hin, 
ſelf into a way to obtain it. * 1 


Hp true Faith. | 25 . 


It is not a light matter we we w__ 
believe, concerning Gon the Farber, - 9 
the Son, and the Spirit. Our ſalva- > 5 
tion depends on it, that we believe as 
the Saints of old believed, (Jude 3 N.. 
not as we have a mind to believe M 
underſtand the Scriptures. / ye * us. 
lieve not that I am he, ye ſhall die in 
your fins.” He that ſoeaketh agarnſt 1 - 
Holy Ghoſt ſhall never be forgiven q R. 

dee. are words which ſhould make 
128 ear ful, either of eee . 
ing the 8 34 


| us fruits of faith hive! we to 

ſhew ? Do we live by faith ? Do „ 

. ben vi. 4. 4 Majth, i. 32. er 1 * 
ow: pPromiſes 


- * + ' 
* 1 1 4 


Maxrs.”. 


| promiſes and threats of the Goſpel 


affect us as if;preſent,.?; Do we r 
late our e e 8k; choices, Ke. 
07 3 owes 
: Fo Vou a you believe the Goſpel: : 
you live as if you were ſute not one 
. of it is true. This is madneſs 


not to be expreſſed, | © 


| 72 3 „ em dil. z 30 
* Where. there is 4 true faith, it 
3 * miracles every day; it caſts 

opt devils, —ſpirits of malice, pride, 


A Va 4% 


* ö ; luſt, covetouſneſs, bi evenge, &. E 3111 


e eie muck obl ged to believe 
4 G0 with reluctance to our under- 
1 "+ AA as "to obey him with re- 


luctance to our will. „ r TILT 
8 oy | 1 oy 
es: , * * Fs 4 | * * i c ; * 
4 : \ 8 Ae 174 | Neceſſity of Raub, 212 80K 


5 He that feels what a ſad condition 
| 1 is in, will ſee the neceſſity of a 
faith which will remove mountains, 
Auch a confidence in the power, 
goodneſs, and promiſes of Gop, as 


may make him ſuch as Gop has com- 
manded 


| 2 
4 * * 3 
AXIM SS. 
k pa * a 
— "+ 3 * 


* 


raided us to be n oh. Lhe; 
wrought - by that Spirit which, raiſe 
up Chriſt from the dead, to whom © 
potbuog is impoſſible. ddl A 2 5 
| 1 


| Faith and Practice. 

If it were as eaſy to Perieade men to 
do What they know they ought to do, 
as it is to convince' them that ſuch 


things are fit and neceſſary, and com- 
manded, we ſhould ſoon ſee a refor- 


mation that would ſurprize us. 


An inward diſpoſition as neceſſary 
as external evidence. The proud an 
the wicked hate that light Wich 
would force them to forſake their ſins 
A man may be careleſs of his ſoul; 
abuſe the light Gop has given him; 1 
and he may neglect to pray for that 
grace which is the gift of Go, and 
— alone can (diſcover the 11 to 

mn, 1 | 20 007.-4t03731 l 


People who will not believe the 


Goſpel, want faith more than proofs. 


W 1 | $ ee. ; hi h 
The excellency of faith, whic 
rig 90 T9 fr n%1 MQ- : tru 
| G 10 5 "4 makes 


Lana 


« 


= 


- 


* 


i, 


n Maxis. * 


e us know things "ik we Cate 
not comprehend, makes us poſſeſs 
that Which yet is not, and makes us 
find ſatisfaction. in the RT tem- 
We * "= 
CP 5, \ Faith i in » GOD. 

© « Before the cock crow, thou malt 
4 deny me.'—This ſhews us, that 
Go knows our hearts better than we 
ourſelves do; and therefore weought to 
believe what God has revealed and 
e though it be never ſo, con- 
rary to our e en We often 
ow the will of Gon, without know- 
ing the reaſons thereof ; and even then 
to ſubmit with chear fulneſs, is the 
- wed obedience of faith. 


* 41 * 48 * SF 


add 


Wherever there is an inclination 
to ite the faith, there can be no 
po tion to-believe and embrace it 


iT fee: the Heavens opened, and the 

l San of nan Handing on the right band 
Gad. Faith diſcovers this to every 
e but then it muſt be an 
actual, 


- 


1 10 Faith. Obpaacles, _ n od. bas.” 


| Maxis, , 


aQtuil, preſent faith, 4 Lich chat f is | 
next to viſion. e 


Our life muſt anſwer forge faith: wr: 


All Chriffians' believe Ph. truths | 
only | 


and myſteries of the Go 
they that are ſpiritual ' unde 


them. A man may pleaſe himſelf 


with the empty ſound of words, and 
neglect, or be very ignorant of their 
importance, and of the truths con- 


1 


tained in them. 4 is, I. B II 7 E 
In Jeſus Chriſt, 48 the mediator 


betwixt GoD and man, is the foun- 


dation of the Chriſtian Religion. As 
we hope for ſucceſs in any iz, we 
do, we muſt unite ourſelves to him, 
and beg of him to intercede with 
Go nene ee 


FE "3 111 2 8 1 
0 ogg: Faith and Geer eos, 


"God has A right to be believed in 


what he bas revealed, as well as to 
be obeyed in what he has commanded, 


The authority is 'the fame. And = 
Go expects ſubmiſſion in one as _ 


well as the other inſtance. 
Faith 


+ 


: Faith is the meaſure of all other 
gift ts of Gop. According to your faith, 
be xt unto ee "FE 8 


> Ty 41? j l 


Fnaitb in God. We believe a man 
like ourſelves upon his bare word; 
and yet, ſuch is the corruption of 
our nature, that we make a difficulty 
of believing the word and oath of 
Gop, when it ſuits. not with our 
reaſon, or thwarts our paſſions. at 


Lord, increaſe my faith; Grant that 


go 1 Mane, 


it may purify by heart that it may 


Work by love; —that I may live by 
faith in the Son of God WK at the 


day of judgment it may be found to 


begin and honour, and glory, 7 


and is rooted in this faith, will enjoy 
peace in the midſt of the moſt power- 
ful enemies: his infinite Wildon ſees 
our wants, his infinite goodneſs will 
incline him to help us, and his infi- 
nite power can do what he ien 75 


Matth. bs, 29. 5655 Fab. 


Faiths 2 ; the power of God, —He that 
believes in God the Father Almighty, 


 Maxnus!. 


Faith, the Affifance of Gf Sei. 
It is for want of this, that Chriſti- 
ans, under the apprehenſions of not 
being able to overcome all their ſins, 


will not ſet themſelves againſt any of 


them—or will ſpare their darling 
fins, and avoid that reſignation; ſelt- 
denial, and mortification, which are 
required of every true Chriſtian, -- 


Every Chriſtian: who believes the 
Goſpel, may be aſſured that Gop, 
who calls us to holineſs; is both wile 
ling and able, if we are not wanting 
to ourſelves, to free us from all dur 
corruptions, by the aſſiflance of his 


Spirit. And, in truth, this was the 


15 of Chriſt's coming into the world; 
and who gave himſelf for us, that he 
might redeem us from all iniquity.” 


Whoever does not faithfully believe. 25 


the poſſibility of doing every thing 
through Chriſt, who ſtrengthens us, 
will neither pray for ſuch a power, 
nor attempt to act by it, nor trouble 
himſelf about it. | 

r Tit, it, 13. On 


* 


© Maxis: 
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— 


on the Ws hand bes a Chri- 
tian is fully perſuaded, that Chriſt, 
by his Spirit, can and will aſſiſt us in 
overcoming the greateſt corruptions 
that human nature is ſubject to; why 
then we ſet about it with courage and 
confidence, and ſhall be changed from 
glory to glory, 0 wy "ROE of the. 


— 1. 


Fab 4 77 oaks. 


Faith is the root of works. A root 
. that produceth nothing is dead. 


Z 448 11: 13G Life of Faith 
: Conſiſts i inajuſt knowledge and eſteem 


of the Chriſtian Reli gion. a love for 


the church, in which it is taught and 
practiſed ;—a zeal for the truth: —a 
great contempt for carthly things ;— 


a'true affection for thoſe that are Kew, | 


venly ga great value for Chriſt cru- 
.. cified; a defire to be united to him; 
— hatred for ſin, "em love of virtue; 


»r | 
31 3 2 332 * * 


4 Je 
0 


/ 


joyfully clofing with "this: means of -. 
grace, the Sacraments and other Or- 
dinances of Gop, and thankful for 
them ;—an entire confidence in the 


grace of Gop, and as great a dif- 


dence in 3 and in our own 
works ;—a real love and value for the 
word of Gop ;—and; in one word, 


a juſt eſteem for every thing ha "NE 
* to the world to come. 


Faitb, Reaſon, Pa., Fae) 


If reaſon oppoſes faith, paſſion op- 
poſes the dictates of 8 : muſt 
reaſon be deſpiſed, therefore? No. 
hy then muſt faith be ſet aſide, be- 


cauſe what ſhe directs ſeems abſurd 
to reaſon ? | 


hy ” 
"+ . - 


| FALSE SHAME. IPA 
_ Whoever is aſhamed of his « Maſt 


Falle Teachers. nota © 

God permits theſe, eng to 
. the negligence, idleneſs, or 
| — 


e A - % 1 


34 3 Maxnie. 


* "vofaithfulacls of thoſe who by their 
profeſſion ſtand — to ne and | 
Tune me truth. 5 


"4 
* 


1 ine 


F rom e meats, rather cha 
From all, as it would anſwer the ends 
of mortification, in not gratifying the 
palate; nor miniſtering to luxury, ſo 
it would agree with every conſtitu- 
tion, and anſwer the objection, That 


my health will not ſuffer me to faſt. 


ugs 01 Frans. 


Hle that attempts to get rid of bis 
gle by running from Gop, will in- 
fallibly increaſe them. Reo 2. 


Men are too apt to fatter ems! 
ſelves, that Gop will not be ſo ſevere 
as he has threatened. This hardens 
men in ſin, and makes them boldly 
venture upon damnation. This is to 
repreſent Gop as a God not terrible 

in judgment. Let a juſt fear of 
eam s Vengeance have its * | 
110 e 


hl * 


* . 3 
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fe, &c. The 8 = rit of God makes 
uſe of flames, of fire and brimſtone, 
to awaken us, to repreſent i it to asd 


You ſee, therefore, the folly if 4.6 
thoſe who ſay that there is one event 
to the righteous / and the wicked. 1 
That it is in vain to ſerve Gop." © "> 451 


You. hear on the other hand, STEW i 
the Plalmiſt ſays, and which is worth 
your laying to heart, That in keep- 
ing Gop's commands, there is great 
reward* ;—a reward which eye hath 
not NOW nor ear heard, ke. 13401 


Fear of Cl. 


A rv has: no other Haber of hi 
virtue, but the fear of olfending Gov. 


Fear of Man. 


To nepledt out duty for fear 
man, 6r any temporal evils, is to for- 
yet the anger of Gov. 27815 


| : 
Tis #1 


- heel. Is, 2. „ Mal. il. 14. "= Plalm, XIX, 11. 
Fear 


F 


- „ 


Tx 1 Fear f Man. Paſtor. 2 


"2 bete whom fear renders weak and 

©» cowardly,” in the exerciſe of the mi- 

nniſtry, forget that they exerciſe it in 

the name and place of Jeſus Chriſt, to 
* hem they muſt account. 


̃ 12 Foop. . Intemperance., 


or Without the grace of 'Goy, that 
"which i is intended and neceffary for 
the life of the _ "becomes the 
_Ueath of the foul. | 


Fore IVE: e Tis Enemies. 4 


Theſe muſt haye no bounds in the 
heart, though, as to the outward be- 
haviour, they may haue ſome limita- 
tions. + $f 11140 91 | EK 147-1014 


1 RIENDSHIP 
15 to be purchaſed only by friend(hip. 
A man may, have authority over 


others; but * can never have their 
un Hai: boy giving his own. | 


- * 
f BW * bs 
+. * 


MaAXxIMS./ 97 
- FRUGALITY:: igen 


We'd oug oy to manage our e 
riches to He beſt advantage, not out 


of covetouſneſs, but becauſe ce are 
the gift of Go. 5 Roles): a ft. 16 43: 


By their F. RUITS 9e Sali i know them... 


Do Arianiſm, Deiſm, Sdeianiſm, 
tend to make men better than the 
Orthodox doctrine? Do not they 
rather deprive us of many helps, mo- 
tives, and means of becoming better? 
Therefore, do they not do han to 
Chriſtianity ? 1 5 


e belongs 2 Cop: 3175 


For or it is He that gives ſucces to 
the labours of his Miniſters. Let us 
beware of taking it to e we - 


Degrees of Gum. an 


1448 2 3 
The nature of things proven this — 
for holineſs being a qualification for 
E. the beſt man muſt be the 
F * 3 


1 


— 


nt 2 Aud he that does not deſire 
- to.be as happy, as he Weide can be, 
05 fair Way Of not bein 


| Au 1892 r 21 

For this reaſon a Chriſtian mould 
begin betimes, that he may have a 
greater ffock of virtues to depend on; 
at leaſt, to laſe no time, when 
ence he is convinced of chis truth. 
60 on 0 10 Sieb haet 
Whatever real not to. Gow, is 
not worth your care. 8 


God and the V _ 


Ha" is the condition, and vain the 
een = thoſe that would. 2 
both cheſe. 3 


Hos ellen do we ſee the word of 
Gop, good deſires, and even good 
works, ſubſiſt for Tome time together 
eg worldly luſts, . 
Iwtury;' und even grow up together 
"_— them one or _ the 

thorns 


og happy, at 


Maxis. 99 
ail grow up, and choke the good 


ſeed, it not rooted up in time. 


Whenever we take the part to truth, | 
if we would not be deceived, let us 
not 87 a good EN from the 


world. | 
30 23100 | God A0. 11S 


"It w bay be '# dreadful thing to de 
convinced of the power of 2 D, by 
the terrors of 2 uſtice, rather 7 
by the greatne his merey to ſin- 
ners, 775 ſuch as truſt in him. 


To ſerve God, 
oi Wain ſerve or glorify Gos, 
when we any ways acknowledge, and 
eſpecially in a public manner, the 
wiſdom, goodneſs, power; juſtice; 
or providence of Gop ;—and all this 
we do in our public ſervice. We, 
by confeſſing our ſins, achnowled 
his juſtice; and, by praying to bi ler 
what we want, his providence, * 
And ſo in eyery part of our ſervice. 


F 2 | Taba 5 


53 ; 


100 Max1Ms, 
Favour of God, 


os cg than life for it las to cter- 

You will never be truly panel un- 
til you can ſay, I am glad that Gop 
ſees all my actions, that he ſees my 


heart, and the very motives 5 
which I do every thing. een 


Seer Toretnouledge 


2 no neceſſity upon the will. 
The corru N of the will is the ſole 
cauſe of fin. Gop has no part in 
caufing that corruption: And if he 
foretels things, it is only becauſe he 
foreſees elins "ey will e come 
to ith 


779 


i. Gees of God. | 
God ſees every thing. This is 


matter of comfort to good men, and 
matter of terror to the wicked. © 


G ol 


MaxlIus. 5 


God reconciled to Man, when he 
forgives his offences Man recon- 
ciled to Gop, when he thankfully 
ewe of the pardon, and endeavours 


7 


* 


to offend him no more. 
Grace of God. 

By this, if we would ſpeak to the 
underſtanding, we muſt mean a-ſanc- 
tifying principle, which joins itſelf. 
to, and co-operates, with, the ordi- 
nary means of providence; not a 

wer that ſhall force men to be good 
in ſpite of their reſolution to be other- 
WIR. 7: <5 12-551 r0k ts HE: 
' Grare of God, not an infuſed habit 
or quality ; but fuch circumſtances, 
ordered by Gob, as incline a man to 
conſider ' and attend to the things 
which concern his falvation : as for 
example; A fit of ſickneſs, or ſome 
calamitous accident ;—this awakens 
the ſoul, makes it hearken to reaſon : 
Theſe reaſons are either ſuggeſted by 
the Spirit, or by his Providence of. | 

Fo, Ig” "Ons 


10 Maxis.” 
fered by a good book, ſermon, or 
friend, and often produce an effect, 
which, if Gop had not ſo ordered 
every thing, all the reaſon in the 
world could not n "Bis 
- converſion. 


Gods Preſence, 18 


In Walk before me; and be perfect.“ 
To live as in God's preſence, is the 
only way to perfection. When we 
loſe the ſight of him, we forget our 
ndance ;—we walk as in the dark; 
ve chooſe ſhadows fer ſubſtances; 
ve fall into ſnares, errors we 
are expoſed to our enemies, aur infir- 
mities, &c, I ul liſi mine, eyes unto 
the fulls, from whence. cometh My. Belp,“ 
Looking to our fect, human prudence 
will. 1 de een to. runs us: 
wax ere 1 11 Agtgeys 


Go de llesb OY » (. 2 


. Fi” therefore, make our ad- 
dreffes to him as dwelling in us, ma- 


SR x Gen. xr ii. . vy pf. cxxi. 1. 


kin g 


Maxis 103 


a king his abode with us, —in us, as in 
his temple!— FT Kid 


We muſt make our addreNe 15 
him—-as our Mafter and Trarber; and, 
as ſcholars, beg of him to ſhew us 
the way we ſhould walk in. 


As a King, offer him your hear ri 
that he may reign” there, be ever 
ready to receive his commands, &œ. 


— 


As a Father, reverence and love © 


him above all things, and endrayour 
to pleaſe him go to him with, cor 
fidence and freedom; he will excuf 
your weakneſs, and 


\ ings: 3 cry Abba, Faiber. KD 3 E 


As a Phyſician, beg him to Look 


upon the diſordefs Ru, ſoul: 
thou wilt, thou canſt make me whole JA 


Speak the mord, and thy ſervant is made 
ze hole. Er 2288. RN IH, & FI 


As a Sbepberd. alk him food {6k 
your ſoul, keep eloſe e kin and 


| Never ſtray from him. 


F 4 Aa. 


pardon your fail- | 


104 MaxiMs: 


As your Redeemer, beg of him to 
deliver you from your captivity.— 
Lang, I em oppreſſed, undertake for me. 
2 18 f God's Villl be done. 0 
He only knows what is beſt for us; 
ſo that what Gop gives me not, to 
be ſure is not fit for me. 
| We Pray, that God's Will be done; 
but then, when Gop manifeſts his 
will by events that do not pleaſe us, 
we repine, and in effect pray that his 


will may not be done, but ours.— 


A greater fin than is thought. 
„ 0 i _I11%50 3057 . 1 


The ſervant is not greater than his 
Lord. Think often of this, and you 
will never complain of ill uſage, of 
afflictions, or humiliations. 

SGBod s own Time. 
_ He has his own proper times and 
ſeaſons ; and he enables us, by -his 
grace, to do that at one time, which 


we could not do at another. | 
N 1 2 WE The 


MaxiMs. 105 
Tbe Goodneſs of "OR 


% 


He requires nothing of us but what 
is for our advantage, - who freely 


pardons, our. offences, and even re- 


wards the good which he bimſelf 


works in us. 
4 A Dgfire fo Pleaſe God: 


Is ek in n which Chriſtian virtue con- 


fiſts: Do this, and mind not what 
the world 1d judges, of b 


| God's  Faithfulngfe.” 


He never leaves thoſe in error, Or 
under ruinous temptations, who ſeek 


* = 
4 * * # — 
we 4 : 17 
= 4 « * "A = 


to him by prayer, "Rage and endes. 


1 


Cod. Adlance. e f 


He t expects to do his duty as 
a Chriſtian, muſt hjave a ſtrength 


more than human to go through with 


it; he muſt haye the e of Has 
; wh him. 


- : 
? g 2 
. , ? 4 a G 


| Got 


* 
8 
IN 


1 
MAxIMsS. 
Sad, Hatred ef Sm. 
FAS TERETY CW ES | 

_ How great muſt" it be, when he 
- puniſhed it” fo terribly in the moſt 
noble of his creatures, the very angels. 


God 75 Miniſtert. 1 


When men really love Goo, they 
will honour him in his Miniſters. 
They that do rot do fo, do not con- 
ſider that prejudices eaſily paſs from 
the perſons to the truths they preach, 
and to the ordinances they adminiſter. 
Who does not ſee the fatal conſe- 
quence ? 3 * F £5 4 744% 4 


The fins committed againſt Gon's 
Muiniſters are not generally under- 
ſtood ; they have a peculiar guilt in 
them; — for they that deſpiſe them, 
di ſhonour him that ſends them, even 
Jeſus Chriſt and the Holy Ghoſt. 


A4 Mitiiſted of God is not to reteive 
to himfelfthe h. due to Gon ;— 


* 
but to take care that it be paid to 


106 


* 


| Maxans. e 107 

God's Min Mert Protected. N 
GOD takes NN care of his 

Miniſters, when they are 


ful to promote his glory, in t 
tion of fouls. + 


Form of Goutnnes!' 1 165 wy | 
Nothing is more provoking, 0 
Gop, than the; uſe of haly "things, | 
without any ES of th © heart. 
8 oe but 
Soo Wonxs. „tog 
Our life is et roof of fr 
faith. | (247 5 H x1 : * pin 
A dee 4 in 4 works is a 
certain proof of a de 25 ia that bee 
which we owe to God, for the 


don of our ſins, and et ae N he | 
has aprons „e 
05-93% 7 


engl pal 14:14 4; 


He * loſeth bis good name, A ; 
the power of doing god: — 7 


e vs” 


- 
4 L , * - 
— * \ +3 © #3 4 S E 4 x 


ly « care- 


108 N s 


Good Purpoſer. | 


11 is not ſufficient that our purpoſes 
K good; they muſt alſo be regular. 


Goodneſs of Providence. 


An infidel age is no reproach upon 
the goodneſs of Providence. He 
brii good out of evil. His infinite 

patichce magnifies his infinite mercy, 

if one may ſo ſpeak.) He foreſaw 
and foretold this by his Prophets and 
Apoſtles, and eſpecially by his Son; 
namely, that faith ſhould fail, and 
| iniquity ſhould abound ;—that the 
times of his patience with the Gentile 

0 churches ſhould be fulfilled; that 
the e branches ment be cut 

M2” 


wy IJ" 3B 4 


7; ds of rhe — 


Few people deny them = moſt live 
as if they were not true. 


; The Gofpelaffords us infallible as 
1 1 of life; and, provided we apply 


them | 


* > A 
1 4 5 
14 


them right, we cannot be ve in 
our judgment. | 


G 0 . not rein 


How ſhould they, whoſe hates are 
ſet upon the riches, pleaſures, honours, 
and all the idols — this world, love 
a Goſpel which condemns all theſe, 
and recommends mortification, ſelf- 
denial, &c. EA 


Government of the Senſes.” Pk 


* 
31 


> bf 


mY being much more eaſy td 15 
vent than to mortify a luſt, a prudent 
Chriſtian will ſet a guard over his 
fenſes, which otherwiſe would ex. 
poſe him to continual dangers. One 
unguarded look betrayed David. Job 
made a covenant with his eyes, Evil 


communications ene ee manners.” 
2 1 [ 5 


The more we abſtain a from ſenſual 
pleaſures, the eaſier we can be with- 
out them; and the more we. indulge 
them, the more defirous we are fo 
| gratify 


_ ideration;,—things of out difficulty 


tance, are of no uſe to our 


110 Maxis. 


N af them. Besides, if we con- 


ider how much they unfit us for the 


Joys of Heaven, we ſhall think our- 
ſelves obliged to forbear, — to den 

ourſelves, -by which means a leſs 
degree of grace will ſecure our in- 


nocence, if that concupiſcence, which 
oppoſes it, be diminiſhed. „ 


Souernment of the Underſtanding. - 


- Underſtanding is a talent, and an 
account will be required of the im- 
provement and uſe we have made of 


it. Univerſal knowledge being im- 


poſſible,.— little things below our con- 


to be learnt, unleſs of equal impor- 
great end, 
ineſs.—A Chriſ- 


wh ich is eternal ha 


tian, conſidering this, will be content 


to be ignorant of many things which 
others admire; and will only ſtrive 
to be maſter of ſuch truths as are of 
uſe to conduct him to his great end: 
Such are, a ſtock of ſound principles 
" 8 | CST Ton HE TER | which 
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N 
4 5 l 
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Maxis. „ 


vwhich may defend him againſt error, 
and direct him in the way he ſhould 
go, -eoncerning maxims tending to 
the practice of a good life, doctrines 
according to godlineſs: And he de- 
fires more light, for no end, but that 
he may better ſee and not miſs his 
way, Lavoiding two rocks, cariofity 
and vain- glory, either to amuſe him- 
ſelf, or be admired by others, the 
fault of too many men. And indeed 
the little uſe that many learned men 
make of their knowledge, is the true 
reaſon that human learning is ſo much 
deſpiſed. After all, the better a man 
knows the grounds of his duty, the 
better he is prepared to practiſe it. 
N. B. It is not the habitial khow- 
ledge of truths of importance, but the 
actual ſenſe of them, upon which a 
11, Gavernment gf ihe Aﬀetiions: co, 
Our affections being ſtrongly in- 
clined to ſenſible good, for the fake | 


z 1 Tim. vi. 3, &c. e 


of which we are often tempted to 
evil, and fall into great disorders; - to 
preyent this, a prudent Chriſtian will 
reſolve at all times to ſacrifice his in- 
clinations to reaſon, and his reaſon 
to the Will and Word of Gop; if 
reaſon, clouded or bribed by a preſent 
temptation, would lead him to do aux 
thing contrary to ba Word. 


Nr good Chriſtian 9185 ſubmits ie 
will to the Providence of God, which 
orders -all things for the beſt, how 
much ſoe ver it goes againſt the grain 
and his own inclinations; for Go 
loves us, and will ever chooſe better 
for us than we can do for ourſelves. 


6&3 Ki =& x | 


And. becauſe. our. paſſions, unleſs 
kept under a ſtrict guard, would lead 
us to infinite evils, eſpecially. that 
great evil the diſturbing, our reaſon, 
and making us unfit to act with. pru- 
dence, a Chriſtian will do all Wan can 


to ke them within bounds. 


" 
2 
12 
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_ Maxinis. 113 
GovERNMENT of the Tour. 
Many belag the ith of hh gh 
a Chriſtan, who knows that by his 
words he ſhall be juſtified or con- 
demned,* will pray to Gop,—and en- 
deavour to ſet a watch over his mouth, 
and keep the door of his lips, by 
avoiding „7% EIT OTA 


Firſt; All profane diſcourſe, all oaths, 
or making light appeals to Gop,—or 
making free with his Word, or any 
thing that belongs to him, which are 
the more provoking, as having leſs 
temptation. „ „ eee 
Secondiy; All detrathion, all cenſu- 
ringief others, whether truly or falſely. 
For who made me better than they? 
All making free with other people's 
reputation, conſidering the almoſt 
impoſſibility of; making reparation 
for ſuch injuries; —all flattery, ma- 
_king, thoſe proud, incorrigible, &c. 

whom we pretend to loye;—propa- 
WE Match. xi. 7. 94% 

2 gating 


: gating of lying ſtories, as having this 
great guilt, that no man knows what 
additions may be made by others to 


them, to the * Nen ruin, 
of our neigh 1 


" Thirdly; All boaſting, which is ths 
dene of pride, making a man a 
prey to flatterers, &c. 


 Foutthly; All camplaining el mur- 
muring, as if there were no over- ru- 
ling Providence, or that Gop did not 
do well in permitting things to fall 
aut as they do, which is a ere 
of blaſphemy. | 


Hiibhy; All weng. or dn | 
wife in our own eyes,” as if we were 
88e ſubject to error.. 


Sixthly; All peaking evil 7 14 
I} that is, ok Gop in his repre- 
ſentatives; 3 filthy talking and 
jeſting, which ſhould not come out of 
that mouth which muſt either glorify 

| God in Heaven, or 1 bla . 
him in hell. | 


n » Iſaiah v, 21. To 


-_ 


MAxIXS. 115 


To prevent theſe faults, a Chriſtian 
will conſidexy-that the! end of ſprech 
is to glorify Gop, and benefit our 
neighbour; and will try all his words 
by this teſt; and, by uſing bis tongue 
to theſe ends, he will — infinite 
troubles 1 and much ow” 


were per” Fr 


Pry to os what is _ Will of — 8 
what Gop would have him do, (that 
he may neither act againſt his rule, 
nor be anſwerable for not roc 10 


and take care to act accordingly. 


In order to this, a; Chriſtian vil 
do nothing haſtily, but take heed to 
his ways; and he will often call n- 


n e Matth. vi. 22. 4 
| elf 


2 


116  Maxims. 


ſelf to an account, and judge himfelf, 
that he may not be judged of 8 OD. 
By this means he will preſerve his 
* conſcience always tender, that is, very 
: ſenſible of any thing that may hurt 
it, and ſecure that peace of mind on 
which all the comfort of life depends. 
Two things a Chriſtian will do: 
Never go againſt the beſt light he 
has; this will prove his ſincerity:.— 
and ſecondly, to take care that his 
light be not darkneſs; that is, that he 
miſtake not his rule by which he 
ought to g 


+ > GOVERNMENT of the HeanT, 

There is no governing the outward 
many without firſt governing the in- 
ward, When the heart is under no 
reſtraint, we ourſelves do not. know 


Whither it will carry us. 


— * 1 — 
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Government Ruler. 


4 TY . TIE eienr 
'  _.- The ſins. of the rulers are fore- 


runners of Divine vengeance. 


Petty 


 Max1s. * 
Petty Governments... 124995 


Thich are too often governed Gun 
more fierceneſs, ct &c. th 
real e I 45 3 4922 | 


> Grace, _ 
God gives grace, but 1 gives it 


only. to bibel that ur and en 
for i % vim br; 5 


„ 


Soy has ovgrrrifiads his: Giaee 4 


Spirit to thoſe that aſk; he has-not 
done ſo in reſpect - to any N 
good things. 7784. 


Whatever favours are ſhewed. to 


men, who either have no right to 


them, or have forfeited” ir "right, : 


muſt be ſaid to be of grace. 


The Grace of Gov, 0 other | 


ways, works u _ us, by ſetting cer= 


tain thoughts ſtrongly before us, and 
by keeping off others; — by diverting 
us out 

and when we meet with 


the way of tem en 


ſuggeſting ſuch reaſons as are — 


Proper 


113 Max Iss. 
to convince us, and by ns us at- 
tend to them, &. 

To ay we nne poyerte do what 
Gop requires of us, 1s blaſphemy. 
| Grace, Light, Security, &c. 
If we would preſerve this preſent 
light, let us dread the loſing it. If 


we do not ſo, and make uſe of it, 


Gop will withdraw it. The more 
Gov beſtows his gifts, the more we 
mould pray for grace not to e 


Wen. zh 
Ba 1 - Means of Grace. 


5 n | jon eg e the 
n oß the Prieſt, if there 
be no impediment . on the yore of the 


2 19 
prop! Ee 2 | 1 i 4 
| 1:33} VC [£75 Pe 6 Noe ,5 5 * 
7 "Dionne of Gs, | 


» Tof? 


1 pri misfortune. to. Wan to 
ſuppreſs the, motions of race, but 
3; much worſe to be ſucee sſul in do- 


ing N. 


RR * WIE _ 
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n 


Grace 155 n date. was 
te heatt. 1 | 


f 5 * 
tells, 4130 e 


7 10 1 Grate before Mabe: Ar 


Every creature of Gop is good, if 
it be ſanctified with the Word of Gob 
and with prayer. © | 


He muſt be ungrateful Who p 
takes of GoD's creatures by w ich 
we live, and a not give HANES, for 


them. 


Man a- nor live FY pad od 
chat is, his meat would not keep him 
alive; but, by the Word of God ſpoken 
to Adam and to Noah, every moving 
thing fhall. 2 for you. By this 

general ble Heathens are nou- 
Fiſhed ; but ok being faridtified by 
prayer, 11 05 ap prayer (or grace) 
of every ſon on 1% 
meal, it ave d Ir lives to no other 
purpoſe, than that of beafts ; Wherras 
the meals of Chriſtians are ſanctißed 


1 8 9 
* % F 
* 
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by prayer, as well as by God's gene- 
ral bleſſing. | 0 


What a ſcandalous thing; it is to 
take our food without being mindful 
and thankful” to him who beſtows it 
on us. St. Paul gave thanks, in the 
preſence of the Heathens ;* yet Chriſ- 
tians are aſhamed to do it before 
Chriſtians! | 


GaraTaESs. 33 


. great man is made ſo for others, 

(not for himſelf) to relieve the poor, 
comfort the afflicted, protect the 
reſſed, correct the vicious, de- 


OPPT 
liver the captive, & . 5 


None ſo great as to be above giving 
an account to Gop of all his actions. 


When a man looks upon greatneſs 
as an advantage, and values himſelf 
upon it, he acts like an Heathen; 
when he receives it with fear, and a 
ſenſe of his own unworthineſs, and 
looks upon it as a e laid ren 

im 


13 


Acts xxvũ. 35. 
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him for the ſerviee of others, he then 
acts like a Chriſtian; gn 
Greateſt, Hojitrs,"&21%" oO 
Thoſe whom G0 has abandoned 
to the deſire and enjoyment of riches 
and honours, deſerve, above all others, 
our prayers and our compaſſion, —as 
being in the moſt dangerous eireum- 
ſtance of life, which renders them 
almoſt incapable of grace and the in- 
ſpirations of Heaven. Theſe are moſt 
miſerable, becauſe they think them - 
ſelves happy. A Chriſtian is no other» 
wiſe great in the eyes of Gon, than as 
he is helpful to others, —feeds the 
kuogry, —proteQs the weak, —adihie 
niſters juſtice impartially, &c. 


ichen Conduct of the, Great. 1 


i ane #3498 da 3. 
There is not a more dangerous il- 
luſion, than that of making a diſtinc- 
" oF tion 


tion betwixt great and ſmall bus; 
whereas there is no ſuch diſtinction to 
be found in the New Teſtament. As 
if Gop 5.2) not be offended, or a ſoul 
ruined, but by the greateſt impieties. 


5170 Harrixxss. T7 


The any ſolid foundation of: our 
pie is the diſtinct knowledge of 
the moral attributes of Gop. He is 
merciful, he will therefore pardon ſin- 
ners on favourable conditions. He is 
time, therefore we depend on his pro- 

| miſes, fear his judgments, Ke. 
Gb will not ſuffer any ſoul to be 
happy, which ſeeks its happineſs in 
any other but himſelf. Hence if. 
appointments, &c. - 


Moſt men (even the philoſop hers) 
placed their ineſs in an 3 
of the mind, which diverted them 
from thinking too much of themſelves 
and their own rer ſtate. Would 
to Gop moſt Chriſtians did not t follow 


| them i in this! 79 5 72 


tn ili SETT 16 3303} £16915 » We 
* 
7 - 
| 4, * | | 


- — 
899 . 
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We plainly perceive, that we have 
it not in ourſelves to make us happy. 
If we ſeek for happineſs any where 
but in Gop, we are ſure to be diſap- 
pointed; and it is Gop who diſap- 
Pome us, that atlaſt we may go to n 


Erernal Happineſs. . | 


- There may be degrees of glory, but 
not of happi ineſs. One ſtar differeth 
from 3 in glory, but both are 
ſtars, and both 1 ech to 
their. bulk. 


The meaſure of hes Fane 1 
and ſufferings, ſhall be, the meaſure of 


frog. 3 


Lene. 45 | 3 dl 
"lan conſiſt in; hers which 
wil not on as long as he is Hike to erer 


* Happy Life. ray. ky eng 

Lay ekhiag; much to pat de- 
ſire nothing too cagerlyz>—rejoice r not 
exceſſively, nor grieve too much for 
diſaſters; — be not bent violently, on 
G2 any 


124 Maxims. 


any deſign; —and, above all, let no 
worldly cares make you forget the 
concerns of your ſoul. „D 
= Corrupt HearT, | 
The good Chriſtian is not one who 
has no inclination to vice, (for we 
have all of us the ſeed of every vice in 
our hearts) but one who, being ſenſi- 
ble of ſach inclinations, does not al- 
law them to ſpring up, and grow-into 
ill actions. s ee 
A Corrupt Heart will corrupt the 
underſtanding and judgment. 
Purity of HRAXr 5 2 5 
Conſiſts in ſuch a government of 
the affections, as not only to forbear 
outward acts of ſin, but even all con- 
ſenting to it, or ſuffering it to have any 
entertainment in the heart. This is 
a ſure fign that a man acts upon a 
principle of conſcience, that he is a 
fincere Chriſtian; becauſe he pays a 
reverence to the Laws of Gop, in that 
part where no worldly conſideration 
* ö 
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can reach, — neither fear, ſhame, in- 
tereſt, decency, &c. And it is a vir- 
tue moſt acceptable to Gos, being an 
acknowledgement of all his glorious 
perfections after the beſt manner, — his 
wiſdom, &c. It is this that influ- 
ences, the whole life. [Matth. xxiii. 
26.] Cleanſe firſt the infide-of the plat= 
ter, that the outſide may be clean alſo. 
HANS. 
There is no proportion between 
what we ſee, enjoy, or with for, on 
earth, and what we hope for in hea- 
ven. The carnal man would reap 
without ſowing:—This: is prepoſte- 
rous. To hope much, and do little, 
is what ſelf- Iove aims at, and yet none 
but the violent take the kingdom of 
heaven by force; and woe to them 
who have their conſolation in this 
world! A ie 4 Ch iin 2 
Muy to Heaven. 
All ways are indifferent to one who 
has Heaven in his eye. As a travel- 
| G- 3 ler 


* 
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ler who does not chooſe that road 
which is moſt pleaſant, but that which 
is moſt ſafe, and which will bring him 
| ſooneſt to bis journey's end; ſo proſ- 
perity or adverſity, poverty or riches, 
if Gop ſo orders them, are equal to a 
Chriſtian. But if he is to chooſe, the 
N.. e the croſs is certainly the ſafeſt: 
Jeſus Chriſt made choice of 7har, 
| Heaven and Hell. 1 
"That the knowledge of things ſo 
amazing and dreadful ſhould have fo 
little effect upon our paffions, and 
that things ſo deſirable ſhould be de- 


HT. Lan tormented in this fame. 


Take notice, that he who ſaid this 
was a jew, one who had Abraham to 
his father. This ſhould make Chriſ- 
tians beware of depending upon a form 
of religion, without leading of lives 


Z 


 anfyerable thereto. 
| HraesEs, 


4 
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Heres1es, Schifms, 


Always break forth upon the proſ- 
pect of worldly advantages. 


The ſubtilty of human reaſoning 
has always been the OPS! of thy 
faith. | . 


e 85 


Thoſe that cannot be content! 10 Ss 
the e- bai eſpouſers of trovelties; 
without deſtring to propagate them, 
follow the — le f Satan, who 
would not fall without as _ aſſo- 
ciates as he could. 14 


The obliging Hereticki and Infidels 
to explain their opinions; is the fureſt 
way to put them to a ſhame ſul ſilence. 
Heretict, Libertine.- N 
An hidden heretick is more miſe 
chievous than an open lbertine. Sm 
Hicm Places and Poſts. 245 


It is the moſt difficult thing Ele 


as are in any 8 Pe to eſcape 
84 PO; the 


Þ 
IE 


2 13 . 


* - 


ts temptation. of Gerificing truth and 
righteouſneſs o on ſome occaſion or other. 


H. igh Powers. 


The Lord rebuke thee!” Since 
the angels themſelves do not revile 
fuch as are exalted in dignity and au- 
thority, but refer them to the judg- 
ment of GoD, we ought never to ſpeak 
evil of _— powers, but mention 
them with reſpect, though they ſhould 
not wh what they ought to be. 


e e 
"6 0 wag, by readin 8. of hiſtory, one 


muit conuder it 28 an en and 
picture of the inſtability, the vanity, 
of the world, that every thing is no- 
thing, and that Gop alone is all in all. 


\ Horixxss. 
F 2401! £3.76 | 


Vhateyer is co to holineſs, is 
forbidden to all Chri ian laymen as 
well as ei: Woh 4. 43 5 


Ali! -HoLy W | 


The frate of righteouſneſs is peace. 
It is the greateſt blindneſs to pretend 
to 


— 
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to hope for eternal happineſs, without 
preparing for it in the whole courſe of 
our lives by boly living. 


— 


3171 


Hol GnosT. 2 


A ſinner has no remedy to reclaim 
him, who rejects the Holy Spirit, who | 
alone gives grace, repentance, &c.— 
Where the root of faith is plucked up, 
all principle of a ſpiritual life is ex- 
tinguiſhed. 


The Holy * a new prinip of 
a new life. | 


Falſe Hopes. | 


Miſerable is the caſe of thoſe who 
wo no hopes, but that the God and 
Word of Truth will prove falſe. £5 


HonesTy and DiLiGENCE 
Bonn go unrewarded long. 


: Honovr, Rithag, &c. 


The love of earthly things is wi 
accompanied with an indifference to- 
wards heavenly. HTS F 


ES Homan 


Max1ms, 


Human FRAILT V, Self- Confidence. 

It is often that people want to be 
convinced that they are capable of 
falling; and therefore it is neceſſary 
_ that: they ſhould fall when 2 leaſt 


fear it. 


| 130 


Humax Motives. 


- When: a man reſiſts ſin on human 
motives only, he will ſoon be over- 


Human M Sa 417 
Men feel, by experience, that they 


want that in themſelves which is ne- 
cdeſſary to make them happy. The 
ſeek it in the creatures, and are dil. 
appointed. If they would ſeek it in 
God, they would be ſure to find it. 


Hi man „ 


The deſigns of Gop are generally 
to be accompliſhed by human means. 
God aſſures St. Paul“ that he would 
protect him from his enemies, and yet 
St. Paul applies to the chief n | 


for ſecurity. 
4 Ads xxiii. 
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Human Reaſon. 


Our Lord never gives Kang con- 
3 ſolations; Ze believe: in God, believe 


alſo in me:] nor arguments from: 


worldly conſiderations; { Fear bim who. © 
can deſtroy both body and foul in bell. © 


5 6 


Human Learning.” on 


The chufch is nora {hoot of pit 85 


loſophy, where every one may utter 


the imagination of his own mind, Ke. 


- * 1 


 HuMILITY.. | 
*3 243 FITE 4 


Think e of yourſelf; po re- 
| member, that all that is good i-Gop's. 
Hle that is truly humble meyer 
thinks himſelf wronged. 
A ſinner that deſerves damnation 
vill not ſure: be- content tobe com- 
manded to be humble. Learn of me, 
faith Chriſt, r I am lowly of heart. 
The difficulty of this grace appears in 
this: That the Son of Gop. was forced 
to take our nature to ſhame us gut of 


1 9 © Jon ai. 3 I |? $#+ « 0 
V pride; 
1 4 4 » 
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pride; he abaſeth himſelf, and we 
would exalt ourſelves, and be eſteemed 

what we are. not. What diabolical 

pride nne $05 - 

To deſpair, becauſe we are poor and 
wretched, is not humility, but abomi- 
nable pride. We are not willing to 
A dur ghrf £0, Hon alone. 

12 Humility... An entire ſubmiſſion to 
the will of God in all things; recei- 
ving with reverence whatever his pro- 
vidence ſhall appoint for himſelf or 

others, Idoking upon it as the gift of 

- Gov to the world, in order to ſome 

"greatergo6d; though at preſent it ſeem 

_ grievous ;—dead' to all pre-eminency 

before others not fond of ſingula- 
rity, praiſe,” or glory, in this world. 

A fault which humbles a man, is 

of more uſe to him, than a good action 

which puffs him up with pride. 
ky Ihe great deſign of Gos, in relation 
to the children of Adam, is to hum- 
ble them; that no fleth ſhould glory 
in his preſence, He humbles the 
| learned, 
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learned, by the fooliſhneſs of preach- 
ing, which they are confounded to ſee 
attended with ſuch ſucceſs. He hum- 
bles the preacher himſelf, and thoſe 
who are converted by his ſermons, by 
convincing them of the folly of aſcri- 
bing, any thing to themſelves. He 
humbles the great, by requiring them 
to conform themſelves to Jeſus Chriſt, 
made of no reputation, and to truſt in 
him alone. He requires us all, as we 
hope for falvation, not to ſeek for it 
in ourſelves, (which pride would ſug- 
geſt) but in Jeſus Chriſt alone, who 
is to be our wiſdom, by the light of 
his word ;—our righteouſneſs, by the 
merits of his ſacrifice ;—our ſanctifſi- 
cation and redemption, by his ſpirit 
and grace. So that we owe all that 
we have or hope for to Him alone. 
The more Gow raiſes and exalts 
good men, the more they abaſe and 
humble themſelves. They remember 
with forrow what they are of them- 
ſelves, and what they are capable of 


7 : 


becoming. 


Humility 


» wn TT & 4% 2 
YT # 
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H umility in Paſtors, © 
The marks of grandeur are a bur- 
then toa holy Biſhop. He bears them 
before men, but, through humility, 
laments them before Gop. | 


Hvrockisxv. 


Chriſtians do not take ſo much care 
to avoid the fin of hypocriſy, as what 
is ſcandalous in it. They bear malice 
in their hearts, and only take care to 
avoid to ſhew it in outward acts. 


| HyyocriITE. 

He that is angry at other men's 
ae and is not angry at his Es is 
an cate 2 . 

Ipol A TRY. 


AA lers 1 are few who have not their 
* which their hearts adore, in 

which they put their truſt, and place 
their happineſs. The vont of all 1 is 


5 eee ee n 


*" Jesvs CurisT, an Elungll: 


All the malice of the Devil and his 
Inſtruments are made uſt of, all the 


\ 
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forms of Juice. are violated, i in order 
to oppreſs, calumniate, and murder 
Jeſus, Chriſt. And ſhall we complain 
of the injuſtice of human judgments, 
as to ourſelves? Men think they have 
a right never to pardon a box on the 

car! —Jeſus ChyStt took one > with a di- 
vine We Her 


Feu 2 the Way. 


To Md FO without 1254 Chriſt, 
is to know Gop without knowing the 
way to appeale, to pleaſe, or to enjoy 
him. This is the knowledge of 


Deiſts, if there 1 ſuch that are 
Wee 4 ob tio ot 


There is no 172 to be had but 
trough Jeſus Chriſt, no N le 
. = in 2 25 —_ . rb: nw 5 


„ 


me pes drink. 


In vain do we ſeek to queael and 5 


fatisfy our thirſt and our deſires, 
amongſt the creatures, from learning, 


# Matth, xxvi. 57. 
-£ © 


riches, 
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riches, honours, pleaſures, &c. Our 
drought will but increaſe, till we ſeek 


Jeſus Chriſt: his 41 alone Der ſa- 
tisfy. Hb: 


1 | 


Wilful 113 , 


He that knows he is in the wrong, 
ought not to be argued with. Nei- 
ther tell I you by what au J do 
theſe Og 5 


INMACE Gln: ot 


This is an unconteſted truth, That 
Gov loves his own image and like- 
neſs;—that he is well pleaſed that this 
image ſhould be reſtored: in men; 
that he will effectually aſſiſt all ſuch 
as ſincerely deſire his 1 to perfect 
this image in them; that to endea- 
vour this, is the true way of glonty- 
ing Go. 5 S ; I ; 


6%" ** WY. 
IArukITx. 


; . N. habit of i impurity eee 
all Lahe principles of a Chriſtian life. 
Luke xx. 8. 


IncoNs 
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INCONSIDERATION. 


We are afraid of repreſenting things 


of the greateſt concern to us, to our 
minds by frequent meditation, left it 
ſhould make us unealy. And our 
misfortune is, we are not uneaſy 


enough. But can this unthoughtful> - 
neſs hinder what Gop has declared 


ſhall follow? _ x2 Fo 
IncARNATION. 
Jeſus Chriſt, according to the will 
of Gop, took upon him our nature, 
and the fins of the world, in order to 
undergo the penance and puniſhment 
due to them, and to become a facrifice 
for them, 15 75 4 e 
„ IBPISELITY... 


o 


There, would. be 50 infidels, ir 
Chriſtians would live as Chriſtians 


ſhould do. 


* — 
1 

* 

* oy 


An obſtinate reſolution of believing 


only what pleaſeth us cannot alter the 
truths of Chriſtianity: |* The reſur- 
rection of the body, and the life 
* everlaſting.” 


D 
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Infidelity is either pretended or ju- 
dicial; Either they reje& the light, 
or are given up to their own darkneſs. 
Too many are pleaſed with objecti- 
ons againſt the truth of the Goſpel, 
or this very reaſon, that they may not 
be obliged to live according to its laws. 
ijpaelit) is too often a juſt puniſh- 
ment of that curiofity which leads men 
to lend an ear to the wicked reaſonings 
of libertines. Theſe are the ſeducing 
o fect wn 05t 

+1 Cauſe of Infidelity. Men pretend 
they want proofs, when it is only that 
they; may not ee tr uth, if they 
ſhould ſee it made out. Others ſay 
the Holy Scriptures are obſcure, that 
they may have a pretence not to ſtudy 
them; nor to follow their directions. 
* Caferof Infidelity. Men reflecting 
upon their own actions with fear of 
what may come hereafter, and being 
not willing to ſorſake their evil ways, 
or their —— deſpair of 

Ht 399 7, $4114, 551 eig 
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Max1Ms. 139 
attaining the promiſes of the Goſpel, 
and ſo turn Deiſts, that is, Infidels; 
firſt hoping, and then affirming, all 
religion to be falſe. 
Age of Infidelity. It is a fickly age 
of infidelity, which has not only de- 
prived us of religion, but of common 
ſenſe, and of the common faculty of 
thinking, A fooliſh generation llt 
is a certain ſign af a ſound and ſteady 


virtue and judgment, not to be carxied 


along with the current of libertiniſm. 


and infidelity. Let us make this wite 
choice, to be happy with the few, 
rather than go to hell with the.croud. 
_  Tafidelity is, no doubt, wonderfully 
and juſtly appointed, or at leaſt per- 
mitted; as a ſcourge to chaſtiſe thofe 
formal: hypocrites, who' profeſs: the 
true religion, and yet in works deny 
it, and efpecially thoſe whoſe duty xt 
is to teach others by their examples as 
well as doctrine, and yet are ſo far 
from doing it, that they only harden 
the unbeliever, and confirm him i his 
291 12 CY yt a infidelity. 
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infidelity. But Gop will be glori- | 
apt in Loch. 


How thankful ſhould every Chriſ- 
tian be whom Good has preſerved, in 
this age of infidelity, from falling from 
the faith, when we ſee ſo many, other- 
wile ee men, infected with this 
damnable vice to ſuch a degree, that 
they cannot ſee the en truths, 
| becauſe they are not dif oſed to re- 

ceive them, and becauſe they are 
Keel with an evil pit MX un- 


ef, Nenn ö 


Af: 


+ <ul BM Bi, © bot 
| Strive not about little t , beft 
loſe the ſight of the mark of your 
2 h calling. | 
A man, who has the tre pr, 
Gov and of his neighbour at heart, 
will not too ſtiffly infiſt _ indif- 
Ferent things. . 


Inn AITAUCE in Heaven. . cba. 


9631 "I; 13% 


le that expects an inheritance. in 


e wil more eably part with his 
earthly 
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earthly inheritance, whether by cha- 


rity to the poor, or through patience 
to thoſe who wrong him of it. 


IncRATITUDE for Favours, Sc. 
This was Hezekiah's crime, for 
which he ſuffered: He forgat Gop, 
who had done wonders for him; andin 
the pride of his heart was OY en 4 


TxjvRIES. | 


Be not offended at > nor com- 
plain of men that cauſe them; but 
look unto ee and what and how he 
bore them. byes 


To ſay that an injury is too great to 
be forgiven, is to forget both the au- 
thority and the promiſes of God, as 
well as the grentnels ws our own of: 
fences. ; 


The greater the i injury, the greats 
will be your obedience to Gop, if 1 
his ſake you forgive it, 


He that ſays he never will PIR 


_ fays in effect, that he will Never 89 to 
heaven. | + | 


& ; 


It 
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It coſts more to ne chan to 
bear with i injuries. 


It is much better to ſuffer an injury 
than to commit one. * 


Art of INSTRUCTING. * 


There being a ſecret pride i in man, 
whenever we would inſtruct to pur- 
poſe, we muſt do it by ſuch a method 
as may make men fancy that they are 
N knowing and able to inſtruct 

We muſt aſk them queſtions, as 
if we wanted their light. This will 
oblige them to retire inward, and con- 
ſult their reaſon; and when they have 
given us the anſwers which inward 
truth dictates to them, we muſt lay 
them before them every moment, or 
elſe they Wil depart from them, and 
forget that ever they allowed them. 
But when you put them in mind that 
they are their own, ſelf- love will make 
them allow and think of them. 


True M zthod of Inſtructiou. 


To inſtru withaut infilbibg,—46 
fee faults without expoſing them, — 
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to ence men without triumphing 
over them. | 


It is loſt labour to Bow to in- 
ſtruct thoſe who are neither urine ang 
nor willing to know the truth. 


Joy and PLEASURE. 2 75 


If you can be good with pleaſure, | 
Gop does not envy you your joy; but 
ſuch is our corruption, that Sug man 
cannot be ſo. 


Inz8L1G10N, Y 4 


Let us adore Goo. in his are 
Yome: waiting for the manifeſtation of 
tel pr which Gop will PO: out 0 of 

e great evils. | 


P & © * C1 1 114 
* * 


Jong r 
A good judge ould never boaſt of 
his power, becauſe he can do nothing 
but what he can do juſtly: He is 1 
the maſter, but the miniſter of 5. 
law. Authority without _— is a 
very dangerous ſtate. 


A Judge, if he would not abuſe his 
authority, muſt be free from a deſign 
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of making his fortune by his place; 
if he is not, he will never do his duty; 
he is no ** maſter of his con- 
ſcience. 


Judges ou gb t to n; care to ex- 


amine every thing, but eſpecially their 


own hearts, leſt paſſion and prejudice 


ſhould 7 1 Juſtice. 


Jopemext. > 


Never judge by your ſenſes, whe 
is fit to be done; but firſt confider 
whether it is not ſinful, then whether 


it is not againſt reaſon. 


© Fudgments delayed are nerally moſt 
fg” when Gop ſuffers ſinners to 


fill up the meaſure of their ſins. 


Judgment of Gov. 


When once the moſt ſcandalous 
uns become generally matter of mirth 


rather than of ſorrow and ſhame, we 


have reaſon to believe that the judg- 
ments of Gop are not far off. 


The Judgments of God are hidden, 
but never unjuſt 


5 ene "Fudge 
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« Judge not, leſt ye be judged. 
1 is the goodneſs of Gon, | 
in putting our ſentence, as it were, 
into our own hands, provided we do 
not uſurp the right, which belongs 
ſolely to him, of judging the heart. 


Of Fudging by our Senſes. 

You ſee a poor man working hard 
for his daily bread, and but juſt able 
to get it, You find yourſelf in eaſy 
circumſtances; you want nothing ; 
you fear no want; you meet with no 
trouble ; you bleſs yourſelf and, your 
condition, and think yourſelf much 
happier than the poor man. You do 
not conſider, after all, that this was 

in ſome meaſure the caſe of Lazarus 
and the rich man; and that that poor 
man is 1n a fairer way to Heaven 
than you are. This will make you 

thoughtful,  _ 27 > WW 
Public Fudgments, | 

Whilſt the Church Governors pre- 
ſerve the purity m the faith, the order 

12 58 of 
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of diſcipline, and holinefs of man- 
ners, conformable to the Goſpel; and 
fie civil magiſtrate backs all theſe by 
is authority and his power; there ts 
no fear of public Judgments in that 
nation. 


Raf cer | 


1 That he who takes 
upon him to judge others, uſurps 
the right which GoD has felerved t to 
himſelf. 1 ; 


Men of corrupt Warte nd Hl lives 
are willing to have all men as bad as 
themſelves, and ſo very eaſily believe, 
that there is no more virtue, piety, 

or ſincerity in others, than they know 


to be in themſelves. This Sives them 
a falſe peace, Kc. 75 


The way to prevent raſh judgment 
in ourſelves, is to conſider our own 


faults, before we cenſure the conduct 
of hers. 


In order to judge well of hits, it 
is neceſſary to know the heart; 
We 
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We too often paſs judgment upon 
men's actions, according to the love 
or hatred we have for the perſons who 
have-done it,. % ᷣͤ 32 22 

Envy judges of the works by the 
perſon who does them. Equity 
judges of perſons by their works. 

Jus ick and Mercy of Gon, 

The juſtice of God leaves thoſe in 
darkneſs, whom his mercy does not 
enlighten and draw out. 


_ _ . -Kine's Covarts. © 

The Providence of Gop teaches us 
in Moſes, that the court cannot with- 
out hazard be long the abode of true 
Chriſtians, unleſs by the ſame provi- 
dence they he under an obligation of 
being there. TL, SE: 1 782 
No fearing the wrath of the King. 
We have but little faith, when the 
fear of man hinders us from obeying 


God, who is omnipotent, and always 
ready to aſſiſt us. Ik: 


H2 - The 
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The Kingdom of God i within you. 


That is, the power of Chriſt, ſub- 
duing all the irregularities of the ſoul, 
and keeping the paſlions in order. 


Kingdom of Chrift and of Satan. 


Whoever does not belong to the 
one, muſt of neceſſity be a ſubject of 
the other. 75 2 


To Know Gop. 


No man can know Gop, but he 
muſt love him: It is to know, that he 
is the fountain of all good ;—that he 
loves me better than I do myſelt ;— 
that he pities my ſad condition ;—that 
he is ready to help me, to direct, and 
aſſiſt me that he is a Father to me; 
forbids me nothing but what will 
really hurt me; — will give me every 
thing that is good for me, and at laſt 
eternal life, if I continue to love him 
unto death. This is eternal life, to 


know Thee and Jeſus Chriſt. 


Know 
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Know yourſelf. 

Exterior order requireth a man to 
keep that rank that belongs to his 
place.— My natural ſtate obliges me 
to acknowledge myſelf perfectly equal 
with the reſt of mankind, and conſe- 
quently to be gentle, and ſenſible of 
the miſeries of others. But when I 
retire inward, and conſider the duties 
of my calling, the account I am to 
give, the temptations I have to ſtrug- 
gle with, &c. I find cauſe to account 
myſelf among the leaſt of mankind. _ 

munen 
Soy is the author of Light. To 
ſeek to be convinced of the truths of 
Religion, without aſking God's grace, 
ſhews that a man does not know the 
very firſt principles of Religion. 

Aﬀect not knowledge any farther 
than it is ſerviceable to virtue and an 
holy life. There is an intemperance 
in ſeeking after high things, as much 
as after high feeding. | 


x3 There 
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There is a light ariſing from a 
ſincere good life, which diſpels all 
darkneſs; en 4 

An eager deſire of knowledge ought 
to be governed and reſtrained, being 
as dangerous and finful as any other 
inordinate appetite, even as thoſe that 
are confeſſedly ſenſual. Happineſs is 
promiſed, not to the learned, but to 
the good. The very ſin of Adam 
conſiſted in a deſire of knowledge, not 
neceſſary knowledge, for that he was 
maſter of already; but in a ſinful cu- 
rioſity and deſire to know more than 
his preſent ſtate required, which is 

only ſuch knowledge as is neceſſary for 
the advancement of piety and a good 
life. All other knowledge is finful. 


The knowledge of which we make 
no uſe will only ſerve to condemn us. 
Such knowledge is to be dreaded. 
When one conſiders how very, very 
often the Jews perverted, miſtook the 
words of Chriſt, one cannot but ſet 
down this for a certain truth, —that 
| | none 
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none but good, ſincere men are * 
ble of underſtanding the Goſpel. 


Knowledge, without practice, will 
only ſerve to increaſe our condem- 
nation. 


Humility opens the heart to divine 


truth, while * ſhuts i it againſt the 
plaineſt proofs 


To be diſtinguiſhed by great talents 
and excellencies, which fill the mind 
with pride, will keep out of the heart 
and underſtanding all ſaving truth. 


How much is knowledge to be 


dreaded, when our works are not an- 
| ſwerable! n | 


Knowledge, when not Sepp 
with humility; ſerves generally to no 
other end but to increaſe our ſins. 


Knowledge, without grace, produces 
nothing but Pride, vanity, rae a 
tion, &c. 


 Rnowledge, & piritual. 


A man ought to be much diſen- 
gaged from the things of the Earth, 


to 
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10 be able to know the myſteries of 


Heaven. 

That knowledge which helps to re- 
form the heart, 1s of much more uſe 
to us than that which only enlightens 
the underſtanding. 


That perſon aggravates his fin, who 
boaſts that he knows his duty. 


True faith in Jeſus Chriſt is an 
univerſal ſcience, and the ſhorteſt way 
to KnoWIedge. 


K nowledge of God. 


There is a great deal of difference 
betwixt knowing Gop as a philoſo- 
pher, and as a Chriſtian. : The firſt 

has little or no effect upon the heart; 
the latter. fills the heart with love, 
and cauſes us to love and to embrace 
his law. | 


In order to know 9 that i is. to 
have an experimental knowledge of 
him, we are required to meditate upon 
his excellencies, to praiſe him, pray 
to him, &c. that, by ſuch exerciſes 

| as 
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as theſe we may gain a ſettled eſteem 
for and love of Him. | 


Known SIN. 
Every man who lives in known fin 
is advancing towards Atheiſm, that 


is, to a ſtate which obliges him firſt to 
wiſh, and then to ſay, There is no God, 


LABOUR. 


In the ſweat of thy face ſbalt thou 
eat bread. Labour, therefore, is a 
duty from which no man living is ex- 
empt, without forfeiting his right to 
his daily bread. ' a 

We are obliged to it, as we are men, 
by this ſentence; as we are Chriſtiant, 
in conformity to Chriſt, whoſe life 
was all labour and ſufferings ; and as 
innere, who cannot be reconciled to 
_ Gop but by labour and pains. 

No man living is excuſed from la- 
bour of ſome kind or other, either of 
the mind or body, though his worldly 
_ circumſtances be never ſo good. In- 
numerable are the evils occaſioned for 

want 
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want of being convinced of this truth; 
ſuch as, plays, clubs, diverſions of all 
kinds, drunkenneſs, tippling, &c. 


NY The LAW. 
The deſign of the Law was, to dif. 

cover fin, either by informing the 

_ underſtanding, or awakening the con- 
ſcience, | 


| Law and Prophets. 


I The latter are commentators on the 
former, to explain its true ſpiritual 
meaning, and to enforce it, 


Law and Goſpel. 

Both require the ſame obedience, 
with this difference, that the Goſpel 
allows place for repentance, and par- 
don upon that '*condition. —The Goſ- 
pel, as a Rule, abates nothing of the 
rigour of the Law; as a Covenant, it 
admits of repentance. What was duty 
and fin under the Law, is ſo under 
the Goſpel. Good works are ſtill 
required, ſtill neceſſary, with this 

| PE. abatement, 
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A 


abatement, that in tead of a a perfect 
obedience, the Goſ el accepts of re- 
pentance and ſincerity. And it is this 
makes it indeed a Covenant of Grace. 
But then we muſt remember, that this 
being an indiſpenſible condition, there 
is no hope for mercy, if we do not 
ſincerely endeavour to keep the com- 
mandments, and if-we 5 not ſin- 
cerely repent us of all our fins—ſo-as. 
to forſake them, and bring, forth fruits 
meet for repentance. 


Law, G opel, Reaſon, Natural Relich 2. 


The advantages of the Law gave 
the Jews true and worthy notions of 
Gop, and preſcribed: them a certain 
way of worſhipping acceptably. The 
Gentile world was deſtitute of theſe 
advantages. Whenever the Jews had 
offended, the Law. provided them an 
atonement, ſhewing to whom and after 
what manner they were to apply for 
pardon. In this the Gentiles were 
utterly at a loſs. 


The 
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The advantages which the Goſpel 
has added to the Law are: It has eaſed 
us of the burthenſome ceremonies of 
the Law ;—it gives us the aſſiſtance of 

the Holy Gh 2 and accepts of a ſin- 
cere, inflead:of an unſinning obedi- 
ence; — gives us better aſſurances of 
life and happineſs after death, and full 
- Inſtructions how to attain it. 


© Spirit of the Law and Goſpel. 


When men have the knowledge of 
the Law, without the Spirit x the 
Law, they are apt to oppoſe it, when 
they think they defend it. Thus the 
Phariſees condemn Chriſt for break- 
ing the Sabbath. The laws of Reli- 
gion are to be underſtood according to 
what they were deſigned for; namely, 
to promote the glory of Gop, and the 
* of men. 


Laws, Drvine and Human. 


Let us always conſider the intent 
and deſign of the Legiſlature ; this is 
the way to underſtand their true 

meaning, 
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meaning, and to do nothing contrary 
to them. ; N 


LEARNING. 11 2 


He that does not prefer the know- 
ledge of what belongs to the duties of 
his calling, to all other things, will 
not be able to give an account of his 
time. 


The end of learnin 
holineſs of life. 


Human learning may be of great 


g ought to be 


uſe to explain the faith; but it muſt 


not pretend to regulate or alter it. 


All learning is impertinent and ſin- 
ful, that does not make a man more 
ſenſible of his duty, fill the mind with 


true and ſolid light; help to reform 


the heart and the manners ; infpire 
us with temperance, humility, devo- 


tion, and contempt of the world; 


£3 


o 


give us right notions of Gop and of 
ourſelves, of our miſery and corrup- 


tion, and how to cure them. What- 


ever learning does not do this is uſe- 


leſs 
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leſs and ſinful. He takes pains in 
that which will do him no more good 
than the miſer's bags when he is dead; 
his mind is taken up with falſe ſatis- 
factions, which ſeparate him from 
Gop and goodneſs. . 


It is a worthleſs piece of learning 
to know every thing except the love of 
Gop, and how to ſave our own ſouls. 


How much is learning to be dreaded, 
when the love of Gop does not ac- 
company it; — when this does not 
make it uſeful, edifying, holy, reli- 
gious, and mindful of our ſalvation. 


It is not every body that can be 
ſcholars; but every body may be Chriſ- 
tians, if it is not their own fault. 

When learning is made to ſerve re- 
ligion and piety, it is truly commend- 
abl and a real ornament; but when 
it ſerves not to theſe purpoſes, or 
ceaſes to be ſerviceable to them, it is 
the moſt impertinent employment, 
and loſs of time. 


Learning 
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Learning and Grace. 
Tell me not what learning a man 
has, but what grace. Honeſt igno- 
rance is better than profane know - 
ledge. "91 © 
Learn of me,” faith Chriſt; © 80 
that we muſt endeavour to poſſeſs our 
ſouls with the fame ſpirit which was 
in Chriſt when he was upon earth. 
I 


n 1 inis 
We contend for lil erty, 


1 
tor 1 and it is 
too often ſeen, that the uſe we make 
of it, is to ſpeak evil of Jeſus Chriſt, 


« 


of his Religion, and his Miniſters, 

without fear, and with impunity; at 

the ſame time, that the leaſt offences 

againſt thoſe that are but his repreſen- 

tatives are puniſhed with feverity. * 
Falſe Liberty. 

A liberty to ruin ourſelves, to bring 
ourſelves into bondage. He that will 
not obey the laws of Chriſt, muſt 
obey his own paſſions, which are the 
worſt tyrants; —he muſt obey the 

9 world, 
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world, and the humours of others; 
he muſt depend upon its fancies, cuſ- 
toms, &c. In ſhort, to ſerve God is 
perfect freedom; all elfe is mere ſla- 
very, let the world call it what they 


pleaſe. OS ary 
| LIBERTINE. 
Why are too many pleaſed to hear 
religion ridiculed? Is it becauſe it is 
ridiculous? No: but it is becauſe 
men's lives are corrupt, and they wiſh 
ſecretly that there was no truth in 
religion. p 


The way to ſtop the mouths of li- 
bertines is, to oblige them to lay down 
their principles, and to prove them. 
Libertines fear nothing: the Devils 
fear and tremble. | 

| LITE. 

Life is given and continued for no 
other end but to glorify Gop, and to 


ſave our ſouls. This is not often 
A true Chriſ- 


enough thought of. 


tian is neither fond of life, nor weary 
of it. 


States of Life inconſiſtent with Saluation. 


Firſt; The idle voluptuous life of 
men of fortune. 


Secondly; The buſy life, which al- 
lows no time to conſider. 


Thirdly; The profeſſed ſinful life. 


LorD's SUPPER. 


The clements indeed are cheap and 
common; but the bleſſings annexed to 
them by the Holy Ghoſt are great and 
invaluable. 


Jeſus Chriſt offered his. body a ſa- 
crifice to Gop. to ſatisfy his juſtice, 
to return him thanks for his mercies 
vouchſafed to men,. —and to pay in 
their name all the debt a creature owes 
to his Creator. The Prieſt, who com- 
memorates the ſame ſacrifice, ought 
to have the ſame intentions. 2 


The Lord's Supper is not to be 
looked upon as a mere ceremony, but 


as an act of religious worſhip, or- 
dained by Chriſt himſelf,—as a Gb 
e 
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ſible repreſentation of his death, and 
of our ſpiritual communion with him 
and with his whole family, —a means 
of keeping up the remembrance of his 
paſſion, of applying his merits, and of 
obtaining Gop's graces and fayours, 
particularly: the pardon of our fins to 
every one of his members; —and as a 
pledge to aſſure us of all this: — And, 

therefore, not to be neglected by any 
Chriſtians, or received with negli- 


gence. 
The Lord's Supper, when duly re- 


ceived, is a means of obtaining the 


bleſſings repreſented by it; that is, a 


means of —— my the benefits: 1 | 


Chriſt's death. - 


The Lord's Supper called cm- 
nion, becauſe every man brought 
fomething out of his ſtore to commu- 
nicate unto the neceſſities of the ſaints. 


' LooxinG wnto IESUs, pratiical. 


What did I, what would he have 
6 done, i in theſe circumſtances?” 


Loss Es. 
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Loss Es. 
Gop will take nothing from us, but 
what he knows would make us un- 
happy. 15 ae e! 


I,. of Goods, GCS. 
A man loſes nothing when he only 

loſes that which muſt periſh, which 

he muſt, leave at deat g. 


Loſs of Children. 


Gop often takes them away, leſt 
they ſhould be corrupted and ruined 
eternally by the wickedneſs of the 
world. When we come into another 
world, we'ſhall fee the reaſon and the 
mercy of thoſe providences, which 
now we are apt to murmur at, becauſe 
we think them ſevere; - "7 dont 


TL. Priends,” GWS. 
Afflictions have their uſe, when 
they oblige us to conſider, that theſe 
are periſhing things, and that we muſt 
ſeek for happineſs in ſomething which 
cannot be taken away from us. 


F = 
- 
» 3 


Love 
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Love of Gov. 


A ſure teſt that you love Gop is 
this, that you receive afflictions wil- 
_ - lingly, not becauſe they are deſirable 
in themſelves, but only as 85 come 


from Gon. 


The Love of God will make our duty 
eaſy and delightſome, and, ſetting us 
above the world, will ſecure us from 
falling. 


He who fancies that leſs love is due 
from him to Gop, becauſe he has leſs 
ſins to be forgiven, does not under- 
ſtand what fin is, —what ſad fate he 
eſcapes who is L —what great 
mercy is. neceſſary to preſerve us from 
the leaſt ſin, 1 wa th fins, without the 
grace of Go, we are all ſubject to. 


There are a thouſand things which 
we love more than Gon, without 
being ſenſible of it, 295 


He whom we love moſt is he whom 
we are moſt concerned to pleaſe, and 
y are 
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are afraid to offend. Let us 4 our 
love by this rule- 


Love thy neighbour as s thyſelf, ; 
that is, deſire that he may be free from 
the ſame evils, that he may enjoy the 
ſame good things; eſpecially that he 
may be happy for ever. 


How can the members of the fame 


body deceive, hate, and envy one 
another? Lay aſide all malice and 


guile.* 

We love our neighbour as Chriſti- 
ans, when we love him for God's ſake; 
that is, when we have an eye to Gop, 
and feek nothing but him, in doing 
our neighbour good. 


We love our neighbour as ourſelves, 
when we ſincerely endeavour that he 


may be Fed. 
Love of Chriſt. 
A man dreads the coming of Chriſt, 
juſt ſo far as he diſtruſts his own love 


of Chriſt; 


d 1 Pet. ii. 1. 


He 


* 
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He. that loves thg Lord Jeſus Chriſt 


will be affected with every thing which 
relates to him: —he will be glad when 
he ſees him honoured in his worſhip, 
his miniſters, &c.;—he will be con- 


cerned when he is injured;—he will 


ſtrive to pleaſe him, and avoid every 
thing which he has forbid. By this 
we frame the beſt judgment of our 


love of G. 


Love and Obedience. 

Our obedience will always be an- 
ſwerable to our love. This is the 
reaſon why Gop, to oblige us to obey 
him, gave us, in his Son, the greateſt 


reaſon to love him. 


Love of the World. 
Whoever loves the world 'is more 
diſpoſed than he imagines fb renounce 


God and his religion, 


LOYALTY. 
It is a very material part of the 
Chriſtian religion to honour Gop in 
| Bi the 
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the moſt lively image of his greatneſs 
and power. e eee, 

%% inn, 

They that make the labour, the op- 
preſſion of the poor, the ſupport of 
their extravagancies; they that re- 
fuſe to pay their juſt debts, becauſe 
they cannot ſpare it from their va- 
nity ;—they that wafte their eſtates, 
to pleaſe themſelves ;— Will theſe call 
themſelves Chriſtians? Will they ex- 
pect to be favoured by Gop? | 


* 
. k * F 


MaAG1STRATES., _ 
While juſtice on public offenders is 
duly executed, public calamities will 
not be ſent. 55 £ Cal. 
Unleſs Magiſtrates are upon their 
guard, they will be made the inſtru- 
ments of wicked men, or of their 
revenge. 2 e ee 262 Bales" 
To fear the diſpleaſure of men, and 
not to fear doing injuſtice, 1s an effect 
of infidelity, VC 
| MAXIMS. 


168 Max1ms. 


Maxims of the World, Maxims of the Geſpel. 
W ks Sell all that thou haſt. 


Let us eat and drink. Hunger and thirſt after 


righteouſneſs. 
Vindicate yourſelf. Turn thy cheek to him 
that ſmiteth thee. 
A ſervile temper. Bleſſed are themeek. 
A cowardly temper. Forgive your enemies, 
- A ſervile fawning. - Love your enemies. 
An unreaſonablepatience. Bleſs them that curſe you, 
Charity begins at home. * ye. have received, 
VE, 
Every man has his faults. ing > ect, even as your 
8 — 30 in heaven is per- 


Maxime of Chriſtianity. 
Become as little children. 
Love not the world. 
Watch and pray continually. 
Take up the croſs, and bear i it ah 
Deny yourſelf. 
aces your « enemies. - 


poor in ſpirit; that is, be diſ- 
2 foi the things of the world, 
eng et not your affections on them. 


MarTyYRDOM. 


The world would uſe us juſt as it did 
the martyrs, if we * Gov as they 
did. 
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Mears | 
Should always put us in mind of 
God's benefits, who feeds us continu- 
ally. This ſhould keep us from ſit- 
ting down greedily to our meat; pre- 
vent intemperance; and oblige us to 
offer this action to Gop, and to beg 


that we may receive his gifts with 
his bleſſing. 


MEANS. 


To neglect means, to truſt to an 
inactive confidence, is to tempt Gop. 


MEepiaToR. | 
Chriſt, the only Mediator of re- 
demption. _— 


It was neceſſary that our Mediator 
ſhould be both Gop and Man, that he 
might take care of the intereſts both 
of the Creator and his creatures. 


MELANCHOLY. 


Be afraid to offend Gop but be 
not afraid of his anger, while you fear 
him, 
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him, for you are in that very ſtate to 
which he has promiſed pardon and 
happineſs, if you perſevere. And you 
would offend Gop, if you were to 
diſtruſt his promiſe, or his good- 
| neſs, which has wrought that fear 
in you. 


When I adviſe you to ſearch your 
ways, I muſt alſo caution you, not to 
do it with a mind full of terror; for 
by that you will only fill your ſoul 
with dread and confuſion, ſo that you 
will not ſee your way: It is one of 
thoſe arts which the Devil uſes, to 
hinder well-diſpoſed people from 
bringing forth fruits meet for re- 
pentance. 


MEMBERS of one Body. 


It is the ſettled order of Providence, 
that men ſhould depend one upon 
another—for inſtruction, for bread, 
for protection, for advice, for juſtice, 
for prayer, (namely, the poor for the 
rich) for peace, &c. 


The 
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The THREATS of MEN 


Are nothing, ſo long as Gop per- 
mits them to do nothing. FIST 


MEN Pleaſers. | 


_ Chriſt himſelf abates nothing of 
the ſtrictneſs of his laws, for fear of 

giving people uneaſineſs; and conſe- 
quently, his Miniſters ought not to 
regard any thing which the corrup- 
tion of manners, or the remiſſneſs o 
diſcipline, has introduced. | 


Mercy and CHARIT. 


Mercy 1s not.to be purchaſed but 
at the price of mercy. Bleſſed are the 
merciful, for they ſhall obtain mercy. 


Mercy of God. 
It is plain from what Gop has 


done for us, that he is more defirous 
to ſave us, than we are to be ſaved. 


It is a falſe notion of God's mercy, 
that it has no bounds or rules, which 
is the ruin of many. Our Lord tells 

0 13 , 
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us, that it ſhall be with unrepenting 
finners as it was with Sodom. Let 
us judge by that of God's mercy and 
judgment. 8 
ir. | 

He that reckons up his own good 
works, does but recount the gifts of 
Go Db. | 


A MESSENGER of Satan. 

It is the glory of Chriſt's power, 
that he can make the greateſt enemies 
of mankind inſtrumental to their ſal- 
. 

Trfoubled MiIxp. 

Inward Trials are as neceſſary as 
the outward : both come from Gop, 
on purpoſe to exerciſe us: and as the 
outward ſhew the malignity of the 
world, the inward ſhew us our own 
weakneſs, and to what danger we 
are expoſed, if Gop did not ſupport 
us every moment. Our duty is, to 
keep our will ſubmiſſive to Gop's 

i Luke xvii. 30. 


deſign, 
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deſign, faithfully to depend on him to 
deal with us as he pleaſes. For theſe 
inward ſtruggles are not in our own 
power more than outward afflictions. 


Grief and fear are a very plain 
proof of our love for that which we 
fear we want. 


MiNisTER of CHRIST. 
His ſalvation does in ſome meaſure 


depend upon that of others. 


MINISTRY. 


The Goſpel Miniſtry is founddd 4 
upon ſucceſſion from the Apoſtles/ 


MiRacuies. Y 


There are miracles of grace as well 
as outward miracles. The. former 
are wrought every day in the conver- 
ſion of ſinners, and are not minded, 
although the converſion of a ſinner is 
as great a miracle as any Chriſt or his . 
Apoſtles wrought on earth. 1 


Men are generally fond of hearing, 
and ready enough to believe ſtrange 
£3 things, 
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things, unleſs when Gop 1s the au- 
thor of them. It is then they begin 


= to doubt of them. 


God works more inviſible miracles 
than vifible. The laſt were deſigned 
to ſtrengthen the belief of the former. 
It is a ſecurity that Gop will do the 
former when there is occaſion, 


MIX᷑Tx. 8 
Wben we think to laugh inno- 
cently, we ſhould take care our mirth 
be not criminal, 
 MisBeLIey. 
Men very eaſily perſuade them- 
ſelves, that what is contrary to their 


inclinations is contrary to reaſon and 
religion. | FRY 


_  Moratity | 
Makes not a Chriſtian, though no 
man can be'a Chriſtian without it.— 
Faith muſt change moral virtue into 
Chriſtian graces. © oo 
Soy is to be obeyed in every thing 
he commands. - This is moſt N 
| a the 


MaxlXs. 175 


the great principle of morality. He 
that will not obey the popprive /aws of 
GoD cannot be ſaid to be a moral man, 
when once thoſe laws are made known 
to him. 


Morality conſiſts in the practice of 
Chriſtian virtue, proceeding from 
Chriſtan principles and motives, | 
The Mara] Law leaves us under 
our own inability, and under fin and 
the curſe; ſo that we may preach 
morality long enough, as the Heathen 
Philoſophers did, without any great 
effect, if we do not ' preach Jeſus 
Chriſt, who alone can give us grace 
to fulfil the law. Without faith in 
Jeſus Chriſt we can do nothing pro- 
fitable to ſalvation ; Faith being the 
ſource of prayer, prayer of grace, and 
grace enabling us to keep the Jaw. 
The voice of the law is, The man- that 
doeth them, ſhall live in them.* The 
knowledge of the Law can only make 
us ſenſible of our own inabilities, but 


* Gal. iii. 12, 


I 4 cannot 


2-496 Max1Ms. 


cannot help us. It is not only remiſ- 
ſion of fins, that Jeſus Chriſt has me- 
rited for us by his death, but grace to 
do good. 
Moral Virtue conſiſts in a temper of 
mind, and conformity of manners, 


to right reaſon and the commands 
of Gop. | 


| MorT1IFIcATION. 


Every day deny yourſelf ſome ſa- 
tis faction. Deny the eyes all objects 
of mere curioſity ;—the tongue, every 
thing that may feed vanity, or vent 
enmity ;—the palate, what it moſt 
delights in, (but this not to be ſeen 
by others ;)—the ears, by rejecting all 
flattery, all converſation that may cor- 
rupt the heart;—the' body, all deli- 
cateneſs, eaſe, and luxury, by bearing 
all inconveniences of life, for the love 
of God ; cold, hunger, reſtleſs nights, 


Ill health, the negligence of ſervants 


and friends, contempt, calumnies, 
our own failings, melancholy, and the 
pain we feel in overcoming the cor- 
ruptions of nature. 
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Mortification and Prayer muſt ever 
go together, or e will degenerate 
into formality. Do all this with the 
greateſt | cows ho as in the; fight of 
GoD, as having no othey! view but to 
pleaſe him. '1 


Do not make yourſelf incaiy at ths 
temptation to which human nature is 
ſubject, or diſturb yourſelf with 
thoughts you cannot help. / 


Be not over-fond of talking about 
religion; rather let the inward ope- 
rations of the Spirit appear in a meek, , 
humble, reſigned, and chearful 2 6 1 : 


viour. 5 


Deſire nothing with mile 8 
eagerneſs. This is not of Gop ; He 
dwelleth in peace. 


Bleſſed are they that MOURN, . 


For the dangers that ſurround us, — 
for the contempt of Gop, whom we 
love,—for the many ſad occaſions of 

ſorrow. | 


15 MYSTERIES 
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- MysTERIEs and MAxIMS of 
180 _ Chriſtianity. 

Men on the former, becauſe they 
do not make them uneaſy; but in 
their 1 they deny the latter, 
becauſe they condemn the life they 
are reſolved to lead. They will not 
hear, nor ſee the truth, that they may 
fin without remorſe. They embrace 
errors, without ever examining whe- 
ther they are ſuch, becauſe the truth 
would make them uneaſy. 


IT MvsrERV. | 
It is not poſſible that a myſtery can 
be explained. If the truth of it be 
proved, that 1s ſufficient. | 


We are in a ſtate of trial; it is ne- 
eeſſary that our faith, as well as our 
obedience, ſhould be tried, —to hum- 
ble that pride, which would have us 
believe-nothing but what our reaſon 
can comprehend ; but Gop will have 
us believe him upon the ſole autho- 


rity of his Word. 


Beſides, 


Max1ms. 179 


Beſides, Gop, deſigning that his 
ſervants ſhould worſhip his Son, it 
was neceſſary that we ſhould- know 
that he was very Gop, otherwiſe we 
ſhould have been required to be ido- 
laters. 


NATURAL Religion. Moral Philo- 
ſophy. Reaſon without Grace. 
The vanity of all theſe will appear 


when men come to make uſe of them. 


To a man, for inſtance, in afflic- 
tion, &c. ſay all the fine things that 
Marcus Antoninus, Seneca, &c. ever 
ſaid, and ſee if his mind will reſt ſa- 
tisfied with them. 

It is the grace of Gop which makes 
the difference betwixt the Scriptures 
and the ſayings of philoſophers; the 
one is a two-edged {word ; the other, 
wanting the Spirit, is a dead letter. 

Hear the fair confeſſion of one who © 
was accounted a maſter of reaſon, &c. 

Dr. Radcliffe, in a letter to the 
Earl of Denbigh, October 15, 1714, 

; SG has 
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has theſe words :—* Your Lordſhip is 
* too well acquainted with my temper, 
© to imagine that I could bear the re- 
« proaches of my friends, and the 
* threats of my enemies, without lay- 
* ing them deeply to heart, eſpecially 
* when there are no grounds for the 
* one, nor foundation for the other. 
Give me credit, when I ſay, theſe 
* conſiderations alone have ſhortened 
* my days. The menacing letter in- 
* cloſed will ſhew you from what 
* quarter my death comes. I find 
* theſe inſupportable; and have expe- 
© rienced, that though there are repel- 
* lent medicines for diſeaſes of the 
* body, thoſe of the mind are too ſtrong 
and impetuous for the feeble reſiſt- 
dance of the moſt powerful artiſt, &c. 
A very fair confeſſion, one would 
think, from one who found the truth 
of this by experience; for he died 

immediately. © 
There is natural reaſon, - there are 
natural duties, —there are laws of 
nature, 
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nature, —but natural religion there 
can be none; for the notion of reli- 
gion which all people have, and which 
the very word imports, is a means of 
bringing men back to Gop who have 
gone from him. Now, how can na- 
ture, which is corrupt, and carries us 
from Gop, bring us back to him 
without his help? | 
, NarTure, Corrupt, 
Appears in nothing more than this, 
—to ſee man forſaking his true good, 
and purſuing vanity withall his might. 
| Natural Corruption. 

To root out this muſt be the work 
of a Chriſtian's whole life, — the taſk 
Gop has ſet us ;—for as ſuckers, if 
not conſtantly rooted up and taken 
away, do at laſt draw the ſap to them- 
ſelves, and hinder the good fruit from 
thriving, ſo do growing corruptions, 
if not narrowly watched, and when 
they appear, immediately plucked up. 
This makes mortification, ſelf-denial, 

watching, 
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watching, ſo neceſſary Chriſtian du- 
ties, that, by crucifying the fleſh, we 
may in ſome meaſure conquer all its 
greater corruptions at laſt, The want 
of this care is the cauſe of ſo many 
diſorders amongſt Chriſtians. 


Our NEIGHBOUR 


Is every one who ſtands in need of 
our aſſiſtance, let him be what he will. 
— The being miſerable gives any man 
a right to our mercy, which is a debt, 
not a favour left to our diſcretion. 


News-PAPERS. 


If we would read theſe with this 
view, that wars and commotions of 
empires, inſurrections, perſecutions, 
&c. are all the judgments of Gop 
upon ſinful men; that his providence, 
and all his glorious attributes, are ſeen 
in them; we ſhould generally read 
them to better purpoſe than to gratify 
a curioſity, a paſſion, or to paſs away 
time, or to divert our thoughts from 
other ſubjects, 


The 


The NIGHT cometh when no man 
can work. 


We ſeldom confider this till it is 
too late. Time is often a burtbhen; 
Hand yet eternity depends on it. We 
cannot always do what we with to do; 
but we can always do what is proper 
to our condition, and that is what is 
beſt pleaſing to Gop. Vain amuſe- 
ments, uſeleſs correſpondencies, un- 
profitable converſations, are all time 


Joſt. | | - 


Nor many wiſe men after the fleſh, not 
many mighty, not many noble, are called. 


The advantages of learning, birth, 
and authority, are too often hindrances 
to ſalvation greater and more certain 
than men will be perſuaded to believe. 


NUMBER of SINNERS | 
Does not hinder Gop from exer- 


eiſing his vengeance upon them, tho? 


it may ſometimes prevent the puniſh- 
ments of men. 


OBrDieNnCE, 
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OBEDIENCE. 


The dignity of the Maſter we ſerve 
ought to make our obedience moſt 
free and chearful. 


If Gop requires obedience to his 
| laws; it is only that we may not be 
miſerable. 


They that do not obey Gop, do 
not know Gop. 


Obedience to the Will of Gop inti- 
tles us to a peculiar promiſe of Gop's 
aſſiſtance, &c. 


OBsTINACY. 


| Sad i is the condition of that ſick 
perſon who is afraid of being cured. 
We do not conſider, that this is the 
caſe of an infinite number of ſick ſouls. 


OFFERTORY. 


It was one puniſhment in the pri- 
mitive Church, not to admit certain 
ſinners to the Offertory, who. 
might join in other parts of the faq 


vice. The Church, faith St. Chry- 
ſoſtom, 
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ſoſtom, receives not offerings from the 
injurious.—This went in thoſe days 
for a very great puniſhment, 


Orinions. Prejudice. 


There are ſome opinions fatal, as it 
were, to ſome men; it is therefore 
uncharitable to fall out, or to contend 
too eagerly about them, unleſs they 
very nearly concern their ſalvation. 


OryorTuNITY Loft. 
Men have been loſt for neglecting 
to take ſome certain ſteps upon which 


Gop has made their ſalvation to de- 
pend. 


1 2 


OPPOSITION. 

The oppoſition one meets with in 
the way of duty is a very neceſſary 
counterbalance to the joy occaſioned 
by any good works one has done; the 
poiſon of which, and the commenda- 

tion one may meet with, is much 
more dangerous and difficult to be 
overcome than the contradiction one 
meets with, 1 


ORACLE 
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ORACLE of REASON. 


Though the unhappy author of that 
wicked book boaſted of his perform- 
ance, he did not conſider, that the 
Oracle of God is not to be met with 
but in the Temple of Gov, in an un- 
defiled body, and in a purified ſoul, 


51h ORDINANCES, 
Though Gop has not tied himſelf 
to theſe, yet he has tied us to the uſe 
of them. 85 
Cop can diſpenſe with his Ordi- 
nances, and fave a ſoul without them; 
but no Chriſtian will dare to deſpiſe 
_— | 
ORIGINAL SIN, 
Every man is ſenſible of an oppoſi- 
tion which the law of the body main- 
tains againſt the law of the mind. 


h Proof of Original Sin, 
Go can puniſh none but ſinners. 
Death is the puniſhment of ſin: Gop 
declares it. Thoſe die who never 
were 
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were capable of committing any fin 
by their own will, —infants, &c. _ 


Sad experience from our very cradle 
ſhews us how prone we are to ſin. 


Original Corruption. 


Nature is certainly weak and eor- 


rupt; but it is an error to aſcribe all 
the evils which proceed from baſe 


principles, evil cuſtoms, looſe educa- 


tion, love of the world, &c. to the 
corruption of nature, 


OvTwarD PERFORMANCES 


Are more apt to puff up than to 
ſanctify, when not animated by the 
Spirit of Gop. Ce 


PAS TRX. 


His final ſtate and ſentence will 
depend very much upon his faithful 
diſcharge of his duty: For what is 
our hope, or joy, or crown of rejoieing? 
Are not even ye our flock? That is, all 


1 1 Theſl. ii. 19, 1 
the 


mn — * hs 
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the hope we have is, that we have 
taken care of them. | 


The double duty of a Paſtor is, to 
inſtruct by the Word, and to pray for 


grace, that it may become effectual to 


them that hear it. 


The remiſſneſs of Paſtors is too 
often the cauſe of the faults and miſ- 
carriages of the flock. 


| PATIENCE. 
The practice thereof confiſteth in a 


firm belief, 


Fig; That nothing cometh by fate 
or chance. 


Secondly ; That all occurrences are 
conſiſtent with the wiſdom, juſtice, 


and goodneſs of Gov. 


Thirdly; That the moſt bitter 


things do, in God's intent, aim at 


our good. 
Fourtbiy; Our duty therefore i is, 
To ſubmit to Gop's Will! 
To 


— & 
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To truſt in Gop for the removal of 
our Afflictions, or for ftrength to 
bear them patiently : 


To wait God's time and leiſure: 


To humble ourſelves under the 
hand of Gop, by conſidering our un- 
worthineſs, weakneſs: ſinfulneſs, &c. 
and Gop's holineſs and juſtice: 


To ſuppreſs all complaints, neither 
to charge Gop fooliſhly, nor to ex- 
preſs any wrath or revenge againſt the 
inſtruments he employs ; this being, 
through their fides, to wound his 
providence : 


To bleſs Gop, and to own. his juſ- 


tice, his goodneſs, i in afflicting us Lis 
our benefit: 


To be ka to avoid all ſinful 
ways of redreſſing ourſelves. 


To induce us to the practice of 
theſe duties, let us conſider, 


That it is the right of Gop to aſ- 
ſign our ſtation in the world: 


That 
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That he having promiſed to ſupport 
and to reward us, it is a great ſin to 
diſtruſt his Word : 


- That we being his ſervants, he has 
a right to diſpoſe of us: 


| That being grievous ſinners, we 
ſhould be content with any thing leſs 


than damnation ; 


That while we have our reaſon, 
a good conſcience, aſſurance of God's 
love, a ſure title to happineſs, our 
condition is not without comfort : 


That afflictions bring us the neareſt 
way to Gop. 


But above all things let us look 
unto Jeſus, what and how he ſuffered; 
that we may know how to deport 
ourſelves. | 

His whole life was one continued 
exerciſe of patience. 


Is not this the carpenter” s ſon? 


The foxes have holes, and the birds 
have neſts; but the Son of Man hath 
not where 10 lay his head, 

The 
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The world hated him. 

They took up ſtones to ſtone him. 

They called him an impoſtor, a 
blaſphemer, a dealer with the devil; 
—all this he received without any 
paſſion or difturbance, any reflection, 

any revenge. 


To Judas; Friend, wherefore art 
thou come? To one that ſmote him ; 
Tf I have ſpoken evil, bear witneſs of the 


evil; but if well, why ſmiteſt thou me? 


To thoſe that ſpit on him, ſcourged 
him, mocked him, &c. not one angry 
word, | 


To the groſſeſt ſlanders, not one dif- 
ſatis factory return. 


To thoſe that crucified him, Fa- 
ther, forgive them, for they know not 
what they do. 

And now, ſhall we repine, whenGop 
made this the portion of his dear Son? 


Though he were a Son, yet learned 
he obedience by the things he ſuffered. 

And ſhall we repine ? 

Was 
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Was he filent, when he was al- 
perſed ;—patient, when he was belied; 
—entirely reſigned, when he was in- 
jured, condemned, crucified ?—And 
ſhall not we, who have the ſame joys 
ſet before us, endure the little inju- 
ries which we meet with without re- 
ſentment? 

O Lord Jeſus, give us better minds 

He that ſuffers injuries with an eye 
to the juſtice of Gop, will bear them 
with reſignation, and without repining. 


PE Ack. of 
The only ſure way to peace 1s, to 
give one's-ſelf entirely up to Gop. 
Peace and Unity. 


The means of preſerving them:— 
To be diffident of our own opinions, 
—to. deſpiſe worldly honours, —to 
love ſubjetion,—and to fit looſe from 
_ earthly things. 

The Peace of Heaven is for none 
but thoſe who love it upon earth. 


Tnward 


Inward Peace, not to be found in 
the world, but in Gop only. Nei- 
ther poverty, croſſes, nor diſtreſs, can 
diſturb your peace. All theſe are fa- 
vours in the hands of Gop. 


Peace of Mind. 


Nothing but innocency and know- 


ledge can make the mind truly eaſy. 


Peace f Mind, preſerved beſt by do- 


ing our duty, and expecting our re- 
ward from Gop only, and not from 
man; and then, though we ſhould be 


ill- treated, we ſhall not be diſap- 


pointed, nor our minds diſturbed. 
The ſure way to attain peace of 
mind is, to be content to ſuffer one's 
ſelf to be governed and guided by the 
Word of Gop, or a prudent Paſtor, 
who has the care of our ſouls. - - 


Peace be unto this Houſe, 


That is, all kind of happineſs that 
your hearts can wiſh—fhcceſs in ho-—- 


* 


neſt undertakings. 


—_ cz 
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The world cannot give peace. It 
may flatter us a while, but will de- 
ceĩve us at laſt; nay, though one were 
ſure of proſperity all his days; which 
no man on earth can be ſure of 
Peace of Conſcience. 

This will be ſufficient to ſupport 
you under all worldly afflitions, and 
enable you to go through every diffi- 
culty of life, —when you know that 
you are in the way to Heaven, and 
endeavouring to pleaſe Go. 8 


PENITENT. 
A penitent ſinner is no longer a 
ſinner in the fight of Gop. 


PERSECUTION. 

Jeſus Chriſt permits not his Apoſ- 
tles to revenge themſelves by their 
apoſtolical er, nor even to defire 
that He ſhould do it. It is their 
part to labour without ceaſing, to ſuf- 
fer without reſentment, and to leave 
their cauſe to Gop, with a full truſt 
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He who wonders to ſee the wicked 
deſigns of evil men ſucceed, does not 
reflect upon the conduct and defigns 
of Gov concerning his Church. = 

We deceive ourſelves with the hopes 
of ſeeing an end of the afflictions of 
the Church, before the end of the 
world. | = 

The Grace which ſupports us, and 
the Eternity we hope for, is the only 


remedy and comfort we ought to de- 
pend on, nick! 


It muſt not be expected that the 
devil will let thoſe reſt who are la- 
bouring to deſtroy his kingdom. 

PERSEVERANCE. . 

The world, the fleſh, and the devil, 
are not ſo eaſily vanquiſhed as re- 
nounced. 1 

PERSUADE, . 

Thoſe muſt be taken by their ſenſes, 
over whom reaſon has no influence. 

There is a danger in being per- 
ſuaded before one underſtands. 


K 2 Pra- 
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. PERSUASION. Edyfication. 

It is not he that teacheth, that con- 
vinceth; but we convince ourſelves, 
when by Gop's grace we attend to 
what we hear, and dwell upon it. 

Art of Perſuaſion. 

We ſhall hardly gain the mind and 
the aſſent by perpetual invectives,— 
unleſs we raiſe their minds (at the 
fame time that we fill them with fear) 


with marks of our eſteem, and hopes 
of better things. 


Pravs, Operas, Romances, Gc. 
Serve in general only to corrupt 


the heart. 


He that is not ſatisfied they are un- 
- lawful diverſions, let him, if he dare, 
pray to Gop to bleſs him in the way 
he 1s going; and to keep him from 
their danger, &c. It is preſumption 
to depend on- one's own ftrength, 


without grace; and it is impudence 


to alk it, when one is going wrong. 
. 3 Pu EA- 


PreasuUREs. Amuſements. 


No pleafure is innocent, which hin- 
ders us from minding our ſalvation. 


Whenever we find that we uſe plea- 
ſures without fear, we ought forth- 


with to forſake them. 


Senſible Pleaſures. 


Let them be what they will, whe- 
ther thoſe of youth or of old age, of 
the rich or the poor, of learning or 


ignorance, what the world calls in- 
nocent or criminal ; 3 ſe parate 
us from Gop, and are as ſuch to be 


avoided as we hope for heaven, 


There is a great deal of difference 
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betwixt the diſtinction which belongs 


to dignity, and which is not con- 
demned in the Goſpel, and that pomp 
and magnificence which pride in- 
ſpires, and which cannot but be diſ- 
pleaſing to Gõů .... 


K 3 Poor. 


* 
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Poor. 
1t is great comfort to the poor, that 
they can give even more than the rich,” 
and to ſurpaſs them in liberality. 

The poor ſhould not be dejected; 
they are happier than they imagine; 
Va thouſand times happier than they 
who enjoy riches, pride, luxury, and 
all the delights that riches afford. 

Fhe Poor, having nothing upon 
earth to engage their affections too 
ſtrongly, fix them more eaſily upon 
Gop. 

Poor in Spirit. 

A Miniſter of the Goſpel is not 
bound to part with all, or to ſerve the 
Church by depriving himſelf of all 
things. But whoever is not ready to 
be deprived of all, rather than be 
wanting to his duty, is not worthy of 
'the name of an Apoſtle of Chriſt. 


hls PoverRTY 

Is ſofar from being an unhappineſs, 
that it is a ſecurity againſt temptation 
to 


= Mark xii. 43. 
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to greater ſins, to which the rich are 
expoled. 


A man 1s not forſaken of Gop be- 
cauſe he is in want. The very diſ- 
ciples were forced to pluck the cars of 
corn, when Chriſt was with them, 
when he could have ſupplied them 
with one word. 


None are poor, but thoſe that want 
faith in Gop's Providence. 


| Poverty, Riches. 
Gop hath choſen the poor of this 


world, to make them rich in faith, 
and heirs of the kingdom of heaven, 
rather than the great and the learned. 
It was ſuch as 0 who firſt received 
his Word; and yet this is the condi- 
tion ieh we flee from, which we 
abhor, and are Ag bo! more than 


death. 


Poverty. Nene of P We 


How glorious i is it to Gop, to wat 
himſelf to be beloved by thoſe, to 
whom he denied thoſe things which 

of men 
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men moſt doat after, and purely for 


his own ſake! This is a ſure proof of 
the Chriſtian Religion, and of the 
power of grace, 


PRAYER. 


A ſinner, that prays for any other 
mercies but the grace of repentance 
and converſion, muſt not expect to 
be heard. ME at | 


So knows our wants; but he 
commands us to pray often, that we 
may often think of Him, which we 


cannot do without actually believing, - 


hoping in, and loving Him, as the 
only Being able to ſatisfy our deſires, 
Now, theſe acts beget habits of faith, 
hope, and love; and it is for this rea- 
ſon, that we are commanded to pray, 
— that we may get theſe habits, 


The lukewarmneſs of our prayers 
is the ſource of infidelity. If riches 
were to be had for aſking, how earneſt, 
how conſtant ſhould we be at our 


Tayers ! | 1 
* We 


— 
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We muſt never pray for ſuch things 
(riches, honours, proſperity) as it is 
not fit for Jeſus Chriſt to intercede 
with Gop for. We may beg Gop 
grace to deſpiſe ſuch things. 


Every man that prays owns him- 
ſelf a beggar, which will make him 
humble. | Mts 

The eloquence of prayer conſiſts in 
our propoling our wants to Gop in a 
plain manner: — Lord, , Thou wilt, 
Thou canſt make me whole. Lord, help 

nme. Lord, increaſe our faith. Lord, 
fave us, or we periſh. - EO 

Woe to them whoſe prayers Gop 
hears as he did the prayers of the Ger- 
gaſenes, when they prayed Jeſus Chriſt 
to depart out of their country. | 


Prayer ſhews the dependance man 
has upon Gop; and keeps up a 
correſpondence betwixt Heaven and 
Earth. [192883 > 2 e300 
The way to be always heard is, to 
alk nothing of God but that his Will 

OM! „ be 
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be done; to chuſe that for us which 
he judges to be moſt conducive to his 


glory, which will ever be beſt for us. 


The Word of Gop is to be the 
als of our defires. 


If we have not what we pray for, 
let us believe either that we have not 
aſked as we ought to have done, or 
that it is good for us that we ſhould 
not have the thing we prayed for. 


Prayer being the deſire of the heart, 

it follows, that he who leads an evil 
life is continually offering a wicked 
Prager to Gop. 


There cannot be a better way of 
judging what ſpirit we are of, than 
the trying to recommend our actions 
to Gop in our prayers. If we dare 
not recommend them to Gop, we 
may be ſure they are evil. This is 
nat to be underſtood of trifles, _ of 


TO of concern. 


A true Chriſtian's prayer is al- 
ways heard, becauſe ſuch a one aſks 
| nothing 
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nothing more than that God's Will may 
be done. 20 

Prayer is the groaning of an heart 
ſenſible of its own miſery, poverty, 
and inability, begging of Gop the 
grace to know, and to be able to aſk, 
what it wants, oe 

The condition which Gop requires 
of us, when we aſk any favour of him, 
is this, that we earneſtly deſire to ob- 
tain it, Men often aſk that which 
they are afraid ſhould be granted 
*he power of leaving their evil ways. 


Daily Prayer. Family). 
If we are once convinced that no- 


thing can proſper in our hands, to 


which Gop does not vouchſafe to 
give his bleſſing, we can never think 
light of or omit this duty. 


Public Prr. 
Prayer is good in all places; but 


there 1s a particular bleſſing attends it, 


when offered in the houſe of prayer, 


—the Houſe of Gop himſelf. 


— 


Temporal 
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Temporal and Spiritual PowER. 


The more Chriſt reigns in our 
hearts, the greater is our loyalty and 
* obedience to temporal ſovereigns. 


| Prarse. Applauſe. 

He who loves praiſe, loves temp- 
tation. | P 

+ PREACHER. 5 

To pretend to preach the truth, 
without offending carnal men, is to 
pretend to be able to do what Jeſus 
Chriſt could not do. | 


No man can ſpeak of, or under- 
ſtand the things of Gop, as he ought, 
but he that is filled with the Spirit 
of Gop. This Spirit is piven to 
Chriſtians at Baptiſm ; but they too 
often deprive themſelves of it by a 
carnal life, and by adhering to their 
own wiſdom. a 5 

. 

Both wicked and good men ſee with 

their eyes;—but K man has the 
5 jaundice, 
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jaundice, he does not ſee as others do. 
The mind may be pages as wall 
as the eyes. 

We eaſily penſunds eurſcives, chap 


what is contrary to our inclination is 
contrary to reaſon and religion. 


PRIDE. 
The devil never tempts us with 


more ſucceſs, than when he tempts us 
with a fight of our own good actions. 


It is a very dangerous thing to think 
too much of the good we have done, 
leſt we ſhould imagine that God is in 
our debt, and expect our: reward 
here, and leſt Gop ſhould (os us our 
deſires. 


PRI ES Ts. 
The Maſter will not be, i is not, 105 
noured, e his ſervants are lighted. 
* PargsTHAGD. 


Thoſe only who can exclude from 
the Sacraments can adminiſter them. 


Prięſtbood. 


206 MAX1Ms. 


Prieſthood. Miniſters, _ 

A contempt of theſe does moſt na- 
turally lead us to the contempt of 
Gop and of CHRIS T. He that de- 


JSpiſeth you, deſpiſeth Him that ſent you. 
We have Chriſt's own word for it. 


PrINCiIPIIS OBSTA. 

One does not begin to fall, when 
the fall becomes ſenſible. 

If we would put a ſtop to the be- 
ginning of fin, we muſt begin there 
where ſin begins; namely, in the 
heart and thoughts; which the Goſ- 
pel has ſubjected to the Law of Gop, 
as well as the outward actions; which 
was the error of the Phariſees, who 

took care of the outward man only. 
This will make our duty eaſy. 


Would men conſider, that there 

may be ſome things and circumſtances, 
ſeemingly inconfiderable, on which 
Gon has made their ſalvation perhaps 

depend, they would never omit any 
opportunity of doing good, nor 18 5 
. the 
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the leaſt temptation to any evil what- 
ever; for one evil is but the ſtep to 
another ;—and the leaſt degree of 
grace rejected may be the occaſion of 
the dental of a greater, 1 0 


PROFICIENCY. 


By this we know that we are in the 
way to Heaven, as we know a tree is 
alive by its daily growth. W 


PROMISES of GoD. 


Let us often repreſent unto the eye 
of our faith, the greatneſs of Gop's 
promiſes, and his Eithfulneſs in per- 
forming them; nothing is more pro- 
per to animate us in the way of virtue. 


PROVIDENCE of Goo 


- Is the comfort of the righteous,— 

His wifdom cannot be ſurpriſed, his 

power baffled, or his love ſhortened. 

When men forget this, fears, diſqui- 

etudes, &c. ſurround them. 
Gop very often conceals his Al- 

mighty power and care over his crea- | 
| tures, 
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tures; under means that ſeem altoge- 
ther natural and human. 


That man is ſafe, who has Provi- 
dence on his ſide, in whoſe hands 
are the hearts of men, and all their 
power. 


nnn 


A Nate full of danger. Both the 
wiſe and pious have been enſnared 
by it. 


It Gop denies proſperity to good 
men, it is in order to ſomething better. 


It is too ſure a ſign that Gop is 
angry with thoſe whom he ſuffers to 
2 by means which he himſelf 

as curſed. 


Punrosks, Deſfrer. 


1 us not ſtop at good purpoſes: : 
they are the gift of Gop; and not to 
improve them is to light his gift and 
grace, and to put ourſelves into the 
number of ſlothful ſervants, and be 
liable to their ſentence. 


QI, 


' Maxim. - 29 
QUALITY, and High Birth. 

It was virtue which firſt raiſed it 
above the vulgar; and when that 
ceaſes in a family, there is an end of 
real quality, and it becomes a diſgrace. 

| REasoN inſufficient. 

The Heathen Philoſophers thought 
it enough to lay good reaſons before 
men, in order to perſuade them. 
They knew nothing of the neceſſity 
of divine grace, and therefore they are 
often forced to complain of the inſuſ- 
ficieney of reaſon, _ 
You will not be able, by all the 
ſtrength of reaſon, to ſubdue one Juſt, 
or ſupport your mind under any great 
affliction. FS Gs 
Reqſon and Grace. 

Human reaſon, though never ſo 
highly improved, will fall ſhort of 
a true knowledge and inſight into 
ſpiritual matters, if not aſſiſted by 
grace. A 2 


- 


Reaſon | 
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Reaſon and Free Will. 


Trials have been made by man, 
how far theſe will ſecure him :—in a 
ſtate of perfection, —in the ſtate of 
nature after the fall, - and in the time 
of the law, with all outward helps 
and advantages; and the concluſion 
has always been, blindneſs, wicked- 
neſs, and groſs error. And yet there 
are men who call theſe ſufficient, and 
would fain bring us back again to 
theſe, even while we are under the 
diſpenſation of an effectual grace. 


Reaſon and Faith, 


Whatever is the object of pure 
faith cannot be the obje& of reaſon. 
Without the knowledge of original 
fin, we are utter ſtrangers to res ; 
and yet nothing is more ſhocking to 
reaſon, than that the tranſgreſſion of 
Adam ſhould affect his whole poſterity. 
ERegſon and Revelation. © 
- It has been proved, that opium will 
Kill a man, Muſt we not * 
- \tx 34 t is, 
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this, but take any quantity at a ven- 
ture, becauſe our reaſon cannot com 
prehend how it has this deadly effectꝰ 
— The hiſtories of Chriſt are above 
our reaſon ; but we believe them, be- 
cauſe we have all the proofs neceflary 

to convince any reaſonable man, that 

Gop has revealed them as certain 
truths. 


RESTORATION 70 7he Image of God. 


The moſt effetual means of our 
recovery to what we are fallen from, 
conſiſts, 8 75 
- Firſt; In a firm belief of the re- 
miſſion of ſins through Jeſus Chriſt, 
who died for us, to aſſure us of the 
ſincere love of Gop for his poor crea- 
tures, and that he is fully recon- 
ciled to them, if they will be recon- 
ciled to the means he has propoſed in 
the Goſpel. . 

Secondly; In a firm faith in the 
power of Gop, for recovering the 
Image of Gop in us, conſiſting in 

righteouſneſs 


, 
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righteouſneſs and true holineſs:— 
called, therefore, the righteouſneſs of 
Faith ; becauſe produced by a firm 
faith in the power of Gop. 


.... Thirdly ; In earneſt prayer to Goo, 


for Iigbt to diſcover what is evil in 
us, and for /rength to overcome and 
root it out. 


Laſtly; In a wary and watchful 

walking in all external righteouſneſs, 
ſuch as ts in our power to perform; by 
which we may be aſſured, that our 
prayers are ſincere, when we do what 
we can, and pray for what we cannot 
do without the eſpecial grace of Gop, 


_ REFORMATION of Manners. 
_ The reſtraint which conſcience lays 
men under, is ſo much greater than 


the reſtraint which temporal laws and 


puniſhments can lay men under, that 
if a reformation of manners be effec- 
tually brought about, it muſt begin at 
conſcience. | 
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A REGENERATE PERSON Cannot ſin.” 


That is, he has by faith and the 
grace of Gop got ſuch an habit of ho- 
lineſs, ſuch an inclination to virtue, 
that he cannot, upon any temptation, 
knowingly conſent to tranſgreſs the 
laws of Gop. Having overcome the 
world, that is, all thoſe temptations 
by which men are led to commit fin, 
he is dead 10 fin; that is, he can no 
more fin deliberately, than a dead man 
can breathe. 10 


"REGENERATION. _ _ - 

The only certain proof of regene- 
ration, is victory. He that is horn of 
God, overcometh the world.“ When we 
live by faith; when faith has ſubdued 
the will, hath wrought repentance not 
to be repented of,” hath conquered our 
corruptions; then to him that over- 
cometh, will Gop give to eat of the 


tree of life. 


1 1 John iii. 9. bo I John vo its 15 | 2 
P 2 Cor. vii. 10. 7 8 


RELIGION. 
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2 RELIGION 
Makes Gob our friend. 


If a man has no religion, it is be- 
cauſe he will have none. He loves 
darkneſs better than light; and he 


will not aſk the grace of Gop to aſſiſt 
and enlighten him. ps 
One may be religious in any condi- 
tion of lite, without fear of being 
laughed at, provided we own that we 
fear Gob, and our life be all of a piece. 


When religion is made a ſcience, 
there is nothing more intricate; when 
it is made a duty, nothing more eaſy. 

One of the great ends of religion is 
to keep men in a conſtant dependance 
f ˙¹ 

He that is perſuaded that true re- 
ligion conſiſts in the regulation of the 
heart, will not fear the judgment of 
men, or be much concerned at it. 

A man may have the form of God- 


lineſs without the power; but he 
cannot have the power while he de- 


ſpiſes 


renn 


a © — PA K 


Maxxis. 215 


ſpiſes the form, that i is, the outward 
practice. ie 


Rule of Religion. - | 9 | 


Where the Scriptures: are ſilent, 
the church is my text ; where the 
Scriptures ſpeak, the church is my 
comment; where both are ſilent, 1 
follow reaſon .—Relig. Medici. 


Religion changes nothing in the 
order of providence;—it leaves the 
great in their ſtation, only makes 
them care ful not to abuſe the favours 
of Gop makes the poor content 
with their condition, &c. 


Thoſe are not the greateſt enemies 
to religion, that are moſt irreligious. 
A formal Chriſtian does more hurt 
ſometimes than an Atheiſt. 


Keligion does not egen on our 


opinion; its principles are as ſure and 
laſting as Gob himfelf. N 


They that live without religion will 
die without any e of N 
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Wicked men, not being able to ex- 
cuſe their principles or their lives, 
endeavour to ruin the authority of 
that Word, and thoſe Paſtors, which 
Dr them. 


Religion not defended by POP 


Lord, ſhall we ſmite with the 
« ſword ? They know Chriſt but 
little, who ſuppoſe that he is to be 
defended by arm. 


Chriſtian Religion conſiſts & per- 
forming worthily the duties we owe 
to GoD, our neighbour, and ourſelves, 


Religio non 1 res inventa, Jed iradita. 


Nothing but religion can give us 
the ſatisfaction and peace we all ſo 
earneſtly defire. | 

True Religion cannot conſiſt in any 
thing which a, wicked man can per- 
form as well as a good man. So that 
external forms, . neceſſary, 
are not the eſſence of religion. 


True Religion conſiſts in a prevailing 
love of Gov, and ih an effectual reſo- 
lution of obeying him i in all inſtances. 
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The Religion of the World. Setting 
aſide Infidels, the reſt of the world 
believe that /ome Religion is neceſſary. 
The conſequence is, they take what 
they like, not what Chriſt has pre- 


ſcribed ;—they will give Gop words 


and ceremonies; they will ſerve him, 
but the world too; they will do /ome 
of the things he has commanded, and 
ſome too that he has forbidden; they 
flee to him in diſtreſs, but it is when 
every thing elſe forſakes them. As 
far as the cuſtom of the world allows, 
they will ſerve Him. But is this 
what we vowed, when we were made 
Chriſtians? Is this to love the Lord 
with a// the heart and mind, and te 
renounce every thing that he hates, 


REPENTANCE. 


There is no repentance where there 
is not a change of heart. 


Repentance is the great privilege of 
the Goſpel, obtained by the ſatisfac- 
tion made by the Son of God, that we 
may be pardoned on our . repentance, 


1 which 


— — 4 Le. FI «Las hy > OW 


. r 
% . 4 . . » * . «+ ef nk, s 4 1 9 * # 2 7A ® , a ac. $ Se 
7 „ ee eg er —* tte er Sy Ir IS ric OTIS. 


e N \ 
r 
n 


. 
. 


218 Maxims. 


which we never could have hoped for 
without that ſatis faction. 

There is no other choice, but Re- 
pentanse or Damnation. 

The Devil aims at two things with 
regard to ſinners; either to hinder 8 
them from repentance, or to make | 
them repent 20 fudan did. | 


| Nothing is troubleſome to Us, ſo 
Long as we axe not obliged to change 
By Repentance, we are to under- 
ſtand a ne nature, a new life. There 
is no difficulty in this. RESET 
REPROACHES. 

We are then good Chriſtians, when 
we are pleaſed to be treated as Jeſus 
Chriſt was. Some ſaud, He is a good 
mans others ſaid, Nay; but he decerveth 
the people.“ 


a” ms .VÞQ| ttm ww a\ oo two as 


REPROBATE. 
It is one of the greateſt judgments 
in the world, to be left to ourfelves. 7 
zin the world, to be left to qurſelves, a 
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and to be permitted to act juſt as we 
pleaſe. Tk 
When, having laid aſide the care of 
their own ſouls, men labour to cor- 
rupt and deſtroy others, it is then they 
are filling up the meaſure of their ſins 
apace. 


RErROOr. 1 

Any man who diſturbs the falſe 
peace of ſinners, muſt expect to be ill - 
treated, and reproached, and defamed. 


RE PRO VE, Convince. 


To reprove with ſucceſs, allow your 
adverſary to be in the right, as ar as 
he really is ſo, namely, as he takes the 
thing; (for the underſtanding, as well 
as the ſenſes, is not miſtaken, where it 


has a right view of the object) then 


ſhew him that fide of the object 
which he did not take notice of, and 
he will hear with more patience. For 
to be confuted, is but to be better in- 
formed; and if we do it with this cau- 
tion, that we make not pride and ſelf- 

L 2 love 
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love our enemies, a man will hear us 
with the ſame attention and good-will, 
as a traveller would do, when we tell 
him he is out of his way, and ſet him 
right. its: 

Method of reproving is, to doit with 
marks of reſpect and mildneſs ;—to do 
it in ſo plain a manner, that the perſon 
may be. made the judge of the reaſon, 
and be convinced of his error. 


RESIGNATION. 


Perfect reſignation is the fureſt way 
to Heaven. | z 


Happineſs conſiſts not in being ex- 
empt from ſufferings, but in a volun- 
tary acceptance of them as the will of 
Gor. | . 

To repine at ſufferings, is to charge 
Gop with:doing us injuſtice; it is to 
ſay, we are innocent, and have not 
deſerved them. Alas! if it were left 
to ourſelves to execute juſtice for 
the offences we have committed, we 


ſhould-be.too partial or too cowardly 
to 


oa * —_—— * 
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to do it. It is Gop only can do it, 
and we are angry. 


Reſignution to the wilt of Gop is no 
leſs a privilege than a duty. 

When Gov deprives us of any thing 
that is moſt dear to us, —health, eaſe, 
convenience, friends, wife, children, 
eſtate, &c, we ſhould immediately fay, 
This is God's will, I am by him 
' commanded to part with ſo much for 
his ſake. Let me not therefore mur- 
mur, or be dejected, for that would 
* thew plainly, that I did love the 
thing I am deprived of more than 
* the will of Gop.? 


We ought to acquieſce in every diſ- 
penſation of Providence, becauſe Gor 
finds his glory therein. | 


Reſignation. Humility. 

He that is truly humble, is always 
fatisfied with Gop's diſpenſation; be- 
cauſe he knows, that of himſelf he 
deſerves nothing, and that his very 
virtues are the gift of G. 


L 4 RESOLUTION. 
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RE SOLUTION. 

He can never be good that, is not 
obſtinate, that is, in doing what he 
knows he ought to do. 8 

RxsUuRRECTION of Chrift. 

God fignified to all the world by 

that, that the debt was diſcharged for 


which he was made a priſoner by 
death, | 


RETIREMENT, 


We are apt to condemn thoſe that 
are continually in the throng of buſi- 
neſs, &c. But if our ſtudy and re- 
tirement produce no ſolid good, it is 
even as good to be engaged in com- 
| pany and with buſineſs, as to be alone. 


RuLes of natural Rhetorick. ; 
Firſt. Neves BE POSITIVE 1—that 
upbraids the ignorance of them we 
ſpeak to. Rather let them believe 
they know and do as you would have 
them, and they will come up at laſt 

to. what you ſuppoſe they are already. 
ee Secondly. 
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Secondly. Never triumph. Many 
would yield, but for the ſhame of 
being overcome. 44 

Thirdly. Let ſuch propoſitions as 
are not attended with the cleareſt evi- 
dence, be delivered by way of enquiry. 


Fourthly. A modeſty in delivering 
our ſentiments leaves us a liberty of 
changing them without bluſhing, 
whea we find it reaſonable ſo to do. 


Fifthly. He that underſtands his 
ſubject well, and is heartily affected 
with it, will not want ways of expreſ- 
ſing himſelf agreeably.  _ 

Sixthly. To have our great end, 
that is, the Glory of Gow, in our 
thoughts and defires, is the beſt way 
of attaining knowledge and piety. 

Seventhly. There are ways of re- 
commending religion, where it would 
be anſeaſonable to ſpeak of them di- 
rectly. | + L SIN 
_ E:ghibly. By running from one ar- 
gument to another, you ſhew a fectet 

L4 diſtruſt 
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diſtruſt of the goodneſs of the firſt ; 
and your adyerfary lays hold of the 
weakeſt, 


Ricnes. 


A rich good man is more afraid of 
not finding worthy perſons to give to, 
than a poor man is of 1 not finding one 
to give. | 


He that confiders an ales as a HR 
only, will often think of the account. 
he is to give. 


If coal forbids the love of 
| riches, it is becauſe the Author of it 


knew that they are the root of all evil. 


The beſt eſtate or inheritance has 
this condition annexed to it,. M bai- 
ever 10 s ſaperfuour belongs to the poor. 


ERS | Riches. Profperity. 


To o believe that Gov. gives, for a 
reward of virtue, ſuch things as raiſe 
in us the love of the world, and all 
the vices that flow from it, there can» 


not. be a greater miſtake in religion. 
IN Jap 
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The portion of the elect cannot be 5 
both riches and perſecution. 


Riches, though not evil in them- 
ſelves, are yet one of the - greateſt 
ſnares, and almoſt inevitably lead to 

pride, &c.—Not many noble, not many 
bty are called,” &c. This will make 

1 * ghtful Chriſtian afraid, leſt Gop 
give him riches and honours in his 
anger, and as a judgment. 


=_ caſe, hard-heartedneſs,, and 
pleaſure, the too natural conlequeyes 
of riches. 


The rich and great 3 moſt need 
of being told the truth, and F< they 
ſeldomeſt hear it. 


May not I do what I mt with my 
own?—No; unleſs you would go to 
hell with him that fared ſumptuouſly, | 
and let the poor ſtarve at his gates. 
Never were words more abuſed.,— _ 
Your own! Who made you a pro- 
prietor? Give an account of your * 


| * 1 Cor. i. 26, 27. 


ſtewardſni p⸗ 
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ſtewardſhip, talents, &c. Of thine 


own do we give thee? 
Me are not forbid a moderate care 
to acquire, to improve, to ſecure 
riches. Induftry is a a © To vi- 
lify them is a fault; honeſtly gotten, 
they may ſerye good ends. That 
they are not our treaſure, that they 
are uncertain, that they are tempta- 
tions, —all this is true; but that they 

Are uſelefs, &c. 1s not true. | 
It is certain, no man ever found 
true happineſs in riches. Chriſtians, 
therefore, are to be warned againſt 
ſetting their hearts upon them, truſt- 
ing in them, &c. All ibis will I give 
tee, This AY is nothing but vexa- 
tion of ſpirit. Chriſtians ſhould be 
convinced, that to defire them with 
eagernels, is to defire to be further 
from ſalvation ;-—to be in a condition, 
which will make us unwilling to hear 
the truth, which will lead us from 
God, and make us love every thing 
! 1 Chron, xxix. 14. 


' better 
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better than God: riches futniſh- men 
with what e the ſenfes, Rifle. 
reaſon and conſcience a 22 
direct 2 to humility a 
_ tem Few dare be fins; 
cere with c that aint them: 


The rich have all the infirmities of 
other people, and have lefs time ad 


fewer means of being cured. 


In ſhort; riches oppoſe Chriftth- / 
nity in all its parts: this bids us "Ter 
our affections on things above. 


Riches ſet before us whatever may 
allure our minds, and make us love 
the world: — We ſhould hope, and 
put our truſt in Gov. 


| Riches tempt us ſtrongly to conltiÞ 
in them ;—they lead to covetouſneſs, 
which is oppoſite to charity. The 
rich young man is a fad inſtance bow 
hard it is, to-part with them, even for 
Chriſt's ſake, and where he commands 
us. Whocan be humble, when POE 
thing tempts him to pride? | 


Well - 


44 
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Well then —muſt they be flung 
away? No: But they that have them, 
as they hope for ſal vation, muſt be poor 

in ſpirit z—+«mb/e, though tempted 

ſtrongly to be otherwiſe ;—zemperate, 
though they have it in their power to 
make proviſion for the fleſh, to fulfil 
the luſts thereof ;—char77able; watich- 
Ful;—have a mean opinion of them- 
ſelves, when every body about them is 
admiring their good fortune and happy 
condition ;—eachable, fearful, devout, 
as ſtanding in need of more grace, &c. 
They that would be rich fall into 
temptation and a ſnare.—Truyf{ not 
in uncertain riches, but in the living 

r 
Riches are apt to make men lovers 
of pleaſure, more than lovers of Gov. 
That . Jeſus Chriſt might diſpoſe us 
for heaven, he firſt brings down the 
price of all carthly idols, he chuſes 
A life of poverty. Bleſſed are the poor. 
Take no thought what ye ſhall eat, &c. 
q 1 Tim. vi. 17. | 


How 
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How. hardly. ſhall they that have webe, 
enter into the —— of God. 


Go hath made our lives 8 at 
we may have no pretence to ſet our: 
hearts on this world. The things that 
are ſeen are temporal. Do not let a 
Chriſtian ſay, I muſt do this, or I 
ſhall be undone for ever my all 
lies at ſtake, &c. This is not Mu; 
Nothing lies at ſtake, but a ſnort e 
ſitory life, periſhing treafures, &&., - 


Take heed, and beware f C doen 
neſs. Our Lord would not have faid 
this, had there been no reaſon for - 
Experience, ſhews it; and when we 
come to die, we ſhall conkels, the vas, 
nity of riches. 6 Hy 

When riches ien ſet not your 
heart upon them. That is the time 


of danger. Thoſe that are moſt able, 1 


are very often the leaſt inclined | to. 0 
good with them. 


The duties of the rich ntl as nds | 
their riches. What will all the ad- 
| vantages they afford us be to us, if it / 

| | ſhould 


| ſhould end in everlaſting death? Let 


us pray, that we may ſo paſs through 
e that we nally 15 
not the things that are eternal. 
How hardly ſball they that have riches 
enter into the kingdom of God; for ſuch 
men think themſelves above cenſure, 
reproof,” fear of God or man, above ad- 
1er. It is hard to have riches, and 
not to truſt in them;—hard'to ſubmit 
to changes; — hard to believe the next 
world better than this. 
' Who then can be ſaved? Why, ve- 
| , nothing but the Spirit and power 
x: Dh cal cate a — beſet with 
the temptations which riches bring, 
from being overcome by them. 
___ 'Teſus Chriſtdeclined riches; he did 
it to teach us not to be fond of ſuch 
oo as lead to caſe 2 T THR 
See Chillingworth, 1 Thofe 
. make the beſt aſe of riches run 


hazards of being ruined. 
„ Eeclus, x 24. 


After 
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After all, rieh men are not to be 
ws ae" to Gop;—riches are his 
gi The Apoſtle tells us what ufe 
we are to unk of them; ſo does our 
Lord; — Mal- t yourſelves friends; — 
lay up your treqfure' in Heaven. © 


Poor in Spirit. 


Having no conſolation in the enjoy- 
ment of wealth and honour, and not 
being elevated with the good things 
of this life. 

A ſoft aud finful life, too generally 
the effect of riches. 
| We are but ſtewards, not proprie- 
— the not conGdveim this, makes 

— in contending for our rights, 

8 3 - we are accounts 
: ads 0 r ſo much as we can 
with peeand aries ; Gop — ; 
ply all the reſt. 


Let us lay up for our ; chiltires a 


treaſure in heaven, where ehe unthriſty 
eannot ſquander i ths . HT can- 
not diminiſh. it, &c 

Gen, 
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Sen. xxxii. 10. With my flaff I 
paſſed this Jordan. Here proſperity is 
aſcribed to God alone;—and ſo may 
the greateſt part of men acknowledge. 


_ . Riches, got by deceit, make a man 

no more rich than a dropſy makes him 
fat. y 
True character of a Gentleman. 


One who has a good eſtate, and au- 
thority, &c. and makes uſe of theſe to 
promote the glory of Gop, the good 
of his country, and to help thoſe that 
are in need. The falſe notion which 
people have :—He is one who lives at 
eaſe; without labour and care; with- 
out fear of want; accountable to no- 
body; hath whatever his ſoul deſires; 
fears no changes; reſpected, whether 
he deſerve it or not, &c. This makes 
all deſire riches ſo impatiently. _ 
It is ſeldom conſidered; how diffi- 
cult it is to anſwer all the duties 
which the being rich requires of us. 
- Riches are bleſſings, juſt as poverty 
or affliction are; that is, when men 
comply 
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comply with Gop's ends in ee 
the one or the ot ler. 


Riches have this advantage, —they i 
put it into the power of thoſe that 
1 them, to ſupply all their own 
real wants, and to help others; that 
is, to provide for both worlds, chis 
and the next. 


To fool, this night ſhall th 250 1 . 
" ured of thee. nighs A hy foul be 

om the world admires for having 
gotten great eſtates for their can f 
and in a ſhort time. 


| Riches are almoſt always. ka ſod; 
without. a very 2 
They arm injuſtice ;—they- ſupport 
pride ;—they are the object of the 
moſt violent paſſions, and the occafion 
of all other evilss. 


Great riches are too often krebt ob 
ſtacles to ſalvation, 


Riches, Pride, do very naturally be- 


get a e of che Jove of Goo. 
"Wo Py 1 . 


* 5 |; 
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Io be rich is a great mis fortune; 
Chriſt himſelf affirms that ſuch a one 
cannot be ſaved with an ordinary grace: 
Lis egſier for camel to go through the eye 
a needke, than for a rich man to enier 
into the kingdom of God, The only way 
18 to uſe them, not as a proprietor, but 
as a ſteward; and then a man may be 
| faid to be poor in the midſt of riches. 
But this muſt be the work of God, 
who alone can root out the love of 
riches from the heart. | 
Wboever finds in riches his reſt, his 
dependance, his ſatis faction, his joy, 
His ſafety, will never heartily apply to 
Gon fot theſe : Here lies the danger 
„„ Hoe "7 
1-1-1. Riches and Power, 
How great a grace is neceſlary to 
keep a man from abuſing them! 
Riches, Profperity. 
Wben we take all the comforts theſe 
afford, they will make us forget the 
neceſſity of paſſing through ſufferings 
in our way to heaven. 


$A. 


_ Chriſtianity does not reject the ach, 
but it inſpires them with a contempt 
of riches, and makes them as humble 
as if they were never ſo poor. 

Riches, unreaſonably heaped up, and 
kept without neceſſity, prove a canker 


to the owners, juſt as the manna did ; 


which being kept contrary, to God's 
command until the next day, bred 
worms and ſtank. 


It is one of the moſt difficult hen 
in life, to know when one has _ 


of the world. 
Rib and Poor compared,” 


Bleſſed are the poor, they that mourn, 
they that are per/ecuted, &c. Not one 
word in all the ſcriptures like Bleſſed 
are the rich, the proſperous, the great. 
And yet we all deſire and ftrive/after a 
condition, which has no of par w_ a 


| —_— attending at-- 25 


RiDicuLE. 


Nothing is more certain, from rea- 
ſon and , than that where- 
eV ever 
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ever. the ſpirit of ridicule prevails, 
they-that iba under it are incom- 
petent judges of what is ſerious and 
facred. E F St. David's Ser- 
non of Reformation. uy 


SABBATH, / 


Go forbad labour on the Sabbath, 
let fervants ſhould be oppreſſed by 
the covetouſneſs of their maſters ; and 


that men might have ſufficient time to 
mind their Alvation. 


SAINTs, Chriftians. * 


Chriſtians cannot be too often put 
in mind, that they who are Sajnts by 


profeſſion, ſhould be ſo by their'© con 
verſation. 


70 1 Delufion, i | 
Men flatter themſelves, that th eir 
ſalvation is always in their own hands; 
that they can ſet about it and ſecure it 


when they pleaſe: A WY " de 
2 


. ® Lake a. 4 7 
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 Mark'of Salvation. 5 


Nothing can give us a greater aſſu- 
rance of our being in the way of ſal- 
vation, than to ſee ourſelves rejected 
and deſpiſed by thoſe who will not 
think of another life, _ 


Meant of Saboagton.”” 5 6 


It i is Gop who alone knows our na- 
ture, and what is neceſſary to make 
us happy; he cannot err in the choice 


of the EE: goodneſs will not ſuf- 


fer him to lead us wrong; and there - 
fore, without enquiring into the in- 
trinſic nature of theſe means, we may 
depend moſt ſecurely upon them as the 
yery beſt way to happineſs; 'namely, 
the means which Gop has preſcribed, 

not thoſe of our own chuſing: and 
theſe are bis commandments.” And if 
men will be wiſer than Go, conſult 
their own eaſe, employ their reaſon - 
and their wit, diſpute 178 thing he 

has preſcribed, they wil ere 


Matth. xix. 17, 18, 19. 


come 


23s Maxinms. 
come ſhort of that | 


happineſs they 

hope for. w_ 
S841 ae 
No good Chriſtian ought to be 


afraid of him! or of his mſtruments; 
becauſe he is a flave of Chriſt's, and 
can do nothing without his leave. But 
a Sinner ought to fear him, becauſe he 
is the minifter of Gop's juſtice and 

vengeance. Wherever Chriſt does not 
reign, the Devil does. 

Frag] | SexPTmTICISM. 

Men that accuſtom themſelves in 
human ſciences, (in which they find 
little or nothing certain) to judge ac- 
cording to the Baht of reaſon, con- 

demning every thing that does not 
agree thereto, are often raſn enougli to 
carry that principle into the concerns 
of religion, and to doubt of things 

revealed without remorſe. ee 

Stepticks. determine. peremptorily 
concerning thoſe very things which 
they propoſe as doubts. 


SCHISM. 
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Seems 7 
When the mercies of Gop will not 
prevail with chriſtians to unite, he 

often does it by his judgments. 
Separation, Sthifm. 155 
It will he found at Iait, that unity, 
and tbe peace of the church, will con- 
duce mere to the ſaving of ſouls, than 
the moſſ ſpecious ſects, varniſhed with 
the moſt pious, ſpecious pretences, 


 HoLy SCRIPTURES. 
He that reads them, with a purpoſe 
to profit by them, will find them clear, 
and his duty determined, + 
Read them with humility, not to 
appear more knowing, but to edify. 
The Holy Scriptures teach us how, 
by repentance and faith, we may re- 
cover Gopꝰs favour here, and be happy 
hereafter for ever. res 
They that preach the Goſpel, ſo as 
to accommodate it to the maxims of 
the world, the- intereſts of this life, 


and 
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and the inclinations of nature, have 
forgot that Chriſt's kingdom is not of 
this world, nor deſigned to promote 
its grandeur, aol: 112; 

A man that reads the Scriptures, as 
he does other books, for diverſion, for 
improvement in worldly knowledge, 
&c. only, and not with a deſign to or- 
der his life according to the rules and 
examples of piety he finds there, will 
never by all his reading become wiſe 
unto ſal vation. 
The reading of Scripture, when ſe- 
rious, is ever attended with a bleſſing :* 
for inſtance, the Ethopian eunuch. 
Hoh Scriptures obſcure, that we may 
apply ourſelves to ſtudy them; and 
that we may have recourſe to the Holy 
Spirit, by which they were written, 

for the underſtanding of them. 

He that is of a teachable temper 

will ſubmit to the rules of the Goſpel 
in their plain and obvious ſenſe; and 


2 Acts wu. 28. : 
he 
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he that will not do ſo will rum inte 
endleſs errors, even as much as if the 
Goſpel had never been preached. 


If we would not fall into endleſs 


errors and miſtakes, touching the de- 


ſigns and will of Gop, we muſt receive 


the Haug: <1 in the plainneſs and ſim- 


plicity thereof; without wiredrawing 


it, to bring it to our own ſentiments 
and deſires. ; 


the Goſpel. 
A man may know all the leaped 


criticiſms of the Scriptures, without 
knowing the ſpirit, the piety, and the 


myſteries thereof. 


By the Holy Scriptures, every man 
_y ſee what he is, what he is not, 
what he ought to be. Let us 


therefore meditate upon them, conſult 
them as our rule, and make Sy 


evermore our pattern. 


Read the Scriptures, but read dat 
with attention:—Read the parables of 
NM the 


W 


A chriſtian life is the great key of 


= 


4 1 
= 
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the prodigal, of the rich man, of him 
that built new barns, &c. Read theſe, 
and ſee if nothing in them belongs to 
you; whether you are not faring ſump- 
tuouſly every day, while others want 
bread; whether you are not laying out 
too much upon fine cloaths, while 


others want cloaths to keep them 


warm, &c. 


The Holy Scriptures are an adora- 
ble mixture of clearneſs and obſcurity, 
which enlighten and humble the chil- 
dren of God, and blind and harden 
thoſe of this world. The light pro- 
ceeds from Gop, and blindneſs 35 
the creature. . 

DCRUPLES. ET} 

Infincerity is the cauſe of more ſcru- 

ples than ignorance. 
There are very many caſes, where 

we muſt ſubmit to the judgment of 

others, or elſe we could not be ſaid to 


1 judge reaſonably. . 


SENSUALITY. 


- — 
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SENSUALIT V. 


That you may have your portion 
with beaſts in this world, you are con- 
tent to have your u with devils 
in the, next. 


Whoredom a and wine take away the 
heart; that is, its r right, judgment, 
taſte, and perception of things, 


Religion requires a greater mortiſi- 


cation of the pleaſures of the palate, 


than is generally thought of. Senſual 
a man may be, without intemperancez 


ſenſual, not having the Spirit, ſaith St. 
Jude: earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh.” 


SERM ONE 
Should be Marty's a not de- 


clamations. 


Srxvaxrs. 


We cannot be ſecure of the gdelity 
or honeſty of a ſervant, who fears not, 
who 1 is not faithful to his Gop; but 


A Hol, i ir. re; b James i Ul, 15. 
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we may depend upon him who ſerves 
Gon fathfülly. * J | 
The Sxklous TEMPER 7ruly Chriſtian. 
When a Chriſtian conſiders the al- 
moſt univerſal corruption of the be- 
lieving world, he cannot ſure but be 
very ſerious ;—and therefore all the 
mirth and jollity, and fooliſh enter- 
tainments, which are propagated with 
ſo much eagerneſs, are really as unbe- 
coming Chriſtians, as it would be for 


a wife or child to rejoice at the death 
of the huſband or father. 
"EY SHAME. : 

Be not aſhamed of being a Chriſtian. 
| | F alſz Shame. 
Whoever is aſhamed of his maſter, 
is not worthy to ſerve him, much leſs 
to reign with him. 

SICKNESS; Aflictions, Pain. 


If you conſider fickneſs as a pain to 
nature, and not as a favour from Gop, 
it will be a grief and torment to you. 

joy To 
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To make it a comfort, believe that it 
is ordered by Gop, a loving father, — 
a wiſe phy ſician it is the effect of 


his mercy. for your ſalvation. Vou 


become dearer to him, by being like 
to his Son, faſtened to the croſs ;—he 
will looſe you when it is beſt for you. 
We often hinder our recovery, health, 
eaſe, &c. by truſting to bo and 
worldly means more than to Gop.- 
Means ſucceed juſt as faras Gop plea- 
ſes. Gop ſends pains of the body, 


to cure thoſe of the ſoul; if he ſends - 


them, he only can cure them. Be not 
impatient to be at eaſe: while you are 
chaſtened, you are ſure Gop loves you; 
ou are not ſure of that, when you are: 
without chaſtiſement. 5 
SIMPLICITY. 


It is better to be accounted, or to be 


a weak man, than a wicked man. 
Sim, 26.4 : 


Where there is a real abhorrence of 


evil, there will be a proportional care 
M 3. to- 
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to avoid it, Abbor that which is 
r | 


Sin is no ſooner committed, but the 
judgment is paſſed: No ſooner did 
Ahab go to take poſſeſſion of Naboth's 
vineyard, but the Prophet is ſent with 
this meſſage from Gop to him: I 
the place where dogs licked the blood of 
Naboth, ſhall dogs lick thy blood, even 
thins—Cbrittians do not confider this. 


All fin includes in it Atheiſm, Re- 
 bellion, and MY: This ſhould be 
well conſidered. 


. The evil of Sin may. be known: from: 
the atonement that was neceſſa 
make ſatis faction to the Divine ju 2 
and from the puniſhment which it will 
be attended with—ever/afting miſery ; 
which even + Infuarte Goodneſs Has al- 
ſigned It - | 0536 36 0} 1531: 3; 

Gop acer permits fin, even in the 
elect, that he may make their fall 
inſtrumental to their converſion and 
ſalvation. 


© Rom. xii. g. 


Soy ſees in fin the good which he 
deſigns to bring out of it; otherwiſe 
he would never permit it. 


Sinners often find themſelves forced 


to ſee their ſin and their danger, 


when they endeavour to ſhun the 
ſight of them with the greateſt care. 


It is extremely dangerous to take: 
even one ſtep in the ways of fin; fince 
it is ſo difficult to retreat, and fince it 
almoſt neceſſarily leads to another. 


When a man is not only content to- 


neglect his own ſalvation, but is in- 
duſtrious to ruin others, he is then 
filling up the meaſure of his ſins. 


When a man is once out of the way 


of Go, he eafily falls from one fin to- 


Sin and Wickedneſs. © 


The more we ſee in others, the more 


we ought to fear for ourſelves. 


The fins of others ſhew us what we 
ourſelves ſhould be without the grace 


- 
Hh 


of Chriſt. | | 
We 
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We have reaſon to bleſs Gop, that 


he has not taken us off by a ſudden 
ſtroke of death, every time we have 


ſinned, as he did Ananias and Sapphira. 


Sin puniſhable. 
Few people are ſo blind as to flatter 


themſelves that Gop will permit their 
ſin to go unpuniſhed. What then do 


they do to divert ſo uneaſy a thought? 
— Why they endeavour to ſtifle it. 


'The crime of Satan was, his not 


being content with the ſtate of a crea- 
ture, which depends entirely upon 


Gop. Gop therefore ſuſtained him 


no longer by his grace, which was by 


him diſowned. The ſame befals men, 


who, for want of humility, do arro- 
gate (aſcribe) to themſelves thoſe 


things which are Gop's; that is, 
every thing that is good. 


There is no fin which a man ought 
not to fear, and to think himſelf capa- 


ble of, ſince we have in our corrupt 
will the ſeed of every fin. 


Sins 
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Sins of Impurity. | 
It was theſe fins which brought de- 


ſtruction upon the Canaanites. Peo- 
ple do not conſider this. 


Sins particularly forbidden in the- 
Goſpel... 

Unreaſonable cares and fears; a love 
for worldly things; ſenſual luſts; un- 
ne paſſions; anger, malice, 

2 hatred, &c. pride and vanity; 

Iſhood, hypocriſy; murmuring; diſ- 


Ju 5 
SINCERITY..- 


He that ſhews the power of religion 


by its fruits, has the beſt RY of 
his fincerity.. - 


The conduct of our lives is the only: 
proof of the ſincerity of our hearts. 


SINGULARITY. 
If a man is alone in doing his duty, 
he has the more reaſon to be thankful 


to Gop, and not to be aſhamed of it 
before men. 


SINNERS. 


1 
= 
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| &c. &c. | 
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6-18 SINNERS. 
Jo puniſh ſinners, Gop need only 
abandon them to their own paſſions ; 
—they will ſoon be miſerable. 


The greateſt mis fortune does not 
conſiſt in a man's being a ſinner, but 
in his not knowing the danger and the 
remedy of fin; and in rejecting the 
faving hand of his ' phyſician, who 
would heal him, and the means he 


propoſes for his recoyery. 


The Condition of a Sinner. 


To be perpetually vexed at his own 
folly and weakneſs ;—to do ſuch things 
as he inwardly condemns ;—to be 
afraid of that light which would dif- 
cover him to himſelf and others;—to 


be afraid of what may come hereafter, 


Conſolation to Sinners. 


3 Though the fin he to us inveterate 


and incurable, yet it is not ſo to an 
Allwiſe, Almighty Phyſician. 
Since 


Since nothing but the death of 
Chriſt could ſave us, this ſhews indeed 
the greatneſs of our miſery, and ought. 
to humble us. But then, how infi- 
nite is the mercy of Gop to ſinners, 


ſince he would vouchſafe to give his 


only Son to die for us: — this ought to 
luppore us. 5 


o 9 1 
2 8 * 


SLEEP 


Is folike death, that I dare not truſt: 
it without ſaying my Prayers. 


| 7 SOLITUDE . 
Is the School of Wiſdom; it is there 
ſhe teaches us ſecrets, which the world 
are utter ſtrangers to. I will bring ber 
into the wilderneſs, and Speak comperiae: 
bly unto her.“ 


We know the world, by converſing 
with others ; but Sur by con- 
verſing with Gop and ourſelves. 

„ SOUL $4 


Remember that you are ſomething | 
more than body. 


4 Hoſea ii. 3. 
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SPARE TIME. 

A man has no time for which he is 

not accountable to Gop. If his very 

diverſions are not governed by reaſon 

and religion, he will one day ſuffer 
for the time he has ſpent in them. 


STRAIT Gar. 
This is the only paſſage to heaven, 


* 


for all chriſtians, rich and poor, great 


and mean.” TR, 
STRANGE RELATIONS. 
To give credit to all ſtrange ac- 
counts, is lightneſs and imprudence; 
—to give credit to none, 1s ignorance 


and rafhneſs. 
STATE of LIFE. ; 

If thou wilt enter into life, keep the 
commandments. So that to chooſe, 
or to continue 1n any place or condi- 
tion, or ſtate of life, in which we can- 
not keep Gop's commandments, is to 

Chooſe not to be ſaved. 


STATE 
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STATE of TRIAL. 
Man is in a ſtate of trial. This 
trial is for eternal happineſs or miſery. 
We continue here on earth only to 


be purified, and to be rendered worthy 


of that happineſs for which Gop has 
_ deſigned us; | 


STATE and GRANDEUR, 


It is the love of ſtate that makes it 
thought neceſlary to the epiſcopal dig= 2: 
nity. 5 ; 

OTUDY 

Not to be more knowing, but to be 

more holy, and to make others ſo. 


I am taught by experience, that the 
finding of divine Truths, as well as 
the receiving them when found out 
by others, is the ſpecial gift of Gop, 
vouchſafed to ſouls fit by holineſs to 
receive ſuch impreſſionnsç.. 
It is one thing for a man to fill 
his underſtanding and memory with. 
truths, and another, to nouriſh his 
heart with them. 


Be 


2:54 Max1ms. 


Be not ſolicitous to read any thing 
which has no relation to virtue, piety, 
and being uſeful in your generation. 

„dcn. 5 
| We own this to be the gift of Gop, 
and yet we value ourſelves, as if it were 
through our own 3 wiſdom, &c. 


This is the ſad effect of ſelf-love. 


SorkRTLVUITIEsSJ( 
To deſire Superfluities, is a ſign of 
weakneſs. To know what is enough, 

and to deſire no more, is the great 

wiſdom. i 


SUFFERINGS. 


He that reſolves to do his duty, and 
s true to that reſolution, will infalli- 
bly meet with variety of ſufferings, 

both from within and without. 


The natural unwillingnefs men have 
to ſuffer, puts them too often upon 
unjuſtifiable means 'of avoiding ſuch 
inconveniences. SH. EL 21 
This is not to follow the example 
of Chriſt. He voluntarily choſe to 


— 
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uber; » we e ſtudiouſly ſeek to avoid ſuf- 
ferings, and every ine that is capa- 
ble and W to mortify. of our cor- 
ruptions. _. 


And if reigni ing with Chrift be-the 
conſequence: - = uffering with him, 
how ie will attain that glory! 


To ſuffer for righteouſneſs, as an 
evil doer, is the greateſt humiliation; 
but then it makes a Chriſtian more 
conformable to Chriſt. 


How uſefulare ſufferings, ſince they 
do not only looſen our affections from 
this world, but oblige us to believe, 
to hope for, and to expect a better. 
He cannot be miſerable, who has a 
firm expectation of happineſs here= 


after. 


To ſuffer is the lot of Teſus Chriſt, 
and his miniſters, and ſervants. 5 


2 Talx. 1 Pt 1 
Be ſparing of your words, und ne- 
ver talk in paſſion. 


n 


» IS he. 
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 TarE my Yoke upon you. 

The generality of the world glory 
in nothing more than throwing off the 
yoke of Chriſt, of Religion, of Chriſt's. 
Miniſters: —Do they get eaſe by this? 
Is this the way to be happy either here 
or hereafter ? 


TEACHERS. 


Let us not attribute that to them, 
which belongs to Chriſt alone. He 
died for us, and it is He alone who 
by his Miniſters does all for us. We 
ought not therefore to miniſter occa- 
ſions to the fond affections and incli- 

nations of men, leſt they ſhould be led 
to adhere to the miniſtry of the truth, 
rather than to the truth itſelf. 


FEM TENAN cg. 

The bounds which ſeparate what is 
allowed and forbidden being almoſt 
- imperceptible, it will always be dan- 

gerous to go to the utmoſt bounds of 
what 1s allowed, AE 


| Temperance 


Temperance has reſpe& to the good 
eſtate of the ſoul as well as the body. 
It is not enough that I injure not my 
health by eating, drinking, &c. but it 
is neceſſary that the mind be not car- 


ried away to the lower pleaſures of 


ſenſe, ſo as not to reliſh thoſe hea- 
venly pleaſures which we all hope to 
enjoy hereafter. This ſhews us why 
mortification and ſelf-denial are 10 
much inſiſted upon in the Goſpel; 


they are neceſſary to take off our minds 


from the pleaſures of this life, in or- 
der to fit us for thoſe of the next. 


TEMPORAL good Things. 
The more plentifully Gop beſtows 


them, the more jealous we ſhould be 


of ourſelves, and the more earneſt to 

beg of him the grace to make a good 

uſe of them, or elſe they are a ſnare. 
„ +. | 


The perſecution of Paſtors diſco 
vers the true ſheep." 5 


6 2 Tim. 1. 15. 
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If we would really know our heart, 
let us impartially view our actions. 


Teſt of our Condition. 


Were we ſatisfied of the fafety of our 
condition, we. ſhould never ſeek out 
occaſions of diverting our minds from 
thinking of our own happineſs, which 
is that we ſhould love above all tem- 
| poral things. 


Teſt of being true C briftians. 
They that are true Chriſtians have 


. the fleſh with the affections 
and luſts. 


Te 7 of true Piety. 

Where your treaſure is, there will 
your heart be. He that does not every 
now and then think of Gop, Gob is 
not his treaſure. 


Teſts of Religion. 


Such only may be-depended on, as 
render a Chriſtian more holy — vir- 
tuous. 


- — 


ſhame, by law, by cuſtom, by exam 
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If men would con ſider how far they 
are influenced in their religion by 


ple, by worldly conſiderations, &c. 
they would then ſee how much true 
religion they have. 

If nothing but the outward profet- 
fion of religion diſtinguiſh us from in- 
fidels, we 'thall be Chriſtians only in 


order 1 a ſeverer condemnation. 


15 25% of a fate of Grace. 
My. ſheep hear my voice. This is a 
diſtinguiſhing mark of Chriſt's ſheep. 


ye through the Spirit do mortify the 


deeds of the: Hals, ye "our live 35 11 2 is, 
eternally; © ; 


He that is horh of God, doth not com- 
nit fin ; that is, all wittel fin is incon- 
ſtent with e a regenerate ſtate. . 


» Hereby, 20e know. that we are in him, 


be cauſe we beep. bis commandments = — 
eſpecially ſuch as are called relative 2 


. John . 27. 8 b Rom, viii. 13. 5 
an 4 * duties, 
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duties, as alſo ſuch: as no law nor cen- 
ſure of man can reach; that is a ſign 
that we have regard /unto'Gop indeed. 
Or p and New TESTAMENT. _ 
The Patriarchs knew, as well as we, 
that faith and repentance was the only 
way to pleaſe Gop ;—they had faith in 
the promiſe of the Meſſiah, they con- 
feſſed their fins, &c.“ and in their 
prayers there was nothing concealed 
but the name of Chriſt, which they 
expreſſed by the tender mercies the lo- 
ving kindneſs of the Lord, &c. In 
ſhort, both Churches had the ſame 
Mediator, the ſame Spirit, as well as 
the ſame Gop ; and for this. reaſon,. 
we uſe the ſame pſalms and the ſame 
prayers as they did, becauſe dictated 
by the ſame Spirit. As far as they 
embraced the great promiſe, ſo far 
they — Chriſt. 1 Maſer 
efleemed the reproach of Chriff greater 
225 than the 1 of Egypt ; for 
Be had reſpect unto the recompence of tibe 


oPch. reward. 
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reward. This is of great moment to be 
underſtood, in order to underſtand the 
Bible. And we only add the Gloria 
Patri, &c. to the Pſalms of David, to 
make them Chriſtian Hymns. 


New Teſtament. 


' Behold! a greater than Solomon is 
here. 


THANKSGIVING. 


He who forgets the favours he has 
received, deſerves. not to have new 
ones. | 


THEY att be whole, & Se. 

The fad condition of thoſe who are 
afraid of ſeeing their danger, and of 
being cured, is more common than is 
imagined. 


It is God's way to make us ſenſible 
of our wants, foo neceſſity of ex- 
traordinary help, before he thinks fit 
to afford it. 55 

Nothing but the ſenſe of a preſent 
unhappineſs, or a proſpect of immi- 
nent 
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nent danger, will put us upon ſeeking, 
looking out for relief. While they 
that are in love with their maladies, 
and think themſelves ſafe in the midſt 
of enemies, and well under the moſt 
mortal diſeaſes, negle& their recovery 
and the means of their ſalvation. 


Taincs Sacred and Profane. 
Mr. Mede' is of opinion, that the 

little regard to the diſtinction betwixt 
things Sacred and Profane, is that 
which will moſt ſurely bring down 
Gop's judgments upon the Proteſtant 
Churches, which are all more or leſs 
guilty of this n-drawing-dewn judg- 
ment, 5 „„ 


Things valuable. 
A young Saint; an old Martyr; a 
conſcientious Stateſman ;' a religious 
Soldier; a great Man courteous; a 
learned Man humble; a Woman lo- 
ving ſilence; a Friend not changed 
with proſperity; a ſick Man chearful; 
a Soul departing with comfort. 


K* Book ix. P. 1017, 


4 
9 
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THOUGHTS. 
How many paſs in our ſouls unfit 
voy unfit, for Gop to behold. 
TIE 


Is very precious, when the ſalvation 
of our ſouls is concerned. | 


Remember the a that may 
be made of Time Everlaſting Hap- 
pineſs. Remember what you loſe by 
loſing it. 


'TY THES. 


And we 1 not forſake the Houſe of 


our God. So that to withold the 
Tythes, is to forſake the houſe of Gop, 


in the judgment of the e of Go. 
See the Text. 
 TonNGvuE. 


| Intemperance i in talk makes a dreatl- 
ful havock in. the heart. 


The diſorders of the Tongue are not 
to be cured by human prudence. He 


| Nehemiah x. 39. 


. 


alone 


* 
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alone can do it, who has the abſolute 
power over the heart. 


To bin that hath ſhall be given, Ge. 


The more graces a man has recei- 
ved, the more-reaſon he has to fear ; 
and the greater obligation to labour 
for Goo. 


- TAKE 70 Thought for T. o- Morrow. 


Live without anticipating care; look 
up toGop at all times, and he will, as 
in a glaſs, diſcover what is fit to be 
done. - 


Tamer: 


Ardent Prayers, joined to ſerious 
Sing: and eſpecially the ſcriptures, 
will reveal Chriſt in us; and then we 
ſhall have different feelings of this | 
truth than we had before, 


TROUBLES. 


The difficulties we complain of are 
laid in our way, that we may make 
them ſo many ſteps to perfection and 
happineſs. 


TRUE 
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TRUE Wiſdom 
Conſiſts in n one's duty ex- 
atly: 


True Eloquence, in {| peaking of it 
clearly : 


True Pjety, in ain; g what we know. 


To aim at more than this is to run. 
into endleſs miſtakes. | 


TRUr R. 


Be not afraid of ſeeing the truth; 
if you are, Gop will not ſhew it. 


A ſanctified mind will ſee the truth, 
when an unpurified foul, with much 
more learnin g. cannot perceive it. 


Toannbwes f Ev Tpays Keiolan, Truth 
lies in a little compaſs. 


One may do much miſchief by fol. 
lowing truth uncharitably. 


Truths which can never be too often 
practiſed. 


The bondage of man by ſin; the 
neceſſity of a Redeemer, his incarna- 
N tion 


« J by . 
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fore day; the power of grace to ng 


our inclinations. 


tion and his ſacrifice; the great defi a 
af the goſpel; the 1 of 


ore us to Gop 's favour, &. 


Men are often more afraid to 8 
the truth, than to be ignorant of it. 


We too often judge of thin 'S, not 
according to truth, but aceof ling to 


2 #4 


Men often reject the truth, though 
in itſelf evident enough, decauſe 2 

ſight of it diſpleaſes them; which Go 
puniſhes very often with a judicial 
blindneſs; ſo that they canvaſs it ſo- 
long, till the 77 loſe the ſight of that 
which to an honeſt lover of truth is 
moſt evident. 


When the ſpeaking af truth hs. 
comes a crime, then he who dares do 
it muſt do it at the peril of ſuffering. 


Truth provokes thoſe whom 1 it does 
not convert. 


Pralical T % 12 1 | 
Whale theſe are plain, we have no 


need to ä of want of th 
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Vain Expences, UL 


How odd would it look to at ore, 
upon giving money to a poor body, 
bid A. go A the alehouſe, and ſpend 
it; goand venture at gaming; go buy 
yourſelf ſome fooliſh toy, &c. |—Why 
you do that yourſelf, which you own 
you ſhould be laughed at to "bid. an- 
other do. 

VaniTy, 


We run from one W g je 
to another, 


The remembrance of our own in- 
firmities and miſeries, is an excellent 
antidote againſt the poiſon of vanity. 


Vu ru zn. l m8; 
Account nothing a virtue but what 


Gov requires of you, with "REIN to 
your ſtation. 


Every virtue donde in denyitig? 
ſome corrupt inclination of our depra- 
ved nature; in oppoſing and reſiſting 
all temptations. to the contrary vice; 
OT in 9 continually ſelf- 

N 2 love 
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love and envy; Humility, in reſiſting 
all temptations to pride, &c. 

++ UNCBARITABLENESS. 

Me are gene iy quick, eager, and 
curious, to know the life of our neigh- 
bour; but flow, backward, and blind, 
to obſerve, to condemn, and amend 
our own, | _ Wit 


UNDERSTANDING. 


It is certain, from Holy Scripture, 
that we are to be judged for the faults 

of our underſtanding, as for any other 
crimes. If men hate knowledge, —if 
they deſpiſe wiſdom and inſtruction,.—if 
they take no heed of the light that is 
in them, but let it turn into darkneſs, 
&c. they will certainly be puniſhed for 


their ignorance. 


The corruption of the heart is the 
| cauſe of the corruption of the under- 
ſtanding and judgment. 

Fe. | 
_ Chriſtians, and eſpecially the clergy, 


will cafily live in peace one with ano- 
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ther, when they have moſt at heartthe  Þ 
glory of God, and the intereſts of the | 

kingdom of Chriſt. Hearts are divi- 

ded, becauſe intereſts are different. 


Univ, Charity. 


We all belong to the ſame Lord, are 
united in the ſame hope, — called and 
aſſiſted by the ſame grace, — ſanctified 
by the ſame Spirit; —and ſhall we not 
have the ſame mind, &c.? 


. Unitrannes.: 4 - 


Every perſon has underſtanding -_ 
enough to be a nne oy 10 hou but 
the will. : 


Wark before me, 2 be Ts 


Whatever happens to us (iin ex- 
cepted) i is the will of Gop : it is our 
duty to accept it with thankfulneſs, 
ſweet or bitter, —whether from the 


hand of God, from the malice of men. | 
or from our own imprudence. 7 


Every day offer yourſelf to Gov, 


that he may do in Yeu, and with you, 
as he pleaſes. 
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Read the Scriptures; you will find 
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thete from Chrift himſelf, what you 
mult do to pleaſe him; but read to 
edify, not to be more knowing. 


Suppreſs all vain and uſeleſs 
thoughts, and live as in Gov's pre- 
RE: 25 
Walking arty, © 
One may eaſily foreſee the ſucceſs 


of the day, by our beginning it ſeri- 
ouſly with Gop or the World, 


1 "WanDERINSG in Prayer. 
The beſt way to remedy this is, not 


to let the mind wander too much at 


other times, but. to have Gop always 
before you, in the whole courſe of 
your life. Be not overmuch diſqui- 
eted, though your mind ſhould wan- 
der; trouble and diſquiet diſtract your 
mind the more: but rather endeavour 
to poſſeſs your ſoul in patience,“ and 


Gob will pity and help you. 


* 
o : ' 
; : 


Waren. 
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Wa 'T CH « | , . 
He that keeps a ſtrict wateh onthe * 
firſt motions in the mind, will avoid 
not only wilful ſin, but all vain, idle 
cuſtoms, &c. which God ſees; and yet 


we ſhould be aſhamed to ſpeak them 
to men. 


wy , 
by, * 


Watch and Pray. E: 


| He wha thinks that he can be a. 
book chriſtian, and ſecure his ianu- 
rence, without doing ſo, muſt fancy, 
that our Lord did not know what was 
in man, when he made theſe the ſtands 
ing means of ſecuring: tiene n 
falling into temptation. 5 


WEAKNESS of our lt 


Gov will judge i ug, not for the af- 
keRions of human nature, but for the 
choice of our will. Jeſus Chrift him- 
ſelf he Oe OT and ſuffered 
deat 8 | 
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"The beſt inſtitutions have not er; 


found proof againſt wealth, and the 
conſequence 


* 
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conſequence of riches, that is, vanity 
WHraTsSOEVER ye would that Men ſhould 
do unto you, do ye even ſo unto them. 
To make this rule of uſe, we ſhould 
ſuffer our paſſions to plead freely on 
both fides, as counſellors, not as 
judges ; ſee what can be ſaid on one 
fide, as well as the other. This will 
calm our reſentments, and make us 
good - natured; — then reaſon will be 
qualiſied to judge what in ſuch or ſuch 
a caſe would be equally good, and beſt 
for all mankind, for buyers and ſell- 
ers, for maſters and ſervants, for poor 
and rich, &c. n 42 + 
That which is equally beſt for all, 
buyers and ſellers, lenders and bor- 
. rowers, &c. is the meaſure of our duty. 
Wno ben can be ſaved? © 
Men are apt to fay-this, and at the 
ſame time to live as if it were the ea- 
ſieſt thing in the world, 
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War are the Scriptures Sometimes 
dart? 


Why; to put us in mind, that the 
knowledge of Gop, and of the myſte- 
ries of Chriſtianity, are favours which 
are to be aſked of Gop as ever we 1 
to underſtand them. 


WICKEDNESS, 


Gop can remedy when he pleaſes, 
— What a chriſtian has to do, is to 
pray for this ;—neither to wonder at it, 
nor be dejected. 


Whenever you are contriving « or 
doing any evil thing, conſider who it 
is that ſets you at work, —that the 
Devil drives you, That ſhould ter- 
rify you indeed. 


When wickedneſs gets head, one 
cannot attack it without ſuffering for 


it. 
| Boldneſs of Wickedneſs. 


We may expect, in a ſhort time, to 
ſee all manner of fins countenanced by 
the re. ſince men take the li- 

- "A | 
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berty to avow their fins, without fear 
of puniſhment. Other ages practiſed 
wickedneſs ; to ours is reſervved thc 
impudence to glory in it. 


Wirpow's Mite. 


Every ſtate of life affords us oppor- 
tunities of doing good, and which Gop 
will reward, provided we take care to 
act up to the opportunities Gop gives 
us. This ſhould make us contented 
with every condition of life. 


WI LFUL Sins. 


It is dangerous to commit the leaſt 
wil ful fault, becauſe it may have the 
rn evil See eee 


WIS DOM. 


True wiſdom conſiſts in knowing 
how to make every thing inſtrumental 
to our falvation. 


Worldly Wiſdoni. 


He that governs by the rules of the 
coſpel, is ſurer of ſucceſs, than if he 


obſerved the beſt maxims of worldly 
| policy; 


— 7 4 
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policy; but then he is to know, that 
the goſpel ons diſcretion as well 
as Tal. > 


_ Worldly Wiſdom i is earthly, bolts 
its aims are no higher ;—/enſual, be- 
cauſe it aims at gratifying the paſſions; 
—devilih, becauſe it impoſes firſt on 
others, at laſt upon hoſe who prac- 
tiſe and depend upon it. 


Blind are thoſe who will not be wiſe 
without grace; who can foreſee all 
events but thoſe of the greateſt con- 
cern to themſelves, namely, Death and 
Eternity, and the vanity of ry ; 
thing they doat on- 


The Wor D Make 


Though by a weak inſtrument, 
(which Gop generally does great 


things by) is likelieſt to do good, when 


men wait for edification in God's own 
way, and according to his own ap- 


pointment.” And as for perſonal 
_ faults, a good chriſtian will make 2 


> 1 Theſſ. v. 12. Heb. xiii. 17. 
_ diſtinction 
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. diſtinction between the zrea/ure and 
the earthen veſſel.“ And though he 
be our inferior, (which yet humility 
ſhould not ſuffer us to think) yet a 
_ chriſtian will conſider, that * Jeſus 
Chriſt himſelf did accept of the mini- 
ſtry of angels. Beſides, the weakeſt 
man may put the greateſt in mind of 
his duty, which is one great end of 
ſermons.” Thus David was brought 
to a ſenſe of his fin by Nathan. 
„5% HOESDS! ff 27 pie 
It may be uſed, but not enjoyed. 
It is much eaſier to retire from the 
world, than to live in it as one ſhould 
| do. r FF £4 
Love not the World, is a precept on 
which depends our eternal weal or woe. 
Mord and Religion. 
The love of the World and Reli- 
gion are incompatible, and deſtroy one 
another. e eee 


2 Cor. iv. 7. Matth. xxiii. 2. 2 Pet. i. 12. 


He 
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He that has ſet his heart upon tbe 


World, is not in a ops; th of under- 
ſtanding the Goſpel. . 


He who ſees nothing i 10 the Gn 
which he hopes for or defires, fears 
not its threats; is not tempted by its 
promiſes and baits of profits, honours, 


or any of its idols; is not driven to 
ſhifts; ſeeks no friendfhi , no compe=-. 

tition with it; is free from avarice, | 
envy, hatred, ſtrife, &c. This is that 


noble freedom which the Son gives his | 
ſervants. p34: 108; 


A chriſtian conſiders the world as A „ 


place of baniſhment, where he is like 
to meet with difficulties and dangers 
—enough to make him deſpair, were 

he not ſecure of an Almighty protec- 
tion, and a proſpect of an ineſtimable 
reward, if he continues firm to his 
Gop. He therefore will be very care- 
ful not to contract a fondneſs for 4 
place where he is not like to continue 


long, and where he is ſure to meet 4 


with no true ſatis faction. He ſees 
33 is 
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his ewn danger from what he obſerves 
in others, who are every day. led by 
ill examples, corrupt — wicked 
principles, &c. as alſo by the plea- 
ſures, honours, and Profits. of the 
world. He ſees dangers i in every ſtate 
of life, in poverty, in riches, &c. he 
therefore acts and lives as one who 
ſees his danger, and the advantage of 
guarding againſt it. 


In the firſt place he tgbfiders, that 
his labour, whether it be to En or 
do his duty, will not be in vain:— 
Happineſs, and the way to it, are in 
his power nothing elſe is: All elſe 
is vanity. There is one only thing 
that, ——— we come to die, we ſhall 
repent of; namely, that we haye not 
thought of our latter end betimes. We 
ſhall not be ſorry that we have not had 
riches, learning, honours, &c. but 


that we have not made the care of our 


ſouls the great concern of our lives. 
It is too 25 ten that men think not of 
this till very late; and then begin to 
$a ſtudy 
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ſtudy how to live, when hey! are go- 
ing to die. 


A chriſtian, that is aſe br pim⸗ 
far will confider what the Spirit of 
Go faith, They that feek me early, ſhall | 

find me ; that i is, they ſhall find that 
wiſdom and grace, which is neceſſary 
to ſecure them from the dangers they 
are liable to through the whole courſe 
of their lives; po themſelves, from 
the World, or the Devil, who ſyits 
his temptations to all Rates and condi | 
tions of life. A chriſtian therefore 
will walk circumſpectly, as one who 
knows what he is to loſe if he does 
not; —he will walk by faith, not by 
fi ght; that is, he will not be governed 
by his ſenſes, but by his reaſon and 
by his faith, making this the meaſure 
of truth, namely, what Gop has made 
known to us, concerning another life; 
which a wiſe chriſtian will always 
have his eye upon, that he may attain . 
eternal life, and that he may eſcape 
eternal death; which, if — 
' an 
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and believed, will quench all the fiery 
darts of the wicked one. -To be for 


ever miſerable, to be for ever happy Bp 


— Let us dwell upon theſe; let us 
conſider what ſort of life we lead. 
where it will end!. It is for want of 
this that chriſtians miſcarry. 


We never know how much we love 
the world, till we find pain and diffi- 
culty in parting with its good things. 


Have no more commerce with the 


world than is abſolutely neceſſary ; and 


if you would have it to reverence you, 
treat it always with an holy ſeverity. 


There is no condition of life (po- 


verty, riches, &c.)in which a chriſtian 
is not obliged: to renounce the world, 
as he hopes for heaven; no man can 


love Gop with all his ſoul, who has 


not renounced the love of the world. 


The world condemns without mercy 
all thoſe, who either condemn, or will 
not follow its maxims. 


Whoever 


22 Prune $2, 
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Whoever loves the world will never 
retain the word of Gop in his heart. 
When a man thorou ghly knows this 
world, what its ſpirit 1 is, and what its 
end muſt be, he is prepared for all 
events, and is troubled at nothing; 
looking upon himſelf as a citizen of 
another 1 . 


* Love 97 he World. 
We are equally obliged to renounce 
the World, the Fleſb, and the Devil. 


We ſee plainly the ſin of following 
the; two laſt. We overlook this great 


truth, that it is the love of the world 


which gives the other all their power 
over us, and miniſters occaſions of ſuch 
ſins as we abhor the thoughts of, till 
we are ruined by them. 


The Spirit of the Werld is the love of 
ſenſual e which fixes the heart 
to this world, ſo that it cannot raiſe 
itſelf to Gov: Gop will have the 
heart entire; when it is filled with the 
world, there is no place for Him- 
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Rell gion accou nts. moſt of thoſe 
g to 


overned 
157 voices, * REA will Joſs the cauſe. 


Worldly Happineſs. 


dee what it does upon thoſe that 
have their heart's deſires. Their faith 
is weak; they are leſs concerned for 
the happineſs. of another life 5 they 
EA - to ſet up their reſt here. | 


forsa Advantages * 


ob could very cafily give worldly 
dence but ke kindly denies, re- 
ſtrains, or deprives us oP hem, leſt we 
ſhould fet our hearts upon them; and 
that we mi ight /ove him above all things. 


+ & 


 Werldy Moriver. e 


When a man reſiſts, c on human n mo- 
0 ves only, he will not hold out long. 


World Pleaſures. n Heh! 
T They who give themſelves up to 


pleaſure, are making themſelves chains 


got ral to be broken. 


. 
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Marks of a Worldly Spirit. 

A concern for the pomp and ſhew 
df life; great exactneſs in modes and 
tuſtoms ; a quick fenſe of honour, and 
reputation, and praiſe; ſtudy 'of eaſe 

and pleaſure ; a deſire to grow rich, 
Ke, K . i 


Publick Woks if. The neteſuty of 
- joining in it, 
be ſalvation purchaſed by Chriſt 
is 4 common ſalvation,” of Which we 
rannot partake, but by joining with 
the Church or body of men to whom 
that privilege was granted; we can 
receive no influence from the head, 
except we are members of the A 
and join in thoſe outward actions, the 
facrament and prayers; by which 
communion with Chriſt, we are all 
one body, (fays the Apoſtle) becauſe 
ve are all partakers of the ſame bread; 
and the ſame cup of bleſſing. Every 
branch of a tree muſt be ſapleſs and 


Jude 3. 


; x 5 
. | n * 
% "> 6.4 F 5 wp i * 
periſh, 


284 MaxIxs. 


riſh, if it has no communication 


with the body of the tree. 


Will a man ſay, that he it is of the 
Houſhold. of God, who never . eats the 
| bread of Gop in his e and with 


his family??? 
External M. * b. 
Wie aſſemble together, to ms 


our fins to God; to pray for what we 


want; to give thanks for his fayours ; 


to 1. bis will, admoniſhing us to 


repent, and letting us know the con- 
ſequence ; to know the mercy and 


terms of our redemption ; to receive 


and commemorate the pledges. of 


Hep) 8 goodneſs and mercy. By theſe - 


tous. acts, performed as they 
ſhould be, conſcience is kept awake 
and upon its guard, acquitting us 

when we do en reproaching us 
When WE do. otherwiſe. Theſe, .and 
many more, are the uſes of outward 


:rformed as it ſhould be, will be at- 
feaded with an eſpecial grace * Gov. 
N E AL. 


and publick worſhip; ; which, when 
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ZEAL. 
People in affliction are apt to form 
great deſigns. This is wrong. A 
convert by affliction ſhould only think 
of maſtering his corruptions ; all the. 
reſt is vanity. 1 
Zeal is no further commendable 
than as it is attended with knowledge, 
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